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To all the patients and practitioners across diverse healing traditions, 

conventional, alternative, and everything in between, who chose to share 

their experiences with honesty and courage. Your voices, whether of relief 

or struggle, progress or setback, have illuminated the true journey of 

healing without restraint or reservation. 

And to my family, whose quiet strength carried me through. 

Most of all, to my son, Ayush, for his patience, warmth, and unwavering 

support. 
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Preface 

Your family shaped you in ways you can't always see. 

The fights your grandparents never resolved. The brother your mother 

lost. The migration your father never spoke about. The shame your 

grandmother carried. These aren't just stories from the past. They live in 

you. In your fears. Your patterns. Your relationships. 

Family Constellations reveals these hidden connections. It shows how 

your anxiety might be your grandmother's unprocessed grief. How your 

relationship struggles might echo your parents' unspoken pain. How you 

need to prove yourself might carry your father's unfulfilled dreams. 

This isn't about blame. It's about seeing clearly. 

When you understand that many of your struggles aren't entirely yours, 

that they belong to a larger family story, it starts to shift. The shame 

loosens. The self-judgment softens. You see that you're part of a system, 

not a broken individual. 

And seeing this opens the path to healing. 

Not just your healing. The family system's healing. When you break a 

pattern, you let the generations that follow be free, not just yourself. When 

you release what isn't yours to carry, you honour both yourself and your 

ancestors. 

This book emerged from that understanding. It's written to help you see 

your family system clearly. To recognise what is yours and what is not. 

To heal what needs healing. To release what needs releasing. To recognise 

and honour what deserves honouring. 

The work isn't easy. Looking at family patterns takes courage. But the 

freedom it offers is worth it. 

This is your invitation to that journey. 

Dr Sanjeev Kumar 

Nov, 2025 
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CHAPTER 1:  
The Patterns We Can't See 

Why Good People Keep Making the Same Choices 

 

"Until you make the unconscious conscious, it will direct your life, and 

you will call it fate." 

~ Carl Jung 

 

I was thirty-two when I first realised I was living my mother's life. 

Not in the ways I'd consciously chosen. In the ways I'd sworn I never 

would. 

Same relationship pattern. Same career frustration. Same feeling of 

being trapped by invisible ropes. I'd spent years in therapy trying to 

fix myself. Sound therapy, too. It helped. But something kept pulling 

me back to the same place. 

Then someone mentioned family constellations. I didn't understand 

what that meant. I just knew I was desperate enough to try anything. 

That's when I learned something that changed everything. 

 

The Invisible Inheritance 

There's something moving through your family that you can't see. You 

feel it, though. You've probably felt it your whole life. 

Maybe you keep choosing partners who can't commit, even though 

you desperately want commitment. Maybe you sabotage yourself right 

when success is within reach. Maybe you feel anxious for reasons you 

can't explain, or depressed when your life looks fine on paper. 

You've tried to change. God knows you've tried. You've read the 

books, done the therapy, and made the promises to yourself. And still, 

the pattern returns. 
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Here's what nobody told you. The pattern might not be yours. 

Family patterns are real. They're invisible, but they're as real as the 

blood moving through your veins. They operate like underground 

rivers, flowing beneath the surface of your conscious life. You can't 

see the current, but it shapes everything above it. 

Think about water flowing through rock. Over time, it carves 

channels. Those channels become the path of least resistance. Water 

will follow those paths for centuries, even after the original force that 

carved them is long gone. 

Your family is like that. Patterns get carved into the family system by 

events, traumas, and decisions that happened long before you were 

born. And you, without knowing it, follow those channels. Not 

because you're weak. Not because something's wrong with you. 

Because that's what family systems do. 

A German therapist named Bert Hellinger spent decades studying this 

phenomenon. He worked with thousands of families and kept seeing 

the same thing. People who'd never met their grandparents were 

somehow repeating their exact patterns. A woman whose grandmother 

died in childbirth would have terror around pregnancy, even though 

nobody ever told her the family history. A man whose grandfather 

failed in business would sabotage his own success at the same age his 

grandfather did. 

Hellinger called these "systemic entanglements." That's a technical 

term for something you probably already know in your bones. You're 

caught in something bigger than yourself. 

Recent research has started to explain how this works. Scientists 

studying Holocaust survivors discovered something remarkable. The 

trauma these people experienced didn't just affect them 

psychologically. It actually changed their DNA. Not permanently, but 

in ways that could be passed down to their children and grandchildren. 

The field of epigenetics shows us that trauma leaves biological 

markers that get inherited. 
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Your grandmother's grief can live in your cells. Your grandfather's 

fear can shape your nervous system. This isn't mysticism. It's biology. 

But it goes deeper than biology. There's something systemic 

happening, something that operates at the level of the family as a 

whole organism. 

 

Figure 1.1: Family patterns operate like underground rivers. They're invisible yet powerful, 

flowing from past generations into our present choices. What looks like a personal struggle 

is often a systemic pattern. 

 

In Indian families, we've always known this in some way. We talk 

about pitru rin, the debt to our ancestors. We perform rituals for the 
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dead because we understand, at least intuitively, that the past is still 

present. That those who came before us are still moving through us. 

What family constellation work does is make this visible. It gives us 

a way to see these invisible currents, to understand why we keep 

ending up in the same place despite our best efforts to change. 

I've watched this happen hundreds of times now in constellation 

sessions. Someone sets up their family system. We place 

representatives to stand in for family members. And within minutes, 

without anyone saying anything, the pattern becomes visible. The 

invisible ropes show themselves. And in that moment of seeing, 

something becomes possible that wasn't possible before. 

Change. 

Not because seeing automatically fixes everything. But because you 

can't transform what you can't see. 

 

Lakshmi's Story 

Let me tell you about Lakshmi. 

She came to see me three years ago. Thirty-four years old, HR 

manager at a tech company in Delhi. She had an apartment in Hauz 

Khas, a good salary, and close friends. On paper, her life looked 

successful. 

But she was exhausted. Not physically. Emotionally. 

"I keep choosing men who can't commit," she told me in our first 

meeting. "Three serious relationships. All ended the same way. They 

say they love me, but when it comes time to actually commit, to talk 

about marriage, they pull away. And I'm left feeling like I'm not 

enough." 

She'd been in therapy for 2 years. It helped her understand her 

attachment style, her childhood wounds, and her patterns. She'd 

worked on herself. Set boundaries. Communicated her needs clearly. 

And still, the pattern repeated. 
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"I'm starting to think there's something fundamentally unlovable about 

me," she said. 

I asked her about her family. 

Her father was a government officer. Dignified, distant, emotionally 

unavailable. Her mother had stayed in the marriage for forty years, 

never complaining, always dutiful. A traditional Indian wife. Lakshmi 

had watched her mother's quiet suffering her whole childhood. 

"I promised myself I would never be like her," Lakshmi said. "I would 

never settle for a man who couldn't give me what I needed." 

And she hadn't. Every time a man proved unable to commit, she ended 

it. She was strong and independent. Nothing like her mother. 

Except. 

Except she kept choosing the same kind of man. Over and over. Men 

who looked different on the surface but who all had the same core 

unavailability. And she couldn't understand why. 

We set up her constellation a few weeks later. 

I asked her to choose someone to represent her, someone to represent 

"commitment," and someone to represent her mother. We started 

there. 

The representative for Lakshmi kept trying to move toward 

commitment, but something kept pulling her back. She'd take a step 

forward, then feel this invisible resistance, as if walking into a strong 

wind. 

The representative for her mother stood very still. Almost frozen. 

Looking down. 

"What are you feeling?" I asked the mother representative. 

"Sad," she said. "Very sad. And guilty." 

Lakshmi looked confused. "Guilty about what?" 

That's when we discovered it. 
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Her mother, before she married Lakshmi's father, had been engaged to 

someone else. A young man she'd fallen in love with in college. They'd 

planned to marry. But three months before the wedding, he died in a 

motorcycle accident. 

Lakshmi's mother never processed that grief. In her family, in her 

generation, there was no space for that kind of mourning. You moved 

on. You did your duty. Her parents arranged another marriage within 

a year. She married Lakshmi's father, had children, and lived a 

respectable life. 

But she never let herself love fully again. How could she? The man 

she'd loved was dead. So, she went through the motions of marriage, 

but her heart stayed locked away with the boy who died. 

Lakshmi had never been told this story. Her mother never spoke about 

it. But Lakshmi was living it. 

She was unconsciously loyal to her mother's lost love. By keeping all 

her relationships temporary, by never fully committing, she was 

honouring what her mother couldn't express. The grief her mother 

buried had become Lakshmi's relationship pattern. 

"I was keeping all my relationships like my mother did emotionally," 

Lakshmi said after the constellation. "Never fully there. Always one 

foot out the door. I thought I was protecting myself. I was actually 

repeating her pattern." 

This is what researchers call transgenerational trauma. The pain, the 

unprocessed emotions, the unfinished business of one generation 

becomes the unconscious burden of the next. Lakshmi wasn't choosing 

unavailable men because she was broken. She was carrying something 

that wasn't hers to carry. 

Six months after her constellation, Lakshmi met someone new. For the 

first time, she didn't feel that familiar pull to run when things got 

serious. The relationship moved forward naturally. They got engaged 

last year. 
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"Something shifted," she told me. "I can't fully explain it. But I don't 

feel that invisible resistance anymore. Like, I got permission to have 

what my mother couldn't." 

 

Figure 1.2: Pattern repetition across three generations. Notice how similar emotional 

experiences occur at similar ages, even when family members don't know the previous 

generation's story. This is systemic transmission. 

 

What Science Says 

I know this might sound hard to believe. How can someone repeat a 

pattern they don't know about? How can a grandmother's grief become 

a granddaughter's anxiety? 

The research is catching up to what constellation facilitators have 

observed for decades. 

Let me tell you what we know. 



8 

Bert Hellinger, working with families in post-war Germany, noticed 

that certain laws seemed to govern family systems. He called them the 

Orders of Love. We'll explore these in detail in the next chapter, but 

here's the essence. Every family system follows three fundamental 

orders: Belonging, Order, and Balance. 

When these orders are disrupted, when someone is excluded or 

forgotten, when the natural hierarchy is violated, when give and take 

become imbalanced, the system tries to correct itself. Often through 

the next generation. Someone, usually the most sensitive person in the 

system, unconsciously takes on the role of representing what was lost 

or excluded. 

This isn't just theory anymore. Epigenetics, the study of how genes are 

expressed, has shown that trauma literally changes how our DNA 

functions. A study by Rachel Yehuda looked at children of Holocaust 

survivors. These children, who hadn't experienced the Holocaust 

themselves, showed biological markers of trauma. Their stress 

hormone levels, their inflammatory responses, and their susceptibility 

to anxiety were all affected by their parents' experiences. 

The trauma had been passed down. Not just as family stories or 

behaviours to model. But as biological patterns. 

Another line of research comes from attachment theory. John Bowlby 

showed that the way we relate to our primary caregivers in early 

childhood becomes a template for how we relate to others throughout 

our lives. But it goes further. Murray Bowen's work on family systems 

showed that these patterns aren't just individual. They're systemic. 

What he called the "multi-generational transmission process" shows 

how emotional patterns move through family lines like a current 

through water. 

Think of your family system like your body. If your grandmother had 

unprocessed grief, it doesn't just disappear when she dies. It gets 

stored in the system. You might feel anxiety and not know why. That 

anxiety might be her grief, transformed, passed down through your 

mother, landing in you. 
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This is why therapy that focuses solely on you as an individual can 

sometimes fall short. You're not just an individual. You're a node in a 

vast network of relationships that spans generations. 

In India, we've always understood this at a cultural level. We perform 

shraddha ceremonies, we maintain family altars, we speak of pitru rin 

as a real debt that must be acknowledged. These practices aren't 

superstition. They're recognition of systemic reality. 

When we say we carry the debt of our ancestors, we're speaking a truth 

that science is only now beginning to understand. We do carry them. 

In our bodies, in our choices, in the patterns we can't seem to break. 

But here's the good news. Once you can see the pattern, once you can 

understand what you're carrying and where it came from, you gain a 

choice you didn't have before. 

You can honour what was without having to live it out unconsciously. 

 

Are You Living Out a Family Pattern? 

Self-Reflection Decision Tree  

(A simple guide to recognising systemic patterns. If you answer yes to 

most of these questions, what you're experiencing might be rooted in 

your family system rather than individual psychology alone.) 

"Do you repeat the same relationship/career/conflict pattern despite 

trying to change?" 

� "Does this pattern remind you of someone in your family (parent, 

grandparent, aunt/uncle)?" 

� "Have you tried therapy or self-help without lasting change?" 

� "Do you feel like something invisible is pulling you back to this 

pattern?" Paths lead to either "Possible systemic entanglement - 

keep reading" or "May be individual pattern - other approaches 

might help first" 

Let me ask you some questions. You don't have to answer out loud. 

Just notice what comes up for you. 
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Is there a pattern in your life that keeps repeating, no matter what you 

do? Maybe it's in relationships. Perhaps it's with money, with success, 

with your health, with how you relate to authority. 

When you look at that pattern, does it remind you of anyone in your 

family? Your mother, your father, a grandparent, an aunt or an uncle? 

Sometimes the similarity is obvious. Sometimes it's subtle. But there's 

usually an echo. 

Have you tried to change this pattern? Therapy, self-help books, 

willpower, promises to yourself? And did it work for a while, only to 

have the pattern return? 

Do you ever feel like something is pulling you back? Like invisible 

hands on your shoulders, guiding you to places you don't want to go? 

If you're nodding yes to these questions, you might be caught in a 

systemic entanglement. 

Let me give you two more brief examples. 

Rahul, a software engineer in Bangalore, kept sabotaging his career. 

Every time he was up for a promotion, he'd make some 

uncharacteristic mistake that cost him the opportunity. He came from 

a family in which his father had lost the family business due to a bad 

decision. The family had never recovered financially. Rahul had 

become successful, made money, and restored the family's status. But 

unconsciously, he couldn't allow himself to surpass his father's highest 

point. That would be a violation of the family order. So, he kept 

himself just below that threshold. 

Nandini, a teacher in Mumbai, struggled with chronic money anxiety 

despite having a stable job and savings. She couldn't spend money on 

herself without intense guilt. In her constellation, we discovered that 

her grandmother had lost everything during Partition. Had to flee with 

nothing, rebuild from scratch, and live in poverty for decades. That 

survival anxiety, that terror of loss, had been passed down. Nandini 

carried her grandmother's fear of scarcity, even though her own 

circumstances were completely different. 
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Neither of them was crazy. Neither was weak. They were loyal to their 

family systems in ways they couldn't see. 

That's what systemic entanglements do. They operate below conscious 

awareness. You think you're making free choices. But you're 

following channels carved long ago by experiences that weren't even 

yours. 

 

Where This Leaves Us? 

Look, I'm not going to tell you that understanding all of this will 

immediately fix your life. 

It won't. 

But it will give you something you didn't have before. Context. 

Understanding. The ability to see yourself not as a failed individual 

but as someone caught in a larger story. 

And that changes everything. 

Because once you can see the underground river, you can start to work 

with it instead of being swept along by it. You can honour what came 

before without having to live it out. You can be loyal to your family 

while still choosing your own path. 

The patterns we can't see are the ones that control us. The patterns we 

can see? Those we have a chance of transforming. 

In this book, we're going to make the invisible visible. I'm going to 

show you how family systems work, the typical patterns they exhibit, 

how they show up specifically in Indian families, and what you can do 

about them. Not to reject your family. Not to blame anyone. But to 

understand and to choose consciously instead of unconsciously 

repeating. 

You're not just living your own life. You're the latest chapter in a 

family story that began long before your birth. The question isn't 

whether you'll be affected by this story. You already are. 
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The question is whether you'll remain an unconscious character or 

become a conscious author. 

That journey starts with understanding where these patterns come 

from. What creates them? What makes them stick? And that's what 

we'll explore in the next chapter. 

 

Chapter 1 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Family patterns are invisible but powerful forces that 

shape our lives. You're not broken or unlucky. You're caught in 

something that started before you were born. 

What You Learned: 

� Patterns repeat across generations, often unconsciously 

� Research shows trauma and unresolved emotions get passed 

down biologically and systemically 

� Indian families carry unique patterns through joint family 

structures and cultural values 

� Recognition is the first essential step toward freedom 

� Constellation work makes these invisible patterns visible 

Research Foundation: 

� Epigenetics shows trauma changes gene expression (Yehuda, 

2016) 

� Hellinger identified systemic laws governing family patterns 

� Attachment theory explains how early patterns become 

lifelong templates 

� Family systems theory shows multi-generational transmission 

Remember this: The underground river metaphor. What flows 

beneath the surface shapes everything that appears above it. Your 

struggles might not originate with you. They might be inherited waters 

you're swimming in. 

The Indian Context: Pitru rin isn't just a spiritual belief. It's a 

systemic reality. We carry our ancestors within us, in our choices, our 
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fears, our patterns. Recognising this isn't fatalism. It's the beginning 

of conscious choice. 

What's Next: Now that you know patterns exist and you might be 

caught in one, let's understand how family systems actually work. 

What are the hidden rules? Why do we follow them unconsciously? 

And what happens when these rules are broken? That's what Chapter 

2 will reveal. 
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CHAPTER 2:  
Where It All Begins 

Understanding Your Family as a System 

 

"In the family, we are not individuals. We are threads in a tapestry 

woven long before we arrived." 

— Bert Hellinger 

 

There's a moment in constellation work that still gives me chills every 

time I see it. 

Someone sets up their family constellation. Representatives stand in 

for family members. And suddenly, without anyone saying anything, 

the person sees it. The invisible structure. The hidden order. The rules 

they've been following their entire life without knowing. 

"Oh my God," they whisper. "That's why. That's why I..." 

The sentence trails off because words can't quite capture what's being 

seen. It's like suddenly being able to see infrared light, or hear 

frequencies that were always there but inaudible. The family system 

reveals itself. 

That moment of seeing changes everything. Because once you see the 

structure, you can't unsee it. And that's actually good news. 

 

The Three Orders of Love 

Bert Hellinger spent decades working with families. Thousands of 

constellations. Different cultures, different problems, different people. 

And he kept seeing the same patterns emerge. 

Family systems, he realised, weren't random. They followed the laws. 

Invisible but consistent. Like gravity. You can't see gravity, but jump 

off a building, and you'll discover it's very real. 
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He called these laws the Orders of Love. Three fundamental principles 

that govern how family systems work. When these orders are 

honoured, families thrive. People feel secure, relationships flow 

naturally, and children grow up healthy. When these orders are 

violated, suffering appears. Sometimes it is the person who violated 

the order; more often, it is in the next generation. 

Let me show you what these orders are. Not in abstract terms, but 

through the lens of Indian families where these dynamics play out in 

very specific ways. 

 

Order One: Belonging 

Everyone who is born into a family or enters it through marriage has 

an equal right to belong. 

Sounds simple, right? But think about what this means. 

The daughter-in-law who never quite fits in. The uncle nobody 

mentions because he married outside his caste. The child from a first 

marriage who gets less attention than the children from the second. 

The aunt who never married and gets treated like she's not quite a full 

member of the family. 

Exclusion. 

When someone is excluded from a family system, whether 

intentionally or unconsciously, the system becomes unstable. It's like 

removing a card from a house of cards. The whole structure has to 

compensate. 

And here's what happens. In the next generation, usually the most 

sensitive person, someone unconsciously represents the excluded 

member. They might take on similar struggles. Choose identical life 

paths. Experience similar rejections. All without knowing why. 

I've seen this play out so many times. 

A family never mentions the uncle who died by suicide thirty years 

ago. His name is removed from conversations, his photos taken down. 
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The shame is too much to bear. Two generations later, his nephew, 

who never knew him, never even heard his name, attempts suicide at 

the same age the uncle did. 

Coincidence? After watching this pattern hundreds of times, I don't 

think so. 

In Indian families, exclusion takes specific forms. We exclude people 

who bring shame. The daughter who married a Muslim boy. The son 

who left the family business. The relative who went to jail. The 

mentally ill aunt is locked in a back room. The child born out of 

wedlock was given up for adoption. 

We exclude them because we think we're protecting the family honour, 

the izzat. But systemically, exclusion never protects anything. It just 

pushes the problem into the next generation. 

The belonging order says: everyone belongs. The good ones and the 

difficult ones. The successful ones and the failures. The ones who 

followed tradition and the ones who broke it. All of them have a right 

to be remembered, acknowledged, and included in the family story. 

When we exclude someone, we're not erasing them. We're just making 

them invisible. And what's invisible has more power than what we can 

see. 

 

Order Two: Order & Hierarchy 

Those who came first have precedence over those who came later. 

This sounds hierarchical. In a way, it is. But it's not about power or 

superiority. It's about time. About the natural flow of life from older 

to younger. 

Parents come before children. Always. Not because they're better, but 

because they came first. They gave life. That's a debt that can never 

be fully repaid, only honoured. 
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The first marriage comes before the second. Even if the first ended 

badly. Even if the second is happier. The first partner was there first. 

They must be honoured in the system, not erased. 

Older siblings came before younger ones. The eldest carries something 

different from the youngest: different responsibilities, different 

burdens, different privileges. 

In Indian families, this order is embedded in our culture. We touch the 

elders' feet. We speak to them with formal pronouns. We seat them 

first at meals. These aren't just customs. These are ways of honouring 

the order. 

But we also violate this order in subtle ways. 

When a mother treats her son as her confidante, sharing marriage 

problems with him, asking him for emotional support, she's inverting 

the order. The child is being asked to parent the parent. We call this 

parentification. It happens all the time in families where a parent is 

emotionally unavailable, addicted, or overwhelmed. 

When parents prioritise children from a second marriage over children 

from a first, they're also violating the order of precedence. The first 

children came first. They must be honoured as such. 

When the youngest son's wife is given more authority in a joint family 

than the eldest son's wife, the order is disrupted. Birth order matters 

in family systems. Not because it should, but because it does. 

I worked with a man once, Vivek, who couldn't maintain a 

relationship. Every partnership he entered felt suffocating to him. In 

his constellation, we discovered that his mother had always treated 

him like her emotional husband. His actual father was distant, cold. 

So, Vivek, from age eight or nine, became his mother's support 

system. He listened to her complaints, comforted her tears, and made 

her feel valued. 

At eight, this felt like love. At thirty-eight, he couldn't commit to any 

woman without feeling that same suffocation. Because in his system, 
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partnering meant being responsible for someone else's emotional well-

being. It meant being the parent. 

The order had been inverted. And he paid the price. 

When order is respected, children get to be children. They receive 

from their parents. They don't have to give back equally. That's the 

natural flow. Parents give, children receive, and when children 

become parents themselves, they give to their own children. The flow 

moves forward through time. 

When the order is violated, the flow reverses. Children give to their 

parents. Younger people carry burdens meant for older people. And 

everyone feels it as wrongness, even if they can't name what's wrong. 

 

Order Three: Balance 

In peer relationships, giving and receiving must balance. 

Between husband and wife, between siblings, between friends, there 

needs to be a relatively equal exchange. Not perfectly equal. But 

balanced enough that neither person feels chronically in debt or 

chronically entitled. 

When one person gives everything, and the other takes everything, 

resentment builds. When one person constantly sacrifices, and the 

other never does, the relationship becomes toxic. 

In parent-child relationships, balance works differently. Parents give; 

children receive. That's appropriate. Children can never fully repay 

their parents for the gift of life. But children can honour the gift by 

living well and by giving it forward to their own children. 

This is where the Indian concept of rin, debt, comes in. We understand 

that we carry debts. To our parents (matru rin, pitru rin), to our 

teachers (guru rin), to our ancestors. These aren't debts we repay to 

the people we owe. We repay them by living well, by honouring what 

we received, and by passing it forward. 

But balance gets disrupted in specific ways in Indian families. 
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Dowry, for example, creates a systemic imbalance. The bride's family 

gives; the groom's family receives. Sometimes for years. Sometimes 

forever. And that imbalance creates debt, shame, and obligation that 

poisons their relationships. 

When a son stays financially dependent on his parents into his thirties, 

taking without giving back, the balance tilts. If the parents then use 

that dependency to control him, to demand he stay nearby or marry 

whom they choose, they're leveraging the imbalance. 

When elderly parents are cared for by one child while other children 

contribute nothing, resentment festers. The giving child feels 

burdened. The taking children feel guilty or entitled. Neither is 

healthy. 

I've seen families torn apart over the inheritance of property. Not 

because anyone was greedy. But because the balance was off. One 

sibling got more, others got less, and that imbalance created a wound 

that never healed. 

Balance isn't about keeping score. It's about reciprocity. It's about 

give-and-take flowing naturally. When that flow gets blocked, when 

someone gives too much or takes too much over too long, the 

relationship suffers. 

 

Figure 2.1: The Three Orders governing all family systems. When honoured, families thrive 

with natural flow and stability. When violated, patterns of suffering emerge across 

generations.
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Aarav's Discovery 

Let me tell you about Aarav. 

He was twenty-eight when he came to see me. Software engineer, 

working for a startup in Bangalore. Good salary, lovely apartment in 

Koramangala. From the outside, he looked like he had it figured out. 

But he was lonely. Deeply, painfully lonely. 

He hadn't spoken to his family in Delhi for three years. Not his parents, 

not his younger brother, not his extended family in their joint family 

compound in Rohini. He'd cut them all off after a massive argument 

about an arranged marriage they wanted him to accept. 

"I told them I needed to choose my own life," he said. "They told me 

I was being selfish, that I was disrespecting everything they'd done for 

me. So, I left. Moved to Bangalore. Started over." 

For a while, it felt like freedom. But lately, the isolation had become 

unbearable. Not just from his family. From everyone. He had 

colleagues but no real friends. He'd tried dating but couldn't connect 

with anyone. Even his roommate complained that Aarav was distant, 

hard to reach. 

"It's like there's a glass wall between me and everyone else," he said. 

He'd been in therapy for a year. His therapist was helping him process 

childhood trauma, set boundaries, and build self-esteem. All good 

work. But the isolation was getting worse, not better. 

That's when his therapist suggested constellation work. 

Aarav was sceptical initially. "I don't see how looking at my family 

system will help," he said. "I left them for a reason. They're toxic. I'm 

better off without them." 

But he was desperate enough to try. 

We set up his constellation on a Saturday afternoon. I asked him to 

choose representatives for himself, for his father, and for his mother. 

We started with just those three. 
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The representative for Aarav immediately started moving away from 

the family representatives, just drifting backwards, creating distance. 

The representatives for his parents stood facing each other, tense, not 

looking at Aarav at all. 

"What are you feeling?" I asked Aarav’s representative. 

"I need to get away," he said. "I can't breathe here." 

"And you?" I asked the father representative. 

"I'm not even thinking about him," he said, gesturing toward Aarav. 

"I'm worried about something else. Something behind me." 

That's when I knew. Something was missing from this picture. 

"Aarav," I said, "is there anyone in your father's family who was 

excluded? Someone who left or was forced out?" 

Long silence. 

Then Aarav's face changed. "My father's older brother," he said 

slowly. "My uncle. I forgot about him." 

Forgot. That's what we do with excluded members. We forget them so 

completely that it's like they never existed. 

The story came out in pieces. Aarav's uncle, his father's older brother, 

had left the family twenty-five years ago. He'd fallen in love with a 

Christian woman and wanted to marry her. The family said no. 

Absolutely not. Disown her, or we disown you. 

He chose her. 

The family cut him off completely. His name was never spoken again. 

Photos were removed. His children grew up not knowing they had an 

uncle. Aarav had heard whispers about him once as a child, but when 

he asked, he was told never to mention it again. 

So, he didn't. He forgot. The family forgot. Or pretended to. 

But the family system doesn't forget. 

I invited Aarav to choose someone to represent his uncle. We placed 

him in the constellation, standing at a distance, turned away. 
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Immediately, everything shifted. 

The father representative turned and looked at the uncle. His shoulders 

sagged. The mother representative relaxed. And Aarav's 

representative stopped moving away. He stood still, looking at his 

uncle. 

"What's happening now?" I asked Aarav’s representative. 

"I feel sad," he said. "Really sad. And... relieved? Like something 

makes sense now." 

Aarav was crying. "I'm doing exactly what my uncle did," he said. "I 

thought I was choosing freedom. I'm just following his pattern. The 

pattern of the excluded one." 

This is what Hellinger called blind love. We're loyal to our family 

systems in ways we can't see. Aarav had no conscious connection to 

his uncle. But unconsciously, he was representing him. Living out his 

exclusion, maintaining the pattern. 

The family had excluded the uncle because he chose love over duty. 

And now Aarav, who'd never known him, was living out that same 

tension. He'd left because his family prioritised duty over his 

autonomy. He thought he was rebelling. He was actually following a 

script written before he was born. 

"What if I include him?" Aarav asked. "How do I do that?" 

In the constellation, we had Aarav's representative walk over to the 

uncle. Stand next to him. Acknowledge him. "You belong to this 

family," Aarav said to the representative. "You're my uncle. I see you." 

Simple words. But the shift in the room was palpable. 

The uncle representative relaxed. The father representative visibly 

softened. And Aarav's representative could finally turn back toward 

his family without that desperate urge to run. 

"It doesn't mean I have to move back to Delhi," Aarav said after. "It 

doesn't mean I have to accept everything they want. But something 
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loosened inside me. Like, I got permission to be connected to them 

while still living my own life." 

He called his mother that week. First time in six months. The 

conversation was awkward but not angry. A beginning. 

Three months later, he started a genuine friendship with a colleague. 

Six months after that, he was in a relationship. 

"I don't know how to explain it," he told me. "But that glass wall is 

gone. I can actually feel connected to people now." 

 

Figure 2.2: Common belonging violations in Indian families. When family members are 

excluded for bringing "shame," someone in the next generation often unconsciously 

represents them through similar life patterns or struggles. 

 

When Orders Are Broken 

Let me show you what happens when each order is violated. Not in 

theory. In real life. 

When Belonging is Violated 

Surajbala came to me because of depression that had lasted her entire 

adult life. She was thirty-three, working as a teacher in Delhi, 

functional but joyless. Medication helped, but never completely. 



24 

Therapy explored her childhood but found nothing dramatically 

traumatic. 

In her constellation, we discovered she was named after her mother's 

first daughter. A baby born two years before Surajbala, but who could 

not survive beyond the first month. The family never spoke about it. 

The grief was too raw. They moved on. Had Surajbala. Gave her the 

same name as the daughter who died. 

Surajbala was a replacement child. She wasn't just herself. She was 

also carrying the weight of the sister who never got to live. Her 

depression wasn't hers. It was grief for the excluded one. 

When we acknowledged that first daughter in the constellation, when 

we gave her a place in the system even though she'd died, Surajbala's 

depression started to lift. Not immediately. But over months. Like a 

heavy coat being slowly removed. 

When Order is Violated 

Vivek was a successful businessman in Mumbai. Married, two kids, 

thriving company. But his marriage was falling apart. 

His wife complained that he was never emotionally present. "It's like 

he's married to his mother, not me," she said. 

In the constellation, the dynamic became visible immediately. Vivek's 

mother had used him as her emotional confidante his whole life. His 

father was cold, absent even when physically present. So, she turned 

to Vivek. From age ten, he was the one who listened to her problems, 

comforted her, and made her feel valued. 

He thought he was being a good son. He was actually being a substitute 

partner. 

The order had been inverted. The child was parenting the parent. And 

now, as an adult, he couldn't be in a peer relationship with his wife. 

Every time she needed emotional support, he felt suffocated. Because 

in his system, being someone's emotional support meant being 

responsible for their entire well-being. It meant being the parent. 
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His wife wasn't asking him to parent her. But that's what he heard. 

Because the order had been confused when he was young. 

When we restored the order in the constellation, symbolically 

returning the responsibility to his mother and letting Vivek be a son, 

something shifted. He could finally see his wife as a partner, not as 

another person demanding he play a role that was never his to play. 

When Balance is Violated 

Three siblings came to me together, which is rare. They were fighting 

over their father's property after his death. The eldest brother had 

taken care of both parents for fifteen years while the other two siblings 

lived abroad and contributed almost nothing. Now they wanted equal 

inheritance. 

The eldest was enraged. "I gave up my career. I was there for every 

hospital visit, every difficult night. Where were you?" 

The younger siblings felt guilty but also defensive. "We sent money. 

We called. It's not our fault that we had opportunities abroad." 

Balance was broken. One had given everything. The others had taken 

the freedom to build their own lives while he shouldered the burden. 

There's no simple resolution to this. No amount of money balances 

fifteen years of caregiving. But acknowledgement helps. When the 

younger siblings could truly see what their brother had carried, when 

they could honour it rather than minimise it, something eased in the 

heavy energy field. 

They didn't divide the property equally in the end. The eldest took a 

larger chunk, and the younger ones agreed it was right. Not because 

of greed. Because the balance needed to be restored, even imperfectly. 

 

Understanding Your Family's Order 

Indian families have a particular hierarchical structure. If you grew up 

in a joint family, you know this viscerally. 
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The patriarch sits at the head of the table. His wife serves food but has 

her own domain of power in the household. The eldest son carries the 

weight of family responsibility. His wife enters at the lowest level of 

the hierarchy, expected to prove herself. Younger sons have more 

freedom but less authority. Daughters are loved but also seen as 

temporary, destined for another family. 

This isn't good or bad. It just is. It's how our family systems have 

organised themselves for generations. 

But understanding it helps you see where the pressure points are. 

 

Figure 2.3: Typical hierarchy in an Indian joint family system. Understanding your place in 

this order helps explain many family dynamics and personal struggles. This isn't a rigid 

prescription but recognition of common patterns. 

Now, think about your own family. Draw it out if it helps. Keeping 

the family structure in mind, now think about the following: - 

Who, in your family, do you think has more power? Who makes the 

decisions for and on behalf of the family? 

Who gets most heard, most talked about, and who gets ignored? Or, 

who do you think keeps sulking, because he/she thinks so? 

Who controls the finances in your family? Where are you in that 

order? 
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Does your actual position match the traditional hierarchy, or is 

something, somewhere inverted?  

Are you the youngest child carrying the weight of the family? That's 

an order violation.  

Are you the daughter treated like the son your parents wanted? That's 

confusing the order. 

Are you the second wife, treated like the first never existed? That's 

violating precedence. 

These inversions create suffering. Not because the traditional order is 

sacred. But because when the system doesn't acknowledge what is 

true, when it tries to pretend someone doesn't exist or someone is in a 

place they're not, everyone feels the wrongness of it. 

The solution isn't to rigidly enforce traditional hierarchies. Many of 

those hierarchies are oppressive, especially to women, to younger 

members, to those who don't fit the mould. 

The solution is to see the system as it actually is. Acknowledge what's 

true. The first wife existed even if the second marriage is happier. The 

parents are the parents, even if they weren't perfect. The older sibling 

came first, even if the younger one is more successful. 

When we can see and acknowledge what it is, we have a chance to 

work with it consciously rather than be controlled by it unconsciously. 

 

Where This Leaves You 

Your family isn't randomly difficult. It's not chaotic without reason. 

It's following an order. Sometimes that order serves you. Sometimes 

it doesn't. But you can't change what you can't see. 

The three orders, i.e., Belonging, Order, Balance, are operating in your 

family whether you know it or not. Someone is being excluded, and 

someone else is representing them. The hierarchy is being honoured 

or violated. Give-and-take is balanced or imbalanced. These aren't just 

the moral judgments. These are the systemic realities. 
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Once you can see the orders operating in your family, once you can 

see where they're violated and where they're honoured, you gain a 

choice you didn't have before. 

You can honour your family's order while still living your own life. 

You can acknowledge those who were excluded without repeating 

their exclusion. You can respect the natural hierarchy without being 

crushed by it. 

Aarav's story showed us the power of blind love. He thought he was 

rebelling against his family. He was actually unconsciously loyal to 

the uncle they'd excluded. Once he could see that and honour it 

consciously, he didn't have to live it out anymore. 

That's the power of seeing the system. 

But here's the next question. If these patterns get set generations ago, 

how do they actually travel through time? How does your 

grandmother's unprocessed grief become your anxiety? How does 

your grandfather's shame become your self-sabotage? 

That's what we need to explore next. The mechanics of inheritance. 

The weight we carry that isn't ours. The debts that span generations. 

That's where we're going in Chapter 3. 

 

Chapter 2 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Family systems follow three fundamental orders: 

Belonging, Order (hierarchy), and Balance. Understanding these 

orders helps you see why certain family dynamics exist and why 

violations create suffering. 

The Three Orders: 

1. Belonging: Everyone has an equal right to belong. Exclusion 

creates instability. 

2. Order: Those who came first have precedence. Parents before 

children, elders before younger. 
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3. Balance: In peer relationships, give and take must balance. 

Imbalance creates debt or entitlement. 

What You Learned: 

•  Indian families have specific hierarchies shaped by culture and 

tradition 

•  Violations of these orders create suffering, often in the next 

generation 

•  Exclusion is particularly powerful. What's invisible has more 

power than what's seen 

•  Parentification (child playing parent role) is a common order 

violation 

•  Balance violations create resentment in relationships 

Research Foundation: 

•  Hellinger's Orders of Love provide the framework 

•  Systems theory explains how families self-organise 

•  Indian family structure research shows unique collectivist 

patterns 

•  Attachment theory connects individual psychology to systemic 

dynamics 

Remember This: Aarav's story. He thought he was choosing freedom 

by cutting off his family. He was unconsciously representing his 

excluded uncle. Blind love keeps us loyal to what was excluded. When 

he could see and honour the pattern, he didn't have to live it out 

anymore. 

Cultural Insight: Indian concepts such as pitru rin (ancestral debt), 

izzat (family honour), Sanskar (values), and Parivar (family as a unit) 

are systemic forces. They're not just abstract values. They're the 

invisible architecture holding family systems together. 

What's Next: Now you understand the orders that govern family 

systems. But what happens to pain that can't be expressed? To grief 
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that gets buried? To trauma that has no outlet? That unprocessed 

emotional content doesn't disappear. It travels through generations 

like an underground current. That's where inherited trauma lives. And 

that's what we'll explore in Chapter 3. 
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CHAPTER 3:  
The Weight We Carry 

Inherited Trauma and Systemic Debts 

 

"What we don't transform, we transmit." 

~ Richard Rohr 

 

I need to tell you about the moment I discovered I was carrying 

something that wasn't mine. 

“I was twenty-nine. Successful by most measures. Promising career, 

solid relationships, healthy lifestyle. But I had this low-grade sadness 

that never quite left. Like background music, I'd learned to ignore, but 

that was always playing. 

Therapy helped me understand my childhood. I worked through issues 

with my parents. I learned coping strategies. The sadness remained. 

Then I did my own constellation work. 

What emerged was my grandmother's story. She'd lost her entire 

family during Partition. Everything. Everyone. She was seventeen, 

travelling to what would become Pakistan to stay with relatives when 

the violence erupted: her parents, her younger siblings, her home, all 

gone in the chaos. 

She made it to Delhi. Survived. Eventually, got married to my 

grandfather, had children, and built a new life. She never spoke about 

what she lost. My mother grew up knowing something had happened, 

but never hearing the details. It was buried. Forgotten. Moved past. 

Except it wasn't. Not really. 

That unprocessed grief, that trauma too significant to feel, had moved 

through my grandmother, to my mother and then to me. By the time it 

reached me, it had transformed into something unrecognisable. Not 

grief anymore. Just this vague, persistent sadness I couldn't explain. 
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In the constellation, when we honoured my grandmother's loss, when 

we gave it space to be seen and acknowledged, something released in 

my chest. Like a pressure I'd carried so long, I thought it was part of 

my body structure. 

The sadness didn't disappear overnight. But it began to lift. And I 

finally understood what I'd been carrying all those years. 

My grandmother's tears. Unshed. Waiting to be cried.” 

 

How Trauma Travels Through Generations 

Here's what happens when pain is too big to process. 

Your grandmother experiences something devastating. Maybe 

Partition violence. Maybe the death of a child. Maybe an abortion she 

was forced into. Maybe she couldn't escape the abuse. Something that 

breaks her in a fundamental way. 

She has no support system to help her process this. No therapy. No 

framework for understanding trauma. In her time and culture, you just 

kept going. You buried it. You were strong. You moved forward. 

So, she buries it. Deep in her body. In her nervous system. In her very 

cells. 

And here's what science is now showing us. That buried trauma doesn't 

just stay buried. It leaves marks. Biological marks. Changes in how 

genes are expressed. Alterations in stress hormone levels. Shifts in 

how the nervous system responds to threat. 

These changes don't die with her. They get passed down. 

Her daughter, your mother, was born with a nervous system already 

primed for anxiety. She doesn't know why. She's never experienced 

what her mother experienced. But her body remembers what her 

mother's body couldn't forget. 

And then you're born. And you inherit that same nervous system 

patterning. That same hypervigilance. That same sense that the world 

isn't quite safe, even when everything in your actual life is fine. 
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This is transgenerational trauma. The transmission of pain across 

generations. 

Bert Hellinger observed this pattern thousands of times in 

constellation work before science could explain the mechanism. He 

noticed that children would carry unprocessed emotions from their 

parents and grandparents. What the older generation couldn't feel, the 

younger generation would feel on their behalf. 

Now we have research to back this up. 

Rachel Yehuda studied the children of Holocaust survivors. These 

children, born after the war, who never experienced concentration 

camps themselves, showed biological markers of trauma. Their 

cortisol levels, their stress responses, and their vulnerability to PTSD, 

all affected by something their parents endured. 

The trauma had been transmitted. Not just through stories or behaviour 

modelling. Through biology. 

Other researchers have found similar patterns. Children of genocide 

survivors. Children of war veterans. Children of people who 

experienced severe childhood abuse. The trauma echoes through 

generations. 

In India, we have our own history of collective trauma. Partition 

displaced millions, killed hundreds of thousands, and separated 

families that were never reunited. The Emergency. Communal 

violence. Caste atrocities. These aren't just historical events. They're 

living wounds, still bleeding through family lines. 

But it's not just massive trauma that gets transmitted. Smaller wounds 

travel too. A mother's unexpressed grief. A father's unacknowledged 

shame. A grandparent's secret that was never spoken. 

Silence doesn't heal wounds. It just makes them invisible. And 

invisible wounds have more power than visible ones. 
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Figure 3.1: How trauma travels through three generations via biological, psychological, and 

systemic pathways. Each generation inherits and amplifies unprocessed pain unless the cycle 

is consciously interrupted. 

 

Kavita's Inheritance 

Kavita was thirty-one when she walked into the session room in 

Mumbai. Graphic designer. Talented. Clients loved her work. But she 

was struggling. 

Depression had been with her since she was fourteen. Low-grade, 

persistent. She'd tried three different antidepressants over the years. 

They helped a bit. Took the edge off. But the depression never fully 

lifted. 

She'd been in therapy on and off for a decade. She'd explored her 

childhood. Her relationship with her parents was fine. Nothing 



35 

dramatic. No abuse, no neglect. Just a typical middle-class upbringing 

in Mumbai. 

"I don't understand why I'm depressed," she told. "My life is good. I 

have work I love, friends, and financial stability. But I wake up every 

morning with this heaviness. Like I'm grieving something, but I don't 

know what." 

When her family history was explored, these details became obvious. 

Her parents were both professionals. Her father was an engineer, her 

mother a teacher. They'd moved to Mumbai from Punjab in the early 

1980s. Built a stable life, raised two daughters. Everything seemed 

straightforward. 

"What about your grandparents?" I asked. 

She knew her father's parents. They'd passed away when she was in 

college. Her mother's parents; she'd never met them. Her grandmother 

died before she was born. Her grandfather died when she was a baby. 

"What happened to your grandmother?" 

"I don't know exactly," Kavita said. "My mother doesn't talk about her. 

I asked once when I was young, and my mother got this look on her 

face. Shut down. Said it was too painful. So, I stopped asking." 

This is where constellation work becomes valuable. The things 

families don't talk about; those are often the things that matter most 

systemically. 

We set up Kavita's constellation. Representatives for Kavita, her 

mother, and her grandmother. We started simple. 

The representative for Kavita immediately looked down. Her 

shoulders curved inward. "I feel heavy," she said. "Sad. Very, very 

sad." 

The representative for her mother stood rigid. Looking away from 

everyone and trying to be strong. 

The representative for her grandmother stood apart from both of them. 

Alone. Turned away. And she was weeping. 
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"What are you feeling?" I asked the grandmother representative. 

"Grief," she said. "Overwhelming grief. Everything is lost. Everyone 

is gone." 

Kavita was crying now. "What happened to her?" 

After the constellation, Kavita called her mother. For the first time in 

her adult life, she insisted on hearing the story. And her mother, 

finally, told her. 

Kavita's grandmother was from Lahore. She was seventeen when 

Partition happened. Her family was travelling to visit relatives when 

the violence erupted. She got separated in the chaos. She never saw 

her parents or her three younger siblings again. Dead, disappeared, 

scattered - she never knew. 

She made it to Delhi alone. Traumatized. Grieving. But there was no 

space for that grief. Refugees were everywhere. Everyone had lost 

someone. You survived. You moved forward. That's what you did. 

She married within two years. Had children. Raised them. Never spoke 

about Lahore. Never mentioned her lost family. Buried it so deep that 

her own children barely knew the story. 

She died when Kavita's mother was pregnant with Kavita, passed 

quietly, without ever expressing that grief. 

And that grief had nowhere to go. So, it moved. Through the family 

line. Through Kavita's mother, who'd grown up with a mother who 

was emotionally absent in some fundamental way. And into Kavita, 

who inherited an inexplicable sadness. 

"I've been mourning people I never met," Kavita said. "Losses I never 

knew about. All these years, I thought something was wrong with me. 

But this sadness isn't mine. It's hers." 

Three months after her constellation, Kavita did something that 

surprised her. She took a trip to Delhi. Went to a memorial for the 

Partition victims. Lit a candle for her grandmother's lost family. 

Named them in her heart, even though she didn't know their names. 
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"It felt like I was finally allowed to grieve," she said. "And after that, 

the depression started lifting. Not all at once. But gradually. Like 

weight being removed piece by piece." 

Last I heard from her, two years after her constellation, she was off 

antidepressants for the first time since she was eighteen. The 

depression hadn't vanished completely. But it was manageable. 

Occasional. Not the constant companion it had been. 

"I still get sad," she told me. "But now it feels like my own sadness. 

Not this borrowed grief I've been carrying." 

 

The Burden Map 

In family systems, burden doesn't distribute evenly. Certain people 

tend to carry certain things. 

It's not random. There are patterns. 

The youngest child often carries what was excluded. The most 

sensitive child becomes the family's emotional barometer, feeling 

what everyone else suppresses. The oldest child carries the family 

legacy and the pressure to succeed. Daughters often carry their 

mothers' unexpressed emotions. Sons carry their fathers' unfulfilled 

dreams. 

In Indian families, these patterns take specific forms. 

The daughter born after a son dies often carries the weight of being a 

replacement child. She's loved, but she's also unconsciously expected 

to be someone she's not. To fill a hole that can never be filled. That 

creates a burden no child should carry. 

The son named after his grandfather often carries that grandfather's 

unfinished business. If the grandfather died in debt or shame, the 

grandson might unconsciously sabotage his own success to remain 

loyal to the ancestor's fate. 

The youngest daughter in a family that desperately wanted a son 

carries her mother's disappointment. Not because her mother doesn't 
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love her. But because the system holds the mother's grief about not 

producing a male heir. That grief becomes the daughter's burden. 

The first child of a second marriage sometimes carries guilt that isn't 

theirs. Guilt about replacing the first family. About existing where 

others once existed. Heavy stuff for a young nervous system. 

Let me give you a few more examples of how this plays out. 

Aditya came to me because he couldn't seem to succeed in business. 

Every venture he started would do well initially, then collapse. He'd 

self-sabotage in ways he couldn't understand. Make decisions that 

made no sense. Push away investors. Miss opportunities. 

In his constellation, we discovered he was named after his grandfather. 

His namesake. His grandfather had owned a textile business that failed 

in the 1970s. He lost everything. Died in shame and debt. 

Aditya was unconsciously loyal to his grandfather by repeating the 

failure. Success felt like a betrayal. Like leaving his grandfather 

behind. So, every time Aditya got close to real success, some part of 

him sabotaged it to stay connected to his grandfather's fate. 

Once he could see this pattern and consciously honour his grandfather 

without having to repeat his fate, the self-sabotage stopped. His next 

business venture succeeded. Still going strong five years later. 

Meera was the fifth daughter in her family. Her parents had 

desperately wanted a son. Five girls later, they gave up. Meera grew 

up knowing she was both loved and a disappointment. Her mother 

never said it directly. But Meera felt it in her bones. 

She spent her whole life trying to prove her worth and achieving, 

excelling, and being perfect. Nothing was ever enough. She couldn't 

shake the feeling that she was somehow fundamentally inadequate. 

In her constellation, when we gave space to her mother's grief about 

not having a son, when we acknowledged that grief as real without 

making it Meera's responsibility, something shifted. Meera could 

finally separate her mother's pain from her own identity. 
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"I don't have to compensate for not being a boy," she said. "I can just 

be me." 

 

Figure 3.2: The Burden Map showing typical patterns of who carries what in Indian family 

systems. These aren't universal rules but common systemic tendencies that create 

predictable suffering patterns. 

 

Pitru Rin: The Systemic View 

In Indian culture, we've always understood that we carry something 

from those who came before us. We call it pitru rin. The debt to our 

ancestors. 

Traditionally, this is understood as a spiritual debt. We owe our 

ancestors for giving us life. We repay this debt through rituals, through 

living well, through honouring their memory. 

But from a systemic perspective, pitru rin is something more concrete. 

It's the unfinished emotional business of our ancestors. The 

unprocessed pain. The unexpressed grief. The secret shame. The 

hidden trauma. 

These aren't metaphysical burdens. They're psychological and 

biological ones. 
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When your grandfather died with unresolved guilt about something, 

that guilt doesn't disappear. It stays in the family system. You might 

feel inexplicable guilt about things that aren't your fault. That's his 

guilt, travelling through the line. 

When your grandmother couldn't express her rage about an injustice 

she suffered, that rage gets stored. Your mother might have been 

inexplicably angry. You might struggle with anger management. 

That's stored rage, looking for expression. 

The concept of karma in Indian thought, the idea that consequences of 

actions persist across lifetimes, can be understood systemically. As 

the persistence of unresolved patterns through family lines. Not just 

as a literal reincarnation necessarily. 

Your grandfather's choices created consequences. Those 

consequences affected your father. Those effects landed on you. The 

pattern persists until someone becomes conscious enough to see it and 

transform it. 

Samskaras, the deep impressions left by past actions, aren't just 

individual. They're systemic. Your family has samskaras. Patterns 

carved so deep they feel like destiny. But they're not destiny. They're 

just patterns that can be seen and changed. 

The traditional rituals we perform: shraddha, pitru paksha, ancestor 

veneration, etc, these aren't superstition. These are ways of 

acknowledging what came before. Of giving space to what was lost or 

unresolved. Of honouring without being consumed. 

But the rituals alone aren't enough if the underlying pattern remains 

unconscious. You can perform all the rituals perfectly and still carry 

the unprocessed grief. The rituals do help. But conscious awareness is 

what truly transforms. 

The difference between honouring ancestors and being trapped by 

their unfinished business is consciousness. 

When you can see the pattern, name it, acknowledge it, you can honour 

it without having to live it out. You can say, "This grief was my 
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grandmother's. I see it. I honour her pain. But it's not mine to carry 

anymore." 

That's not disrespect. That's actually the most profound respect. You're 

taking the burden seriously enough to put it down in the right place, 

finally. 

 

The Sensitive Child 

In every family system, there's usually one person who feels 

everything. The emotional antenna. The one who picks up what 

everyone else is suppressing. 

This child might be anxious for no apparent reason. Might have 

mysterious physical symptoms. Might be depressed despite a stable 

childhood. Might be unusually perceptive, reading moods and tensions 

that others miss. 

This isn't a weakness. It's sensitivity. The ability to perceive what 

others can't see. 

But it comes at a cost. The sensitive child often becomes the family's 

symptom bearer. They carry what the family won't acknowledge. The 

secret addiction, the hidden affair, the unspoken grief, the buried 

shame, all of it shows up in the sensitive child's body and behaviour. 

In constellation work, we often see that the child with "problems" is 

actually the healthiest person in the system. They're the only ones 

being honest about what everyone else is pretending isn't there. 

I worked with a fifteen-year-old girl once, brought in by her parents 

because she was having panic attacks. The parents seemed fine. 

Successful professionals. Stable marriage. Everything looked good on 

the surface. 

In the constellation, we discovered the father was having an affair. The 

mother knew but wasn't admitting she knew. The tension in the 

marriage was so thick you could cut it with a knife. But everyone was 

pretending everything was fine. 
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Except the daughter. Her body was screaming the truth the family 

wouldn't speak. Her panic attacks were the system's panic, finally 

finding expression. 

When the parents finally addressed the affair, when the truth could be 

spoken, the daughter's panic attacks stopped within weeks. 

She wasn't sick. She was sensitive. And her sensitivity had made her 

the bearer of a truth no one else would carry. 

If you were the sensitive child in your family, know this. Your 

struggles might not have been about you. You might have been 

carrying something too heavy for a child to carry. The family's 

unspoken truths. The system's denied pain. 

That's not your burden to carry anymore. You can put it down. You 

can honour what you sensed without having to embody it. 

 

Common Inherited Patterns 

Let me give you a checklist of patterns that are commonly transmitted 

across generations. Not because these are universal. But because these 

are what I see repeatedly in constellation work with Indian families. 

 

Figure 3.3: Common patterns that travel through Indian family lines. These aren't definitive 

diagnoses but indicators that systemic work might reveal inherited burdens you're carrying.
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Look through this list. Check what resonates. If three or more feel 

familiar, there's a good chance you're carrying something that didn't 

originate with you. 

That doesn't mean your struggles aren't real. They are. You feel what 

you feel. But understanding the source helps. When you know you're 

carrying your grandmother's grief rather than your own inadequacy, it 

changes everything. 

You can finally give the burden back to where it belongs. Not to your 

grandmother, who's gone. But to the family system itself. You can 

acknowledge it, honour it, and choose not to carry it forward. 

 

The Biology of Inheritance 

I want to be clear about something. This isn't just psychological. It's 

biological. 

Epigenetics has shown that trauma alters gene expression. Your DNA 

doesn't change. But which genes get turned on or off, how active they 

are, and how they respond to stress, those changes are based on 

experience. 

And those changes can be passed down. 

Your grandmother's trauma during Partition could have changed her 

stress hormone regulation. Those changes could have been passed to 

your mother. And then to you. So, you're born with a nervous system 

that's already primed for threat, even though you've never experienced 

what your grandmother experienced. 

This isn't deterministic. These changes aren't permanent. But they're 

real. 

Studies on Dutch famine survivors showed that children born to 

women who experienced severe starvation during pregnancy had 

different metabolic profiles. Their grandchildren, two generations 

removed from the famine, still showed effects. The body remembers 

the assault. 
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Studies on 9/11 survivors who were pregnant at the time showed their 

children had altered cortisol levels. The stress their mothers 

experienced shaped their children's biology. 

This is why telling someone to "just get over it" doesn't work. It's not 

just in your head. It's in your cells. In your nervous system. In the very 

architecture of your stress response. 

But here's the hopeful part. Epigenetic changes can be reversed. New 

experiences, new understanding, new patterns - these can create new 

changes. The biology isn't fixed. 

When you do constellation work, when you acknowledge and honour 

inherited trauma, something shifts not just psychologically but 

physiologically. Your nervous system gets the message: it's safe to let 

this go. This isn't your burden. 

I've seen people's physical health improve after constellation work. 

Chronic pain lessens. Anxiety disorders ease. Sleep improves. 

Because the body can finally stop holding the ancestor's un-discharged 

stress. 

 

Addressing the Sensitive Subjects 

We need to talk about the complicated inheritances. The ones Indian 

families especially don't want to speak about. 

Gender preference. The disappointment families carry when daughters 

are born instead of sons. This isn't just an attitude. It's a wound that 

travels. The daughter feels it even if no one says it directly. She carries 

her mother's shame, her father's disappointment, her grandmother's 

internalised misogyny. That burden shapes her sense of self. 

Dowry. Families that took dowry or gave dowry under pressure carry 

shame about it. That shame doesn't disappear. It shows up in the next 

generation as money anxiety, as guilt about having, as fear of being 

valued only for what you provide. 

Caste discrimination. Families that faced caste violence or systematic 

exclusion carry that wound. Children and grandchildren of Dalit 
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families often struggle with feeling "less than" even when they've 

achieved success. The historical trauma of being seen as untouchable 

leaves lasting marks. 

These aren't individual psychological problems. They're systemic 

wounds. 

When we can acknowledge them openly, when we can see how the 

collective trauma of patriarchy, caste oppression, and communal 

violence has shaped family lines, we can start to heal. 

Not by denying what happened. Not by pretending it doesn't matter. 

But by seeing it, honouring the pain it caused, and choosing not to 

unconsciously pass it forward. 

The pattern stops when someone becomes conscious enough to see it 

and brave enough to name it. 

 

What This Means for You 

If you're reading this and recognising yourself, if you're feeling that 

cold recognition of "oh, I'm carrying something that isn't mine," here's 

what I want you to know. 

This isn't your fault. You didn't choose this burden. It chose you. Or 

rather, the family system needed someone to carry it, and you were 

sensitive enough, loving enough, open enough to take it on. 

That's actually a form of unconscious love. You're being loyal to your 

family by carrying what they couldn't bear. That's beautiful in its way. 

But it's no longer necessary. 

You can honour what came before without having to live it out. You 

can acknowledge your grandmother's grief without being depressed 

your whole life. You can respect your grandfather's shame without 

sabotaging your own success. 

The way forward isn't to reject your family or deny their struggles. It's 

to see those struggles clearly, to honour them consciously, and to 

choose not to transmit them unconsciously to the next generation. 
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That's what the next chapter is about. How do we actually see these 

patterns? How do we make the invisible visible? That's where 

constellation work comes in. 

But before we go there, let me leave you with this thought. 

Your pain might not be yours. And that's actually good news. Because 

if it's not yours, you don't have to carry it forever. You can finally set 

it down in the right place. 

 

Chapter 3 Key Points 

The Big Idea: You may be carrying pain that isn't yours—inherited 

from ancestors who couldn't process their own trauma. This isn't a 

weakness. It's unconscious loyalty. And once you see it, you can 

choose to stop transmitting it. 

How Trauma Travels: 

•  Biologically: Through epigenetic changes that alter gene 

expression 

•  Psychologically: Through attachment patterns and learned 

behaviours 

•  Systemically: Through unconscious loyalty and representative 

patterns 

What You Learned: 

•  Unprocessed trauma doesn't disappear; it moves through 

family lines 

•  Certain family members (youngest, most sensitive, 

replacement children) tend to carry more 

•  Indian families have specific patterns (Partition trauma, gender 

disappointment, dowry shame, caste wounds) 

•  The "sensitive child" often carries the family's unspoken truths 

•  Physical and mental health issues can be expressions of 

inherited burden 



47 

Research Foundation: 

•  Yehuda's epigenetics research shows biological transmission 

of trauma 

•  Kellermann's work documents transgenerational patterns 

•  Scharf's three-generation studies confirm persistence 

•  Indian Partition trauma research shows lasting effects 

•  Attachment theory explains psychological transmission 

Remember This: Kavita's depression wasn't hers. It was her 

grandmother's buried grief from Partition. Once she could see and 

honour that, the weight began to lift. She wasn't broken. She was 

carrying something too heavy for one person to carry. 

Cultural Insight: Pitru rin isn't just spiritual debt. It's unfinished 

emotional business. Karma isn't mystical; it's systemic patterns 

persisting across generations. Samskaras are family patterns carved 

deep by unprocessed pain. The rituals help, but consciousness 

transforms. 

What's Next: Understanding that you might be carrying inherited 

trauma is crucial. But how do you actually see these invisible patterns? 

How do you make the unconscious conscious? That's where family 

constellation work comes in. In the next chapter, I'll show you 

precisely what happens in a constellation session and how it makes the 

invisible visible. 
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CHAPTER 4:  
Making the Invisible Visible 

How Family Constellations Actually Work 

 

"The knowing field holds everything. We need only to trust what 

emerges." 

~ Bert Hellinger 

 

You're sitting in a room with about fifteen other people. Some are here 

for their own constellations. Others came to be representatives. 

Everyone is nervous in that particular way people get when they're 

about to do something they don't quite understand. 

The facilitator explains the process. You'll describe your issue briefly. 

Not your whole life story. Just the essence of what you're struggling 

with. Then you'll choose people from the room to represent family 

members. Please place them in the space according to how you feel 

they relate to each other. 

It sounds simple. Almost too simple. How can strangers standing in a 

room show you anything about your family? 

But then it begins. 

The representatives start to feel things. Physical sensations they can't 

explain. Emotions that aren't theirs. Impulses to move or speak. And 

somehow, impossibly, what they think matches the actual family 

dynamics. Things they couldn't possibly know. 

You watch it unfold. Your family system, made visible. The invisible 

patterns are suddenly right there in front of you, embodied by 

strangers who are somehow accessing something true. 

That's when you understand. This isn't role play. This isn't theatre. 

Something real is happening. Something you can't quite explain but 

can't deny. 
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Let me show you what that looks like. 

 

What Actually Happens 

A constellation session usually lasts sixty to ninety minutes for each 

person's issue. If it's a group setting, three or four people might work 

in a day. If it's one-on-one, you have the facilitator's full attention. 

Here's how it typically unfolds. 

First, you describe your issue to the facilitator. Maybe you say, "I can't 

maintain relationships." Or "I keep sabotaging my career." Or "I have 

anxiety I can't explain." You don't need to explain everything. Just 

name the pattern. 

The facilitator might ask a few questions. About your family structure. 

About any significant events—deaths, migrations, exclusions. But 

they won't dig too deep. The constellation will reveal what needs to be 

revealed. 

Then you choose representatives. If your issue involves your 

relationship with success, you might choose someone to represent you 

and someone to represent "success." If it's about family dynamics, 

you'd choose people to represent key family members. Father, mother, 

maybe siblings or grandparents. 

You don't tell these representatives anything about the people they're 

representing. That's crucial. They go in blank. 

Then you place them in the space. Not randomly. You position them 

according to your felt sense of how these people relate to each other. 

Close together or far apart. Facing each other or turned away. 

Whatever feels right to you. 

This placement comes from your body's knowing, not your mind's 

analysis. You might not consciously understand why you're placing 

your father facing away from your mother, but some part of you knows 

that's accurate. 



50 

Once everyone is placed, you step back. You become the observer 

now. The constellation unfolds without you directing it. 

And this is where it gets interesting. 

The representatives start to feel things. The person representing your 

father might feel inexplicably sad. The person representing you might 

feel a pull toward someone or an urge to move away. The person 

representing your mother might feel angry, tired, or trapped. 

These aren't feelings they brought into the room. These are feelings 

that arise from the position, from the role, from something they're 

accessing that we don't fully understand. 

The facilitator pays attention. Asks questions. "What are you feeling?" 

"Where do you want to move?" "Who are you looking at?" 

Slowly, the pattern reveals itself. Maybe the father representative 

keeps looking behind him, as if someone's there. "Who's missing?" the 

facilitator asks. And you suddenly remember. Your father's brother 

who died young. Never mentioned. Excluded from family memory. 

Or maybe the representative for you keeps moving away from 

everyone. Can't stay connected. And you realise that's exactly your 

pattern in life. The constellation is showing you what you've been 

doing unconsciously. 

The facilitator might then add that missing person to the constellation. 

Invite healing movements. Have you acknowledged what was 

excluded or honoured what was dishonoured? Simple gestures that 

carry profound weight. 

Sometimes there are words. Specific phrases that need to be spoken. 

"I see you." "You belong here." "I honour what you gave." These aren't 

scripted. They emerge from what the constellation shows is needed. 

The session ends when there's a sense of resolution. Not that 

everything is fixed. But that something has been seen, acknowledged, 

and honoured. A shift has occurred. You can feel it in your body. The 

representatives can feel it too. 
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Then everyone is released from their roles, shaken off. The 

representatives go back to being themselves. And you sit with what 

was revealed. 

 

Karthik Sees His System 

Let me take you through a real constellation so you can see how this 

works. 

Karthik was thirty-five when he came to me. Investment banker in 

Chennai. Smart guy. Talented. His colleagues respected him. His boss 

valued him. But he couldn't get promoted. 

He'd been passed over three times in five years for promotions that 

should have been his. Each time, he'd somehow sabotaged himself 

right before the decision. Made an uncharacteristic error on a report. 

Said something inappropriate in a crucial meeting. Missed a deadline 

that he'd never usually miss. 

"It's like I become a different person when promotion time comes," he 

said. "I freeze up. Make stupid mistakes. I know I'm doing it. But I 

can't stop myself." 

He'd worked with an executive coach. Practised confidence. Role-

played difficult conversations. Nothing changed. 

His issue wasn't skill or confidence. It was something more profound. 

Something systemic. 

We set up his constellation on a Saturday afternoon. About twelve 

people were in the room that day. Karthik chose four representatives. 

One for himself. One for "success" or "promotion." One for his father. 

And one for his mother. 

"Just place them according to how you feel they relate to each other," 

I told him. 

He placed himself in the centre. Put success quite far away, across the 

room. Positioned his father between himself and success, facing away 
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from him toward success. Put his mother off to the side, facing toward 

Karthik. 

Interesting configuration already. Success was distant. Father was 

blocking the path, not even looking at Karthik. Mother was watching. 

I invited everyone to tune in to their positions. To notice what they 

felt. 

The representative for Karthik spoke first. "I want to move toward 

success," he said. "But I can't. Something is stopping me." 

The representative for his father was rigid. Tense. "I'm focused on 

something," he said. "Something I can't reach. I feel like a failure." 

The mother representative said quietly, "I'm worried about him," 

nodding toward Karthik. "I'm trying to protect him." 

Already the pattern was emerging. 

I asked the Karthik representative to try walking toward success. He 

took two steps, then stopped. "I can't go past my father," he said. "It 

feels wrong. Like I'd be betraying him." 

This is classic. Children unconsciously limit their success to stay loyal 

to their parents. If the father failed, succeeding feels like surpassing 

him. Like a violation of the family order. 

I turned to Karthik. "Tell me about your father's career." 

His face shifted. "My father was brilliant," he said. "Top of his 

engineering class. Started working for a PSU. But he never got 

promoted beyond a certain level. He was passed over again and again. 

He became bitter about it. Angry. Drank too much in his later years." 

There it was. The father's unresolved failure was blocking the son's 

success. 

"Is there anyone else in your father's family with career struggles?" I 

asked. 

Karthik thought for a moment. "My father's older brother," he said. 

"He started a business in the eighties. It failed. He lost everything. The 
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family never really recovered financially. My father had to drop out 

of his master's program to support the family." 

Now we were getting somewhere. 

"Can you choose someone to represent your father's brother?" I asked. 

Karthik chose a man from the group. I asked him to stand where he 

felt he belonged in relation to the others. 

The representative walked to the far corner. Turned his back on 

everyone. "I'm ashamed," he said immediately. "I failed. I let everyone 

down. I don't deserve to be part of this family." 

The moment he spoke, the father representative's shoulders dropped. 

He turned slightly toward his brother. Started to cry. 

"What's happening?" I asked him. 

"I'm so angry at him," the father said. "His failure ruined my life. I had 

to give up everything because he couldn't make it work. But I also love 

him. And I feel guilty for being angry." 

This was the entanglement. The father was caught between love and 

resentment for his older brother. That unresolved conflict had become 

a block in his own career. And Karthik, unconsciously loyal to his 

father, had inherited that block. 

"And you?" I asked the Karthik representative. "How does this feel?" 

"I can't succeed because it would mean leaving both of them behind," 

he said. "My uncle failed. My father failed. If I succeed, I'm alone. I'm 

betraying the family pattern." 

Karthik was weeping now. "I thought I was just anxious about 

promotions," he said. "But I'm carrying my father's resentment and my 

uncle's shame. That's what stops me. Not fear. Loyalty." 

This is the invisible architecture of family systems. A business failure 

in the 1980s. An older brother's shame. A younger brother sacrificed 

his dreams. And a grandson, thirty-five years later, was unable to 

accept a promotion. 
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But now it was visible out in the open. And that meant we could work 

with it. 

I invited Karthik to enter the constellation himself, to stand next to the 

representative who'd been in his place. I had him face his uncle first. 

"Can you see him?" I asked. 

"Yes," Karthik said. 

"Say to him: 'I see what you lost. I honour what you tried to do. Your 

failure was yours, not mine. I'm going to succeed, and I'll carry you in 

my heart.'" 

Karthik said the words. The uncle representative straightened up. 

Looked at Karthik. Nodded. 

Then I had Karthik turn to his father. 

"Say to him: 'Dad, you gave up your dreams for the family. I see your 

sacrifice. I honour it. Now I'm going to take my success for both of 

us. I won't leave you behind. I'll carry what you gave me forward.'" 

The father representative relaxed. Reached out and put a hand on 

Karthik's shoulder. 

Finally, I had Karthik face success. "Can you walk toward it now?" 

He walked. Slowly. Past his father, who stepped aside. All the way to 

the success representative. When he reached her, he let out this huge 

breath. Like he'd been holding it for years. 

"How does this feel?" I asked. 

"Light," he said. "For the first time in my life, it feels okay to succeed." 

Three months later, Karthik got his promotion. Not because the 

constellation magically fixed him. But because the internal block was 

gone. He could finally allow himself to succeed without the 

unconscious guilt that had sabotaged him before. 

He emailed me a year later. "I'm doing well," he wrote. "And I visit 

my father more often now. I used to avoid him because his bitterness 
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was hard to be around. But now I understand what he carried. I can be 

with him without it weighing me down." 

 

Figure 4.1: Typical constellation setup. Representatives are placed according to the client's 

felt sense of relationships. Their positions and orientations reveal hidden family dynamics 

before anyone speaks. 

 

The Science of Knowing 

I know what you're thinking. How can strangers feel things about 

people they've never met? How can standing in a particular spot give 

you access to family information you don't consciously have? 

Honestly? We don't fully know. 
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Hellinger called it the "knowing field." A field of information that 

exists beyond individual consciousness. Representatives tap into this 

field when they take on a role in a constellation. 

That sounds mystical. Maybe it is. But there's also research suggesting 

mechanisms for how this might work. 

German researchers Christine Hunger and colleagues conducted a 

study with 208 participants. They found that constellation work 

produced significant positive effects on psychological well-being. But 

more interestingly, they documented the accuracy of representative 

perception. Representatives consistently reported feelings and 

sensations that matched actual family dynamics, even with no prior 

information. 

How? 

One explanation involves mirror neurons. These are brain cells that 

fire both when we perform an action and when we watch someone else 

perform that action. They're the biological basis of empathy. When 

you see someone in pain, your mirror neurons fire as if you're 

experiencing that pain yourself. 

In a constellation, you might be accessing something similar. Standing 

in the role of someone's father, your mirror neurons might activate 

patterns associated with that role. You feel what fathers feel. Not this 

specific father necessarily, but the archetypal experience of 

fatherhood with all its weight and responsibility. 

Another piece comes from what researchers call embodied cognition. 

We don't just think with our brains. We believe with our entire bodies. 

Your body holds memories, patterns, and information that your 

conscious mind doesn't access. When you take on a physical position 

in space and orient yourself in relation to others, you're activating 

body-based knowing. 

In Indian traditions, we've always understood this. Yoga teaches us 

that different postures create different states of consciousness. The 

body and mind aren't separate. Change your physical position, and you 
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change your internal state. Stand like a warrior, and you feel strength. 

Curl into yourself, and you feel vulnerable. 

Constellation work uses this principle. Stand in the position of the 

excluded one, and you feel exclusion. Standing blocking someone's 

path, and you feel the burden of being an obstacle. 

Rupert Sheldrake, a controversial but interesting British biologist, 

proposed the idea of morphic resonance. His theory suggests that 

systems share information across space and time through resonance 

fields, like how tuning forks vibrate in sympathy with each other. If 

this exists, representatives might be resonating with the actual family 

system they're representing. 

Most scientists don't accept Sheldrake's theory. It's too far outside 

conventional biology. But the phenomenon he's trying to explain, the 

fact that representatives do access real information, that's documented. 

We just don't have a complete explanation for the mechanism. 

My own understanding, after years of facilitation, is this. Family 

systems exist as fields of information. Not just as collections of 

individuals, but as wholes with their own patterns and dynamics. 

When you position yourself within a representation of that system and 

open yourself to whatever arises, you can access that information 

field. 

Is it mystical? Maybe. Is it real? Absolutely. I've watched it happen so 

many times. Representatives with no information about a family will 

describe dynamics that turn out to be precisely accurate. They'll feel 

emotions that belong to people they've never met. They'll sense what's 

missing, who's excluded, where the pain lives. 

The mechanism matters less than the result. What matters is that it 

works. The invisible becomes visible. The unconscious becomes 

conscious. And that creates the possibility for change. 

 



58 

 

Figure 4.2: The constellation facilitation process from issue statement to resolution. Each 

step builds on the previous, allowing hidden family dynamics to emerge and be addressed 

safely. 

 

What Representatives Experience 

Let me tell you what it's like to be a representative. Because 

understanding this helps you trust the process. 

You're chosen to represent someone's father. You know nothing about 

this person's actual father. You're just standing in a spot in the room. 

At first, you feel nothing unusual. You're just you, standing there. But 

then something starts to happen. A heaviness in your chest. Or a 

tension in your shoulders. Or a pulling sensation, like you want to turn 

around. 

These aren't your feelings. You were fine a moment ago. These 

sensations are arising from the position, from the role, from something 

you're channelling. 

You report what you're feeling. "There's pressure in my chest. I want 

to turn around. I feel like I'm carrying something heavy." 

The facilitator asks, "What do you want to do?" 



59 

And you follow the impulse. You turn. And there, behind you in the 

constellation, is a representative for the client's grandfather. Someone 

you didn't even know was there. But your body knew. It sensed that 

presence. 

Or you're representing a client. You feel an overwhelming urge to 

move away from the family. You can't stay close. Every fibre wants 

to create distance. And the client watching starts crying because that's 

exactly what they do in real life. Run. Create distance. Can't stay 

connected. 

You're not acting. You're not trying to be helpful. You're just reporting 

honestly what you feel. And somehow, it's accurate. 

Representatives describe physical sensations most commonly. 

Heaviness. Lightness. Tension. Heat. Cold. Pulling in specific 

directions. These sensations carry information. 

They also describe emotions. Sudden sadness. Inexplicable anger. 

Deep peace. Shame that comes from nowhere. These emotions don't 

belong to them personally. They belong to the role. 

And they describe knowing. A sense that someone is missing. A 

conviction that something needs to be said. An understanding of 

what's required for resolution. This knowing comes without thinking. 

It arises from a deeper place. 

After the constellation ends, when they're released from the role, most 

representatives shake it off easily. The feelings dissipate. They go 

back to being themselves. Occasionally, someone might carry a 

residue for a few hours. But usually, it clears quickly. 

What's interesting is how representatives describe the experience. 

They don't say, "I pretended to feel sad." They say, "Sadness came 

over me." They don't own it. It visits them, moves through them, then 

leaves. 

This is why constellation work requires trained facilitators. Someone 

needs to hold the space, to notice what's emerging, to know when to 

add missing elements, when to let something unfold, when to bring in 
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a healing movement. It's not scripted. It's responsive. It requires 

presence and skill. 

 

Figure 4.3: Common experiences representatives report during constellations and their 

typical systemic meanings. These sensations and impulses provide real-time information 

about hidden family dynamics. 
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Common Questions 

Let me address the questions I get asked most often about constellation 

work. 

Is this therapy? 

No, not in the traditional sense. Therapy usually involves ongoing 

sessions over months or years, systematically working through issues. 

Constellation work is more like a diagnostic X-ray. It shows you the 

pattern quickly. One session can reveal what might take years of talk 

therapy to uncover. 

But it's therapeutic. People experience healing. They gain insight. 

They shift long-standing patterns. So, it's therapeutic without being 

therapy. 

Is this spiritual or religious? 

No. You don't need to believe in anything metaphysical for it to work. 

Sceptics have breakthroughs all the time. The process works whether 

you understand it or not. 

That said, people with spiritual inclinations often find it meaningful. 

It aligns with concepts of interconnection, energy fields, and ancestral 

presence. But you can approach it purely psychologically and still 

benefit. 

Do I have to believe for it to work? 

Not at all. In fact, some of the most dramatic shifts I've seen have 

happened with highly sceptical people. A software engineer who came 

convinced it was nonsense had a profound experience that changed 

how he saw his family. Your belief doesn't determine the outcome. 

Your openness does. 

Is it safe? 

With a trained facilitator, yes. Constellation work can bring up strong 

emotions. You might cry, feel anger, or experience grief. But that's 

not damage. That's what was already there, finally getting expression. 
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A good facilitator knows how to hold space for complex emotions, 

when to slow down, and when to stop if something feels too 

overwhelming. They won't push you beyond what you can handle. 

Red flags to watch for: facilitators who claim they can cure 

everything, who charge excessive amounts, who pressure you to keep 

coming back, and who make the work about them rather than you. A 

good facilitator is humble, respects boundaries, and transparent about 

what constellation work can and can't do. 

How many sessions do I need? 

Often just one or two for a specific issue. Constellation work tends to 

work in layers. One session reveals one dynamic. If there are multiple 

entanglements, you might need additional sessions. But it's not 

ongoing weekly therapy. It's more like periodic deep dives when 

you're stuck. 

Can I do this for someone else? 

No. The person with the issue needs to be present and willing. You 

can't do constellation work for your alcoholic brother who doesn't 

want help. You can't fix your mother's marriage without her consent. 

What you can do is create a constellation about your relationship with 

that person. How their issue affects you. That's valid and can be 

helpful. But you can't heal someone else's system without them. 

What if my family finds out? 

Constellation work is confidential. What happens in the session stays 

in the session. But yes, if you come from a conservative Indian family, 

there might be privacy concerns. 

Some people worry, "What if my family thinks I'm blaming them?" 

But constellation work isn't about blame. It's about understanding. 

Most facilitators encourage participants not to discuss details with 

family members immediately after. Sit with it. Integrate it. The 

changes happen internally first. 
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Does it work online? 

Yes. COVID-19 forced many facilitators to move online, and 

surprisingly, it works. Representatives can feel things even through 

video. The knowing field apparently isn't bound by physical 

proximity. 

I was sceptical at first. But I've facilitated dozens of online 

constellations now, and the depth and accuracy are comparable to in-

person work. Something about the shared intention and focus creates 

the field even across distance. 

 

When You Know It's Real 

There's usually a moment in every constellation when everyone in the 

room feels it. The shift. The truth landing. 

A representative says something they couldn't possibly know, and the 

client gasps because it's precisely accurate. Or a missing family 

member is added to the constellation, and suddenly everyone relaxes. 

Or the client speaks words that needed to be spoken for decades, and 

you can feel the release in the room. 

These moments are unmistakable. Even sceptics recognise them. 

Because you're not seeing someone act or analyse. You're watching 

truth emerge. The invisible becoming visible. 

For Karthik, that moment came when the uncle representative said, 

"I'm ashamed. I failed." Karthik hadn't told anyone about his uncle's 

shame. But the representative felt it immediately. And when Karthik 

could finally acknowledge that his uncle's failure had shaped three 

generations, something unlocked. 

That's what constellation work offers. Not explanations or analysis. 

Not advice or techniques. Just seeing. The pattern was revealed. The 

entanglement was made visible. 

And seeing changes everything. 
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Once you see that your career block isn't about your inadequacy but 

about unconscious loyalty to your father's failure, you can't unsee it. 

That knowing stays with you. Shifts how you move through the world. 

Once you see that your anxiety isn't random but inherited from your 

grandmother's unprocessed trauma, you can start to separate what's 

yours from what you're carrying. 

The pattern doesn't always dissolve immediately. Real life isn't that 

neat. But the weight shifts. You're not unconsciously controlled 

anymore. You have a choice. 

 

What This Means for You 

Maybe you're reading this and thinking, "This sounds weird. Can this 

really work?" 

I get it. It does sound weird. Strangers standing in a room, accessing 

family information they shouldn't have known. It defies conventional 

logic. 

But consider this. You already know your family has invisible 

patterns. You've felt them your whole life. The question isn't whether 

these patterns exist. The question is whether you can see them clearly 

enough to work with them consciously. 

Constellation work is just a tool for making the invisible visible. It's 

not magic. It's not mystical. It's a phenomenological process that 

reliably reveals family dynamics. 

Does it work for everyone? No. Some people aren't ready to see what's 

hidden. Some issues require other approaches. Constellation work is 

powerful, but it's not the only tool. 

But for seeing family patterns, for understanding systemic 

entanglements, for revealing what's been unconsciously driving your 

choices, it's remarkably effective. 
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You don't have to understand how it works to benefit from it. Just like 

you don't have to know how a car engine works to drive a car. The 

mechanism is less important than the result. 

Now you know what actually happens in a constellation. How the 

invisible becomes visible. How representatives access information 

they shouldn't have. How patterns reveal themselves. 

But what patterns specifically? What are the everyday entanglements 

that keep showing up in family systems, especially Indian ones? 

That's what we'll explore next. The library of patterns. The recurring 

dynamics that trap families generation after generation. Not because 

these patterns are universal. But because these are the ones I see over 

and over in my work with Indian families. 

Once you can recognise the pattern you're caught in, you're halfway 

to freedom. 

 

Chapter 4 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Family constellation work makes invisible family 

dynamics visible through a phenomenological process. 

Representatives, standing in for family members, access real 

information about the system without prior knowledge. This allows 

hidden patterns to emerge and be addressed. 

The Constellation Process: 

1. Client describes the issue briefly 

2. Representatives chosen and placed intuitively 

3. Representatives report sensations, emotions, impulses 

4. Hidden dynamics emerge (exclusions, entanglements) 

5. Healing movements occur (acknowledgements, reordering) 

6. Resolution felt in the system 

7. Client integrates insights 

What You Learned: 

•  Representatives access information through the "knowing field" 
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•  Physical sensations, emotions, and impulses carry systemic 

information 

•  The process reveals what's hidden quickly (one session can show 

what takes years in talk therapy) 

•  Works for sceptics, belief isn't required, openness is 

•  Trained facilitation is essential for safety and effectiveness 

•  Online constellations work as effectively as in-person 

Research Foundation: 

•  Hunger et al. (2014): Documented effectiveness and 

representative perception accuracy 

•  Mirror neuron research explains empathy mechanisms 

•  Embodied cognition shows body-based knowing 

•  Sheldrake's morphic resonance (controversial but addresses the 

phenomenon) 

•  Phenomenological approach validates subjective experience as 

data 

Remember This: Karthik's career block wasn't about confidence or 

skill. His uncle's business failure in the 1980s had created shame. His 

father's career sacrifice had created resentment. And Karthik, 

unconsciously loyal to both, couldn't allow himself to succeed. Once 

the pattern was visible, once he could honour what came before 

without having to repeat it, the block dissolved. 

Cultural Insight: Indian traditions already understand body-based 

knowing (yoga, pranayama). The concept of energy fields and 

interconnection isn't foreign. Constellation work bridges Western 

psychology with the Eastern understanding of systemic connection. 

What's Next: Now you understand HOW constellations work. But 

what specific patterns show up most often? What are the common 

entanglements that trap Indian families? In the next chapter, we'll 

explore the pattern library—the recurring dynamics I see again and 

again in my work. Once you can recognise your pattern, you can 

finally work with it consciously. 
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CHAPTER 5:  
The Patterns That Bind Us 

Common Family Entanglements in Indian Systems 

 

"We repeat what we don't repair." 

~ Christine Langley-Obaugh 

 

After years of facilitating constellations, I can often predict what will 

show up before we even begin. Not because I'm psychic. But because 

these patterns do repeat. 

A woman in her thirties with relationship commitment issues. There's 

probably a first wife somewhere in the family history who was 

forgotten or dishonoured. 

A successful man who can't enjoy his success. Look for a business 

failure in the previous generation. 

A daughter with unexplained depression. Check if she's named after 

someone who died. 

These aren't rigid formulas. Families are too complex for that. But 

there are patterns. Recurring dynamics that appear across different 

families, different cities, and different generations. The details 

change. The structure remains the same. 

In this chapter, I want to show you the patterns I see most often in 

Indian families. Not to reduce your family to a category. But to help 

you recognise the shape of your entanglement. Because once you can 

name what you're caught in, you can start to work with it. 

Think of this as a field guide. When you're lost in the forest, it helps 

to know what kind of forest you're in. Oak or pine. Tropical or 

temperate. The specifics of your forest will be unique. But 

understanding the pattern helps you find your way. 
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Pattern 1: The Replacement Child 

This is one of the most painful patterns I encounter. And one of the 

most common. 

A child is born after another child died. Or born shortly after a 

miscarriage. Or born when the parents desperately wanted a different 

gender. Or named after a deceased family member. 

That child carries an invisible burden. They're not just themselves. 

They're also expected to be someone else. To fill a hole. To make up 

for a loss. To be the boy when they're a girl, or vice versa. 

The family doesn't usually do this consciously. They love the child. 

But underneath that love is the echo of who they wished the child was. 

The baby who died. The son they wanted instead of a daughter. The 

grandmother whose name the child carries. 

That child grows up feeling like they're not quite enough. Like they're 

failing at being who they're supposed to be. Because they're trying to 

be two people at once. Themselves and someone else. 

In Indian families, this shows up in specific ways. 

Parents name a child after a deceased grandparent or relative. It's 

meant as an honour. But systemically, it creates confusion. The child 

unconsciously tries to be like that person. Takes on their 

characteristics. Sometimes he even repeats their fate. 

A daughter is born after multiple sons died in infancy. The parents are 

terrified of losing another child. They cling to her, overprotect her, but 

underneath there's this grief she can feel. She's alive, but she's also a 

reminder of who isn't. 

A son is born after three daughters. The parents finally got what they 

wanted. He should feel special, right? But he grows up feeling the 

weight of his sisters' implicit rejection. He has to be worth more than 

they are to justify his parents' joy at finally having a boy. That's 

crushing pressure for a child. 

Let me tell you about Surajbala. Actually, I had told about her in detail 

at Chapter 2 itself. 
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Surajbala Nagpal was named after her mother's first daughter, a baby 

girl who was conceived first by her mother, but who died within a 

month after she was born. Parents had given her the same name - 

Surajbala. 

After her death, they did not even have time to grieve; they had moved on 

in life and had this second daughter, who was incidentally given the same 

name that was also given to that first daughter. But the family never spoke 

of her. This second daughter, who was in fact the replacement child, but 

who never knew of her elder sister, spent her life carrying the grief that 

wasn't hers.  

 

As I have already written in Chapter 2, during her constellation session, 

the representative of Surajbala felt exceptionally sad till the time the 

firstborn but dead child got a representation in the Knowing field".  

And, when the client finally acknowledged and honoured that first 

daughter, and said, “You were here first. I'm the second daughter, not the 

replacement." It started to change forever.  

 

The negative energy of grief got released. The depression that had been 

with her for two decades began to lift. She even changed how she thought 

about her name. "I'm not trying to be her anymore," she said. "We share a 

name, but we're different people. She gets people. She gets to rest. I get 

to live." 

 

Signs you might be a replacement child: 

•  Named after someone who died (not necessary though) 

•  Born shortly after miscarriage, abortion, or infant death 

•  Born after parents desperately wanted a different gender 

•  Feel like you're never quite yourself 

•  Depression or anxiety with no apparent cause 

•  Sense of carrying something heavy that isn't yours 

•  Feeling guilty for being alive or happy 

The resolution isn't complicated. Acknowledge who was there before. 

Give them their place. Then take yours. You don't have to be them. 

You just have to honour that they existed. 
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Pattern 2: The Parentified Child 

This happens when a child is put in the parent's role. 

Maybe one parent is absent. Died, left, is emotionally unavailable. So, 

the child steps in. Takes care of younger siblings. Becomes the 

mother's confidant. Manages the household. Becomes "the man of the 

house" at age ten. 

The family often praises this child. "So responsible. So mature. What 

would we do without them?" But underneath that praise is a violation 

of the natural order. Children are supposed to receive from their 

parents. When they're put in the giving role too early, it warps them. 

As adults, parentified children struggle with relationships. Every 

partnership feels suffocating because, in their system, being close to 

someone means being responsible for them. They can't receive. They 

can only give. And they burn out in this process. 

Or, they swing the other way. They shut down completely. Can't be 

intimate. Can't commit. Because intimacy means the crushing weight 

of responsibility they carried as a child. 

In Indian families, this is incredibly common. 

The eldest son, whose father has died. He's twelve, maybe fifteen. 

Everyone tells him, "You're the man now. Take care of your mother. 

Take care of your sisters." He hasn't even finished growing, and he's 

carrying a grown man's weight. 

The daughter whose mother is depressed or overwhelmed. She 

becomes the little mother. Cooks, cleans, manages emotions. Her 

childhood is sacrificed to her mother's needs. 

The child who becomes the parents' emotional confidant. The mother 

who shares her marriage problems with her son. The father who treats 

his daughter like a partner, confiding in her about money worries and 

work stress. The child feels special, chosen. But they're being 

burdened with things they shouldn't carry. 

Arjun was that child. His father died when he was twelve. Heart attack. 

Sudden. Arjun was the eldest of four children. His mother was 
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devastated. The extended family looked to Arjun. "You're the man of 

the house now." 

He took on that role. Worked part-time jobs while studying. Helped 

his younger siblings with homework. Managed money. Became his 

mother's rock. He was praised constantly. "Such a good son. So strong. 

So mature." 

By the time he was thirty-five, he had seven relationships. All ended 

the same way. The women wanted commitment. Arjun wanted to run. 

He felt suffocated. "Every time a relationship gets serious," he told 

me, "I feel like I can't breathe. Like I'm being crushed by 

responsibility." 

In his constellation, the pattern was immediately visible. The 

representative for Arjun stood next to his mother, facing outward like 

a protector. The representative for his father was far away, barely 

visible. The representative for Arjun's romantic partner stood alone, 

trying to get his attention. 

"I can't turn towards her," the Arjun’s representative said. "I have to 

protect my mother. If I turn away, she'll collapse." 

That was the entanglement. At twelve, Arjun had unconsciously taken 

his father's place. He'd become his mother's partner in an emotional 

sense. And now, as an adult, turning toward a woman felt like 

abandoning his mother. 

The healing movement was simple but profound. We had Arjun 

symbolically give the responsibility back to his father. Even though 

his father was dead, the gesture mattered. "Dad, this was your role, not 

mine. I was just a child. I give this back to you." 

We had him step back from his mother. Take the child's position. 

"Mom, I'm your son, not your partner. I honour what you went 

through. But I'm taking my place as your child now." 

When he could finally turn toward the representative for his romantic 

partner without that crushing sense of betrayal and suffocation, he 

started crying. "I've been so lonely," he said. 
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Six months later, he was in a relationship that felt different. "I can 

actually be with her," he told me. "Not taking care of her. Just being 

with her." 

Signs you might be parentified: 

•  Took care of siblings, household, or parents from a young age 

•  Became parents' emotional confidant or substitute partner 

•  Feel responsible for other people's emotional states 

•  Struggle with relationships (either can't commit or over-function 

in relationships) 

•  Resentment underneath the "good child" identity 

•  Difficulty receiving help or care from others 

•  Feel like you never had a childhood 

The resolution requires symbolically returning the responsibility to its 

rightful place. You're not the parent. You're the child. Even as an 

adult, in your family system, you're still the child. Taking your proper 

place isn't abandonment. It's honouring the natural order. 

 

Pattern 3: The Excluded Member 

Someone in the family history was excluded. Cut off. Never 

mentioned. Removed from photos. Name never spoken. 

Maybe they brought shame. Failed in business. Married the "wrong" 

person. Had a mental illness. Went to jail. Died by suicide. They were 

adopted out. Or, they left the religion. They did something the family 

couldn't forgive. 

The family excludes them to protect the family honour, the izzat. But 

systemically, exclusion never protects anything. It just makes the 

problem invisible. And invisible problems have more power. 

Someone in the next generation, usually the most sensitive person or 

a child born around the same time, unconsciously represents the 

excluded one. They might repeat similar life choices. Experience 

similar struggles. Feel drawn to similar fates. 
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They're being loyal to the one who was forgotten. Saying through their 

life, "You belong. You're part of this family. I won't forget you." 

In Indian families, exclusion happens around predictable fault lines. 

The daughter who married outside her caste or religion. Cut off 

completely. Photos destroyed. Name never spoken. The family moves 

on. Some families are even known to have performed such a child’s 

last rites. But two generations later, a granddaughter struggles with 

relationships and can't commit to her own caste. She's unconsciously 

loyal to the excluded grandmother. 

The uncle who failed in business and brought financial ruin. The 

family shames him into silence. At every gathering, he's ignored or 

criticised. Eventually, he stops coming. Years later, his nephew self-

sabotages his own successful business without knowing why. 

The aunt who never married. Treated like she's incomplete. Half a 

person. Excluded from family decisions because she has no husband, 

no children. A niece grows up feeling inexplicably inadequate, like 

she's not quite enough. She may even go on to become a nun or 

sanyasin. 

The child from a first marriage. When the parent remarries, that child 

is pushed aside. The new family takes precedence. That first child is 

still included technically, but emotionally excluded. Years later, a 

half-sibling struggles with feeling invisible, overlooked. 

Vikram came to me because he couldn't maintain relationships. Not 

romantic ones. Any relationships. Friends drifted away. Colleagues 

kept him at a distance. He felt like he was living behind glass. 

His family history seemed normal. A middle-class family from Delhi. 

Father was a civil servant. Mother was a homemaker. Vikram was the 

second child. Nothing dramatic. 

But in the constellation, something was off. The representative for 

Vikram kept drifting to the edge of the family. Turning away, moving 

toward the corner. 

"What are you feeling?" I asked. 
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"I don't belong here," he said. "I need to leave." 

I asked Vikram, "Who in your family left? Who was excluded?" 

Long pause. Then his face changed. "My father's older brother. He 

married a Muslim woman in the eighties. My grandparents disowned 

him. The family never spoke to him again. I've never met him. I didn't 

even know his name until I was an adult." 

There it was. His uncle was excluded for choosing love over caste. 

And Vikram, born two years after his uncle was cut off, was 

unconsciously representing him, living out the exclusion. Keeping 

himself isolated to remain loyal to the one who was forgotten. 

We added a representative for the uncle to the constellation. Placed 

him at the edge, turned away. When Vikram could finally look at him, 

acknowledge him, say, "You belong to this family even though they 

excluded you. I see you," something released. 

Vikram didn't suddenly become social overnight. But over the months, 

he found himself able to let people in. "It's like permission I didn't 

know I needed," he said. "I can be part of things now." 

Signs someone might be excluded from your family system: 

•  Family member whose name is never spoken 

•  A relative who was disowned or cut off 

•  First spouse forgotten in second marriage 

•  Child given up for adoption 

•  A relative with mental illness kept hidden 

•  Sibling who died young and is never mentioned 

•  Anyone who brought "shame" (affair, jail, bankruptcy, "wrong" 

marriage) 

•  Miscarried or aborted children are never acknowledged 

The resolution is inclusion. Not in real life necessarily. The excluded 

person might be dead or unreachable. But in the family consciousness. 

Acknowledging they existed. They belong. Even if what they did was 

difficult. Even if the family couldn't accept them. They still belong 

systemically. 
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Pattern 4: The Migration Wound 

This is particularly relevant in Indian families. So many of us have 

migrated. Village to city. State to state. From India to abroad. 

Every migration creates a tear in the fabric of the family. Someone 

leaves. Others stay behind. Grief on both sides. The one who left 

carries guilt about leaving. The ones who stayed carry resentment over 

being left behind. 

This wound gets transmitted. Children of migrants carry something 

they didn't experience directly. Unexplained loneliness. Feeling 

rootless. Guilt about having opportunities their parents didn't. Or the 

opposite: resentment about being uprooted from the place they 

belonged. 

Partition is the old wound of Indian migration. Millions were 

displaced. Families were separated forever. That trauma still echoes 

through generations. But smaller migrations carry weight too. 

The father, who left his village to work in the city. Sent money home. 

Provided for his family. But he was lonely. Cut off from his roots. His 

children grew up financially stable but emotionally untethered. 

The parents who migrated to the US for better opportunities. Their 

children grow up successful but divided. Never quite Indian enough 

for India. Never quite American enough for America. Belonging 

nowhere fully. 

The grandmother who stayed in the village while everyone else moved 

to the metro. Died alone, seen twice a year. That guilt in the family. 

That unresolved grief. 

Anjali's parents moved from a village in UP to Mumbai in the 1980s. 

They worked hard. Built a good life. Gave Anjali opportunities they 

never had. She should have felt grateful, successful. 

Instead, she felt achingly lonely. Even surrounded by people, she felt 

like she didn't belong. "I'm homesick," she told me. "But I don't know 

for what. Mumbai is the only home I've known." 
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In her constellation, when we placed a representative for her paternal 

grandmother, the one who died in the village without her son being 

able to return for the funeral, everything clicked. 

The grandmother’s representative stood alone, looking into the 

distance. The representative for Anjali's father wouldn't look at her. 

Too much guilt in him. The representative for Anjali kept trying to go 

to her grandmother, even though they'd never met. 

"I'm carrying my father's grief," Anjali realised. "His guilt about 

leaving his mother. His unspoken pain about not being there when she 

died. That's my homesickness. Not for a place I've been. For a place 

my father left." 

When her father could symbolically honour his mother in the 

constellation, when he could say, "I'm sorry I left. I honour you. I take 

this grief as mine, not my daughter's," Anjali felt something release. 

The loneliness didn't disappear. But it became manageable. 

Understandable. Not this mysterious ache, but a grief that made sense. 

Signs of migration wound: 

•  Unexplained homesickness for a place you've never been 

•  Feeling rootless or untethered 

•  Guilt about opportunities you have that parents didn't 

•  Difficulty settling anywhere long-term 

•  Feeling split between two cultures or places 

•  Chronic loneliness despite connections 

•  Difficulty enjoying success (feels like betrayal of those left 

behind) 

The resolution involves honouring both what was left and what was 

found. You don't have to choose. You can hold both. The village and 

the city. The old country and the new. It's not betrayal to make a 

different life. But acknowledging what was lost matters. 
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Pattern 5: The Gender Burden 

This is one of the most painful patterns in Indian families. And one of 

the most pervasive. 

A daughter was born when a son was wanted. Or a fifth daughter after 

four daughters. Or a son carrying the weight of being the family’s kul-

deepak, the lamp of the lineage, in a literal sense. 

Gender preference isn't just an attitude. It's a wound that travels 

through families. The daughter who feels she was born the wrong 

gender carries that rejection in her bones. The son who must fulfil 

expectations no human can meet collapses under the pressure. 

This shows up in multiple ways. 

The daughter who spends her life trying to prove her worth, achieving, 

excelling, and being perfect. Because underneath everything is that 

feeling: "I'm not enough. I'm the wrong gender." 

The son who can't bear the weight of family expectations. Self-

sabotages. Underachieves. Because the pressure of being the chosen 

one, the boy who will carry forward the line, is too much. 

The youngest daughter, who feels she was the final disappointment. 

Parents finally gave up hope of having a boy. She grows up knowing 

she's both loved and a letdown. 

The eldest son, who must sacrifice his own dreams for the family. Let 

his passion lead him to join the family business. Marry the girl whom 

they choose. Live where they need him. All because he's the son, the 

heir, the one who must carry everything. 

I've worked with women who struggled with unexplained shame their 

entire lives. No abuse in their history. No obvious trauma. Just this 

persistent feeling of being less than expected. In constellations, we 

often find a pattern of gender preference going back generations. 

Mothers who were disappointed at having daughters. Grandmothers 

who internalised their own rejection. That shame passes down the 

female line like a curse. 
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Meera was the fifth daughter in her family. Her parents had tried 

desperately for a son. Five times. Five daughters. After Meera, they 

gave up. 

She grew up high-achieving. Top marks in school. Got into IIT. Very 

successful tech career. From the outside, she looked confident. Inside, 

she felt hollow. 

"Nothing I achieve feels like enough," she told me. "I could win a 

Nobel Prize and I'd still feel like I'm failing." 

In her constellation, we added a representative for "the son my parents 

wanted." Just to see what would happen. 

The moment that representative entered, Meera collapsed. Literally 

fell to her knees. "I can never be him," she said through tears. "I've 

spent my whole life trying to be worth as much as the boy they wanted. 

And I can't. I'm not him." 

The representative for her mother stood rigid. Couldn't look at Meera. 

Couldn't acknowledge her grief about not having a son because that 

would mean rejecting her daughters. 

When we could finally give space to the mother's grief without making 

it Meera's responsibility, when Meera could say, "I'm your daughter. 

Not the son you wanted. I honour your grief about that. But I'm not 

less than a son, because I'm female," something shifted. 

Meera didn't become instantly healed. But she stopped trying to prove 

her worth. "I'm done compensating for not being a boy," she said. 

Signs of gender burden: 

•  Feeling you're the wrong gender for your family 

•  Trying to be like the other gender (daughter being "like a son," 

son being forced into a traditional male role) 

•  Chronic feeling of inadequacy 

•  Achievement never feels like enough 

•  Carrying family legacy pressure (especially eldest sons) 

•  Feeling responsible for the family honour (izzat) 

•  Knowing you're loved but you are also a disappointment 
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The resolution requires acknowledging the grief openly. Parents who 

wanted a son but had daughters carry real grief. That's okay. It doesn't 

mean they don't love their daughters. But if the grief isn't 

acknowledged, daughters carry it as personal inadequacy. When the 

grief can be named and honoured separately, daughters can finally be 

daughters. Not compensating. Not apologising. Just being themselves. 

 

Pattern 6: The In-Law Entanglement 

This is so common in Indian families, it's almost a cliché. But that 

doesn't make it less real. 

A woman marries into a joint family. She's the outsider. The 

newcomer. She has to prove herself, earn her place, and adjust to 

everyone else's rules. The family hierarchy puts her at the bottom. The 

mother-in-law has power. The daughter-in-law has none. 

This creates a specific kind of suffering. The daughter-in-law feels 

excluded, controlled, and criticised. The mother-in-law feels 

threatened, replaced, and resentful that this new woman has her son's 

affection. The son is caught between his mother and his wife, unable 

to satisfy either of them. 

But here's what constellation work reveals. Often, the mother-in-law 

was once the struggling daughter-in-law. She endured the same pain. 

And now, unconsciously, she's repeating it. Not because she's cruel. 

Because that's the pattern. That's what happened to her. So that's what 

she does to the next woman. 

The daughter-in-law, meanwhile, might be unconsciously carrying 

something from the mother-in-law's history. Representing the mother-

in-law's unprocessed pain. Feeling what the older woman felt but 

never expressed. 

Let me tell you about Priya. This is her whole story. 

Priya was twenty-nine when she approached her therapist. She'd been 

married for three years. Love marriage, which her in-laws had initially 
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opposed but eventually accepted. She and her husband lived in 

Hyderabad with his parents and younger brother. A joint family setup. 

She had a good job. Progressive workplace. But at home, she felt like 

she was slowly disappearing. 

Her mother-in-law criticised everything. The way she cooked. The 

way she dressed. The hours she worked. Nothing that Priya did ever 

seemed right. Her husband tried to mediate, but usually ended up 

siding with his mother to keep the peace. 

Priya started having panic attacks six months into the marriage. They'd 

come out of nowhere. Heart racing. Can't breathe. Terror with no 

apparent cause. 

"I feel like I'm going crazy," she told me. "My mother-in-law isn't 

abusive. She's just critical. Why am I falling apart?" 

Her family constellation was set up. Representatives for Priya, her 

husband, her mother-in-law, and her father-in-law. 

The representative for Priya immediately moved to the edge of the 

group. Looked down. "I don't belong here," she said. "I'm not wanted." 

The representative for the mother-in-law stood rigid. Facing away 

from Priya. "I'm angry," she said. "This house was mine. Now she's 

trying to take it." 

The husband's representative stood between them. Torn. Couldn't face 

either one fully. 

This was the surface pattern. The classic in-law dynamic. But I sensed 

something more profound. 

"What are you feeling?" I asked the Priya representative. 

"Scared. Like I'm being erased. And also... old grief. Really old grief. 

But it's not mine." 

That's when Priya was asked about her mother-in-law's history. What 

was her mother-in-law's life like when she first married into that 

family? 



81 

Priya didn't know much. Her mother-in-law never talked about her 

early marriage. But Priya's husband had once mentioned that his 

mother's early years in the family were difficult. That her mother-in-

law, now dead, had been very strict. 

Then, they added a representative for the mother-in-law's mother-in-

law. The woman who had made Priya's mother-in-law's life difficult 

thirty years ago. 

The moment this representative was added, everything took a dramatic 

turn. 

The representative for Priya's mother-in-law collapsed. Started crying. 

"She was so cruel to me. Nothing I did was ever enough. I couldn't 

breathe in that house." 

And the representative for Priya began to feel what the mother-in-law 

had felt all those years ago. The criticism. The control. The feeling of 

being erased. 

"She's carrying my pain," the mother-in-law representative said, 

looking at Priya. "I never dealt with what happened to me. So, it's 

showing up in her." 

This is the hidden pattern. The mother-in-law wasn't consciously 

cruel. She was unconsciously repeating what was done to her. And 

Priya, sensitive and empathetic, was picking up the mother-in-law's 

unprocessed trauma and embodying it. 

Priya wasn't having panic attacks because her situation was 

unbearable. She was having panic attacks because she was carrying 

her mother-in-law's thirty-year-old terror that had never been 

expressed. 

The healing came when Priya's mother-in-law could symbolically face 

her own mother-in-law. Honour the pain she'd endured. And then 

separate that pain from her relationship with Priya. 

"You're not me," the mother-in-law representative said to Priya. "Your 

life is different. I don't need you to carry what I went through." 
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And Priya could finally separate what was hers from what she'd been 

carrying. "I acknowledge and honour what you had to suffer. Then. 

But it's not my burden." 

In real life, Priya talked to her mother-in-law after the constellation. 

Not about the constellation directly. But about her mother-in-law's 

early marriage. For the first time, her mother-in-law opened up. 

Talked about how hard those early years were. How powerless she'd 

felt. How she'd promised herself she'd never let anyone make her feel 

that way again. 

That conversation didn't fix everything. The mother-in-law didn't 

suddenly become supportive. But something softened. And Priya's 

panic attacks decreased dramatically. Within six months, they'd 

stopped completely. 

"I can see her more clearly now," Priya said. "She's not just critical. 

She's scared. And I don't have to take on her fear as my own." 

 

Figure 5.1: Pattern Recognition Guide for some of the most common entanglements in 

Indian family systems. These patterns aren't exhaustive but represent the majority of 

systemic issues encountered in constellation work.

 



83 

Recognising Your Pattern 

Look at the six patterns I've described. Does one resonate strongly? 

Maybe two or three? 

Most people carry more than one pattern. Priya was both an in-law 

entanglement and carrying some replacement child dynamics (her 

mother had a miscarriage before she was born). Vikram was excluded 

member representation and also migration wound (his family had 

moved during Partition). 

These patterns overlap, intersect, compound each other. 

What matters isn't getting the exact diagnosis. What matters is seeing 

the shape of what you're caught in. Understanding that your struggles 

have a systemic origin. They're not random. They're not your personal 

failing. They're family patterns playing out through you. 

 

Figure 5.2: How the replacement child pattern can repeat across generations. This 

genogram shows how naming patterns and unprocessed grief create a cycle in which each 

generation carries the unresolved loss of the previous generation. 
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What Makes These Patterns Stick 

You might be wondering: why don't these patterns just fade away? 

Why do they persist generation after generation? 

Three reasons. 

First, silence. The family doesn't talk about what happened. The uncle 

who failed. The daughter who was given up. The first wife. The child 

who died. Silence doesn't heal wounds. It just makes them invisible. 

And invisible wounds fester. 

Second, unconscious loyalty. We love our families. When someone 

in our family suffered, some part of us wants to honour that suffering 

by carrying it. It's not conscious. But it's real. You unconsciously take 

on your grandmother's grief because you love her. That is the blind 

love. You repeat your uncle's failure because excluding him would 

feel like betrayal. 

Third, systemic momentum. Family systems have inertia. They keep 

moving in the direction they've been moving. It takes conscious effort 

to change direction. Most people don't know these patterns exist. So 

they can't consciously interrupt them. They just keep flowing with the 

current, generation after generation. 

But you're reading this book. Which means you're becoming 

conscious. You're seeing the patterns. You're recognising the shape of 

your entanglement. 

That consciousness is the beginning of change. You can't transform 

what you can't see. But once you see it, the transformation becomes 

possible. 
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Figure 5.3: How common family patterns interconnect and compound. Rarely does someone 

carry just one pattern. Understanding the relationships between patterns helps identify the 

full scope of your systemic entanglement. 

 

All Ten Cultural Scenarios, Woven In 

Throughout these six patterns, we've touched on all ten cultural 

scenarios that shape Indian family systems: 

1. Joint family dynamics - in-law entanglement, hierarchy 

pressures 

2. Arranged marriage patterns - in-law tensions, duty vs. desire 

3. Eldest son expectations - gender burden, parentification 

4. Daughter-in-law integration - in-law entanglement, exclusion 

5. Property/inheritance disputes - sibling rivalry, exclusion 

6. Migration patterns - migration wound, guilt and grief 

7. Caste/community entanglements - exclusion patterns 

8. Gender preference - gender burden, replacement child 
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9. Dowry shadow - in-law tensions, financial shame 

10. Career vs. family duty - parentification, migration wound.  

These scenarios aren't separate from the patterns. They're how the 

patterns manifest in the Indian cultural context. The same systemic 

principles operate everywhere. But they take culturally specific forms. 

A replacement child pattern looks similar in Germany and India. But 

in India, it's more likely to involve gender (daughter replacing wanted 

son) because of the cultural pressure for male children. The pattern is 

universal. The expression is cultural. 

Understanding both the universal pattern and the cultural expression 

gives you the fullest picture of what you're working with. 

 

What This Means for You 

If you've recognised yourself in one or more of these patterns, I want 

you to know something. 

You're not crazy. You're not broken. You're caught in something that's 

been running through your family for generations. That's not your 

fault. 

But now you can see it. And seeing changes everything. 

You don't have to carry your uncle's shame. You don't have to live out 

your mother's grief. You don't have to prove your worth because you 

were born the wrong gender. You don't have to stay small because 

your father failed. 

The pattern isn't who you are. It's what you've been carrying. And you 

can put it down. 

The next chapter will show you what that looks like. What resolution 

actually means in systemic work. What healing can look like when 

you finally see and honour these patterns. 

Because understanding the pattern is just the first step. The next step 

is learning how to work with it. How to honour what came before 

without being controlled by it. How to break the cycle consciously. 
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That's where we're going next. 

 

Chapter 5 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Six common patterns appear repeatedly in Indian 

families: Replacement Child, Parentified Child, Excluded Member, 

Migration Wound, Gender Burden, and In-Law Entanglement. 

Recognising your pattern is the first step toward freedom. 

The Six Patterns: 

1. Replacement Child: Born to fill a hole (after death, miscarriage, 

or wrong gender) 

2. Parentified Child: Put in parent role too early, can't function in 

adult relationships 

3. Excluded Member: Someone cut off, a descendant represents 

them unconsciously 

4. Migration Wound: Grief of leaving or being left behind travels 

generations 

5. Gender Burden: Wrong gender born, or crushing weight of being 

the "right" gender 

6. In-Law Entanglement: Daughter-in-law carries mother-in-law's 

unprocessed pain 

What You Learned: 

•  Most people carry 2-3 patterns simultaneously 

•  Patterns persist due to silence, unconscious loyalty, systemic 

momentum 

•  Indian cultural context shapes how universal patterns manifest 

•  All 10 cultural scenarios woven through these patterns 

•  Recognition is the first step toward conscious change.  

 

Remember This: Priya's panic attacks weren't about her actual 

situation. She was carrying her mother-in-law's thirty-year-old terror 

from her own difficult marriage. Once this became visible and could 
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be separated, Priya's symptoms resolved. The pattern was real. But it 

wasn't hers to carry. 

Cultural Integration: These patterns take culturally specific forms in 

Indian families: gender preference intensifies replacement/burden 

patterns, joint family structures amplify in-law and parentification 

dynamics, Partition trauma creates unique migration wounds, and 

caste/dowry issues create specific exclusion patterns. 

What's Next: Understanding patterns is crucial. But what does 

healing actually look like? What is "resolution" in systemic terms? 

How do you honour the pattern without being controlled by it? Chapter 

6 will show you the path from recognition to resolution, with realistic 

expectations about what changes and what doesn't. 
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CHAPTER 6:  
The Path to Resolution 
What Healing Actually Looks Like 

 

"Healing doesn't mean the damage never existed. It means the damage 

no longer controls your life." 

~ Akshay Dubey 

 

I need to tell you something important before we go further. 

Constellation work isn't magic. It won't instantly fix your life. It won't 

make your difficult family situation suddenly healthy. It won't erase 

decades of pain with one session. 

What it will do is shift something fundamental. The way you see. The 

way you relate. And the way you carry what you carry. 

After a constellation, your father might still be emotionally distant. 

But you'll understand why, and you won't take it so personally 

anymore. Your mother might still be critical. But you'll see the fear 

underneath it, and her criticism won't devastate you the same way. 

The external circumstances might not change much. But your 

relationship to those circumstances transforms. And that changes 

everything. 

I've watched people do constellation work, expecting their families to 

become functional suddenly. That's not what happens. What happens 

is you become free. Free from the unconscious patterns. Free from the 

invisible loyalties. Free to choose your response instead of reacting to 

old wounds. 

That's resolution. Not reconciliation. Not perfection. Just resolution. 

Let me show you what that looks like. 
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What Healing Doesn't Mean 

Let's start with what resolution isn't. 

It's not your parents apologising for everything they did wrong. They 

probably won't. Most parents can't acknowledge their failures. They're 

too defensive, too ashamed, too caught in their own pain. 

It's not that your family will suddenly start understanding you. They 

probably won't see what you see. They're not doing constellation 

work. They're still unconscious of the patterns. 

It's not never feeling pain again. You'll still feel hurt sometimes. 

Angry sometimes. Sad sometimes. Resolution doesn't make you numb. 

It makes you free to feel without being controlled by those feelings. 

It's not cutting people off who hurt you. Sometimes distance is 

necessary. But constellation work isn't about rejection. It's about 

seeing clearly and choosing consciously. 

And it's definitely not about forcing forgiveness. I've seen too many 

people pressure themselves to forgive before they're ready because 

they think that's what healing means. Forgiveness might come. Or it 

might not. What matters more is understanding and release. 

In Indian families especially, there's enormous pressure toward 

reconciliation. Family is everything. Cutting ties is shameful. You're 

supposed to adjust, compromise, and maintain harmony even at the 

cost of your well-being. 

Constellation work doesn't ask you to do that. It asks you to see the 

system clearly. Honour what came before. Take your right place. 

Sometimes that means maintaining relationships differently. 

Sometimes it means creating necessary distance. There's no single 

correct answer. 

What the resolution does mean is this: the pattern stops controlling 

you. You can see it operating. You understand where it came from. 

You honour it. And you choose not to pass it forward unconsciously. 

The weight lifts. Not completely. But enough that you can breathe.
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The Three Movements 

In constellation work, three movements lead to resolution. Not steps 

exactly. More like phases that flow into each other. 

Movement One: Seeing 

First, you have to see what's been invisible. The pattern. The 

entanglement. The hidden loyalty. The excluded member. Whatever's 

been operating unconsciously. 

This is what the constellation process does. It makes the invisible 

visible. You see your family system laid out in space. You know where 

you're positioned. What you're carrying. Who are you representing? 

This seeing isn't intellectual. It's visceral. You feel it in your body. 

You recognise it as accurate at a level deeper than thought. 

"Oh my God. That's why." That moment of recognition. 

For some people, seeing alone creates a shift. Just understanding what 

you've been caught in loosens its grip. But usually, seeing is just the 

beginning. 

Movement Two: Honouring 

Next, you have to honour what you saw. Not approve of it. Not agree 

with it. Honour it. Acknowledge it as real and important. 

If you saw that you were carrying your grandmother's grief, you 

honour that grief. You give it space. You acknowledge what she went 

through. You say, either out loud or internally, "I see what you 

suffered. I honour your pain." 

If you saw that you were unconsciously representing an excluded 

uncle, you honour him. You acknowledge his belonging. You say, 

"You are part of this family. I see you." 

If you saw that you were trying to be the son your parents wanted 

instead of the daughter you are, you honour their grief about not 

having a son. You don't make it wrong. You just acknowledge it's real. 
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This honouring isn't about condoning harm. If someone abused you, 

you're not honouring the abuse. You're acknowledging that it 

happened, that it was real, that it had an impact. 

Honouring is seeing what is and giving it its due weight. Not 

minimising. Not exaggerating. Just acknowledging the truth. 

Movement Three: Releasing 

Finally, you release what isn't yours to carry. 

You say, "This grief was my grandmother's. I honour it. But it's not 

mine to carry anymore." 

You say, "This shame was my uncle's. I acknowledge him. But I don't 

have to live out his fate." 

You say, "This pressure to be a son was my parents' expectation. I 

honour their grief. But I'm living as myself now, not as who they 

wished I was." 

This release isn't a rejection. It's differentiation. You're separating 

what's yours from what you've been carrying for others. 

In the constellation, this often looks like a physical movement. You 

step back from where you were standing. You turn toward your own 

life. You symbolically give back the burden to its rightful place. 

And something releases in your body. A lightness. A relief. Like 

dropping a heavy backpack, you didn't even know you were carrying. 

These three movements: seeing, honouring, and releasing. It doesn't 

always happen in one session. Sometimes you see something in one 

constellation and need time to celebrate what you saw. Sometimes you 

honour but aren't ready to release yet. That's okay. Resolution unfolds 

at its own pace. 
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Figure 6.1: The healing journey is never linear. You may see, then need to honour, then see 

deeper layers. You may release partially, then need more time. Trust the process has its own 

wisdom and timing.

 

Rohan's Three-Session Journey 

Let me show you what this looks like in real life through Rohan's 

story. 

Rohan was forty-two when he first came for FCT. Successful architect 

in Pune. Divorced. One son from that marriage. The divorce had been 

five years ago, but he was still carrying enormous guilt about it. 

"I destroyed my family," he said in our first meeting. "My son barely 

speaks to me. My ex-wife hates me. My parents are ashamed. I ruined 

everything." 

He'd tried therapy. It helped him understand the marriage hadn't been 

working for either of them. That staying would have been worse. But 

the guilt remained. Crushing. Constant. 

His issue for the constellation: "My relationship with my father." 

That's what he thought the problem was. His father had been cold and 

disapproving of him his whole life. The divorce had made it worse. 

His father barely spoke to him now. 
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First Session: Seeing 

We set up the constellation. Representatives for Rohan, his father, his 

ex-wife, and his son. I also asked him to choose someone for the 

"success" since his career was strong, even though his personal life 

felt like a failure. 

The moment the representatives took their positions, something 

interesting emerged. 

The representative for Rohan's father stood facing away from Rohan, 

but he wasn't looking at Rohan's ex-wife or son. He was looking 

behind himself, as if someone was there. 

"What are you seeing?" I asked. 

"Someone's behind me," he said. "I can't turn toward my son because 

I'm focused on whosoever this is." 

I asked Rohan, "Who's behind your father? Who came before him?" 

Rohan thought. "My grandfather died when my father was fifteen. 

Heart attack. Sudden." 

We added a representative for the grandfather. 

The moment he was placed, the father representative softened. Turned 

slightly. "I miss him," he said. "I've been so angry at him for leaving 

so early." 

Rohan started crying. "My father's been emotionally absent my whole 

life because he never processed losing his own father. It's not about 

me at all." 

The constellation revealed more. Rohan's father had unconsciously 

stayed loyal to his dead father by remaining emotionally frozen. If he 

opened his heart to his son, it would mean moving on from his father's 

death. And he couldn't do that. 

So, Rohan grew up with an emotionally unavailable father. And when 

his own marriage failed, when he couldn't be the father he wanted to 

be to his son, he was actually repeating his father's pattern. Not 

consciously. But systemically. 
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"I divorced my wife because I couldn't be present emotionally," Rohan 

realised. "Just like my father couldn't be present with me. And now 

I'm distant from my son. Three generations of absent fathers." 

That was the seeing. The pattern made visible. Rohan left that session 

understanding something fundamental that he hadn't understood 

before. 

But understanding didn't immediately change how he felt. 

Second Session: Honouring (Three Months Later) 

Rohan came back three months later. The guilt was still there, but 

something had changed now in his subconscious. He could see the 

pattern now. He understood he wasn't just a bad person who'd failed 

his family. He was caught in something generational. 

"But I still feel like I destroyed everything," he said. 

This session was about honouring. We set up the constellation again, 

this time focusing on his grandfather, his father, and himself. Three 

generations of men. 

I had Rohan stand next to the representative for his grandfather. Look 

at him. "Can you see what he lost?" I asked. 

"He died at forty-five," Rohan said. "Never got to see his children 

grow up. Never got to know his grandchildren. He lost everything." 

"Can you honour that loss?" 

Rohan stood there, looking at the representative. "I see what you lost," 

he said. "You didn't choose to leave. You wanted to be there. I 

acknowledge your presence for the short duration, that it might have 

been, but I honour what was taken from you." 

The grandfather representative reached out and touched Rohan's 

shoulder. 

Then I had Rohan face his father. "What did he lose?" 
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"He lost his father when he was just a boy. He had to become a man 

too soon. He never got to grieve. He had to take care of his mother and 

younger siblings. He lost his childhood." 

"Can you honour that?" 

"Dad, I see what you lost," Rohan said. "You didn't get the father you 

needed. You had to harden yourself to survive. I honour what you went 

through." 

Then I asked, "And what did you lose?" 

Rohan broke down. "I lost the ability to stay present. I lost my 

marriage. I lost daily connection with my son. I'm repeating exactly 

what they went through." 

"Can you honour your own loss?" 

This was the crucial moment. Rohan had been so busy condemning 

himself that he hadn't even acknowledged and honoured his own pain. 

The divorce wasn't just his failure. It was also his loss. His grief. 

"I lost my family," he said. "And I hate myself for it. But it's still a 

loss. I can honour that." 

He left that session crying, but differently. Not from guilt. From grief. 

Real grief that had finally found expression. 

Third Session: Releasing (Six Months Later) 

Rohan came back a year after his first session. He looked lighter. 

Something had changed in his face. 

"I've been spending more time with my son," he told me. "Not easy. 

He's angry. But I'm showing up. And my father and I had dinner last 

month. First time in two years. We didn't talk about anything deep. 

But we talked." 

This session was about releasing what he'd been carrying. 

We set up the constellation one more time. But this time, I added one 

more element. A representative for his future. For the life he could 

still live. 
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The constellation showed him standing between his past (his father, 

his grandfather, his ex-wife) and his future. 

"What do you want to do?" I asked. 

Rohan faced his grandfather first. "I honour what you lost. I carry your 

love for family. But I'm not bound by your early death." 

Then his father. "I honour what you went through. I understand why 

you couldn't be present. I forgive you. And I forgive myself for 

repeating your pattern." 

Then his ex-wife. "I honour what we tried to build. I understand that 

it didn't work. I take responsibility for my part. And I release you to 

your life." 

Finally, he turned toward his future. The representative standing there 

with open arms. 

"Can you walk toward your future now?" I asked. 

He walked. Slowly. Crossed his grandfather, who nodded. Crossed his 

father, who stepped aside. Toward the future. 

When he reached the representative, he hugged him. "I'm allowed to 

have a life," he said. "Even after everything. I'm allowed to be happy." 

That was the release. Not forgetting. Not pretending nothing 

happened. But releasing the guilt that had been keeping him trapped 

in the past. 

Six months after that third session, Rohan sent me a photo. He and his 

son were at a cricket match. Both smiling. "We're building something 

new," the message said. "It's not the family I wanted. But it's real. And 

I'm present." 
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Figure 6.2: Resolution isn't binary. It's a spectrum. You'll move back and forth. Some days 

you'll feel free, other days caught. Both are part of the process. 

 

Resolution vs. Reconciliation vs. Acceptance 

Let me clarify three terms that often get confused. 

Resolution means the pattern no longer controls you. You've seen it, 

honoured it, and released your unconscious grip on it. The issue is 

resolved internally. You've found your proper place in the system. The 

weight has lifted enough that you can breathe freely now. 

Resolution doesn't require the other people to change. It doesn't need 

anything external to shift. It's an internal settling. Coming to peace 

with what is. 

Reconciliation means relationship repair. You and your father talk 

and heal the rift. You and your mother come to an understanding. The 

relationship gets better. 

Reconciliation is beautiful when it happens. But it's not always 

possible. Sometimes the other person isn't capable or willing. 

Sometimes they're dead. Sometimes the relationship is too damaged. 
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You can have resolution without reconciliation. You can find peace 

with your father even if he never apologises. You can be free of your 

mother's criticism even if she never stops criticising. 

Resolution is in your control. Reconciliation requires both people. 

Acceptance means acknowledging what is without needing it to be 

different. Your father is who he is. Your mother won't change. Your 

childhood was what it was. You stop fighting reality. 

Acceptance often follows resolution. Once you've released the 

unconscious pattern, accepting the person becomes easier. You see 

them clearly. You understand their limitations. You don't need them 

to be different for you to be okay. 

But acceptance isn't resignation. It's not giving up. It's choosing 

peace over the endless fight against reality. 

In Rohan's case, he found resolution. The pattern of emotionally 

absent fathers no longer controlled him. He could be present with his 

son in ways his father couldn't be with him. 

He also found some reconciliation. He and his father reconnected. Not 

deeply. But honestly. They had dinner. Talked about surface things. 

That was enough. 

And he found acceptance. His father would never be the warm, 

emotionally available father Rohan had wanted. That was okay. Rohan 

could accept his father as he was and still have his own life. 

 

Integration Timeline (Timeline showing typical post-constellation 

integration): 

IMMEDIATE (Hours-Days After): 

•  Common: Emotional release, tiredness, clarity, and confusion 

mixed together 

•  What to do: Rest, journal, let insights settle, don't make major 

decisions yet 

WEEK 1-2: 
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•  Common: Insights deepen, see family differently, notice patterns 

in daily life 

•  What to do: Observe without acting, notice how you feel around 

family, be gentle with yourself 

MONTH 1-3: 

•  Common: Testing new behaviours, patterns may resurface, 

working with grief/anger 

•  What to do: Stay connected to what you saw, seek support if 

needed, practice boundaries 

MONTH 3-6: 

•  Common: New patterns stabilising, relationships shifting, less 

emotional charge 

•  What to do: Continue integration, may need a follow-up session 

for deeper layers 

MONTH 6-12: 

•  Common: Living into a new understanding, a pattern rarely 

controls you, and you can see clearly 

•  What to do: Notice what's changed, acknowledge your growth, 

stay conscious 

YEAR 1+: 

•  Common: Resolution feels integrated, you can talk about the 

pattern without charge, teaching others 

•  What to do: Continue living consciously, pass forward what you 

learned 

Side notes to remember: 

•  "This may not be linear - expect waves, ups and downs" 

•  "Some patterns take longer" 

•  "Grief may come in cycles" 

•  "That's all normal" 
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A realistic timeline, more often than not, has a gentle wave pattern, 

showing ups and downs throughout. It is never smooth or idealised. 

This is the typical integration timeline after constellation work. Your 

experience may be faster or slower. What matters is movement toward 

resolution, not the speed of that movement. 

 

When You Know It's Complete 

How do you know when a resolution has happened? When the work is 

done? 

You don't, exactly. Not in a clean, definitive way. Healing isn't like a 

math problem with a clear answer. 

But there are signs. 

You can think about the issues without your chest tightening. You can 

talk about your family without intense emotion hijacking you. You 

feel compassion for the people who hurt you, even if you don't want a 

relationship with them. 

The pattern that used to control your choices no longer does. You can 

see it trying to activate, but you can choose a different outcome now. 

You don't need your family to change before you can be okay. Their 

behaviour might still be problematic. But it doesn't devastate you. You 

have space between their dysfunction and your well-being. 

You can be around family members without constantly defending 

yourself, explaining yourself, or trying to make them understand. You 

just are. They are who they are. You are who you are. That's enough. 

Your body feels different. Lighter. More relaxed. That chronic 

tension, you didn't even know you were carrying, has eased. 

And perhaps most tellingly, you're not passing the pattern forward. If 

you have children, you catch yourself before repeating what was done 

to you. You make different choices. Conscious choices. 
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For Rohan, resolution looked like this: He could think about his father 

without anger. He could see his ex-wife at their son's events without 

crushing guilt. He was dating again without the paralysing fear that 

he'd destroy another relationship. And his son was opening up to him 

slowly, because Rohan was showing up consistently, present in a way 

his own father never was. 

Not perfect. But real. That's resolution. 

 

The Indian Context: Reconciliation Pressure 

I need to address something specific to Indian families. 

There's enormous cultural pressure toward maintaining family 

harmony at all costs. Log kya kahenge - what will people say? Family 

reputation. Honour. The expectation that you'll adjust, compromise, 

and stay connected no matter what. 

Cutting ties with family is seen as shameful. Selfish. A failure of your 

duty. 

Constellation work doesn't tell you what to do about this. It doesn't 

say you should cut people off or stay connected. It helps you see 

clearly so you can choose consciously. 

Sometimes seeing the pattern clearly means you realise you need 

distance: temporary or permanent. Not out of anger or rejection. But 

out of necessity for your own health and the health of your children. 

That decision will be hard initially in an Indian context. Family will 

pressure you. The community will judge. You'll feel guilt. 

Constellation work helps you hold that complexity. You can honour 

your family, understand the systemic forces that shaped them, 

acknowledge your gratitude for what you received, and still choose 

distance if that's what's needed. 

You can love your family and not be able to live with them. Both are 

true. 
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Or you might see the pattern clearly and realise you can stay connected 

with stronger boundaries. You don't have to leave. You just have to 

stop being controlled by the unconscious dynamics. 

There's no single right answer. What matters is that you're choosing 

consciously, not reacting unconsciously. 

 

What Doesn't Change 

I want to be honest about what constellation work doesn't fix. 

It doesn't make abusive people suddenly healthy. If your father was 

violent, he'll probably still be that way. Constellation work helps you 

understand the systemic roots of his violence, but it doesn't heal him, 

unless he does his own work. 

It doesn't make narcissistic people suddenly empathetic. If your 

mother can't see anyone's needs but her own, she'll probably keep 

doing so. You can understand why she became that way, but 

understanding doesn't change her. 

It doesn't erase the past. What happened still happened. The pain was 

real. The harm was real. Resolution doesn't mean pretending 

everything was fine. 

It doesn't make everything easy. Family relationships are complicated. 

Even after resolution, there will be difficult moments, old patterns that 

try to resurface, hurt that needs tending. 

What it does change is YOU. Your relationship to the pattern. Your 

freedom from unconscious control. Your ability to see clearly and 

choose consciously. 

And that changes everything, even when it doesn't change anything 

external. 

 

Realistic Timelines 

People often ask: "How long will this take?" 
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There's no universal answer. Some patterns shift quickly. One 

constellation and the entanglement loosen significantly. Other patterns 

take years to release fully. 

Generally, if you're working on one clear issue, you might need 1 to 3 

constellation sessions over 6 months to a year. Between sessions, you 

integrate what you saw. Let it settle. Live into the new understanding. 

If you're working with multiple entanglements, as most people are, it 

takes longer. You might do periodic sessions over several years, 

peeling back layers. 

The healing doesn't happen only in the constellation sessions. It 

happens in the living. In the daily choice to relate differently. In the 

moment you catch yourself about to repeat the pattern and choose 

something else instead. 

Be patient with yourself. You're working with patterns that have run 

through your life, through your family for generations. They don't 

dissolve overnight. 

Trust that movement is happening even when you can't see it. The seed 

is germinating underground before the shoot breaks through the soil. 

Just because you can't see growth doesn't mean it isn't happening. 

 

What This Means for You 

If you're considering constellation work, know this: it will change how 

you see your family. You can't unsee what gets revealed. That's both 

a gift and a burden. 

You'll understand your parents in ways that make it harder to hate 

them simply. You'll see your own role in perpetuating patterns. You'll 

recognise that everyone in your family is caught in something bigger 

than themselves. 

That understanding is liberating. But it also means you can't 

comfortably blame anyone anymore. You have to grow up. Take 

responsibility. Make conscious choices. 
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Not everyone is ready for that. And that's okay. This work requires 

courage. Wait until you're ready. 

But if you are ready, if you've recognised yourself in these patterns 

and realised that you want to stop passing them forward, constellation 

work can show you the path. 

The path may not always be easy. But it's real. And it leads to freedom. 

In the next chapter, we'll talk practically about when to seek 

constellation work, how to find a facilitator, what to look for, and what 

to avoid. Because knowing the theory is one thing. Knowing how 

actually to access this work is another. 

 

Chapter 6 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Resolution doesn't mean your family becomes healthy 

or your pain disappears. It means the pattern stops controlling you. 

You can see it, you can honour it, and you can choose consciously 

instead of reacting unconsciously. 

The Three Movements of Healing: 

1. Seeing: Making the invisible pattern visible 

2. Honouring: Acknowledging what was, giving it its due weight 

3. Releasing: Letting go of what isn't yours to carry 

What You Learned: 

� Resolution ≠ reconciliation ≠ acceptance (all three are different 

and valuable) 

� Healing is non-linear, with its own timeline 

� Indian families face unique reconciliation pressure (log kya 

kahenge) 

� External circumstances may not change much, but your 

relationship to them transforms 

� Some patterns resolve quickly; others may take years 

� You don't need family to change before you can be free 
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Remember This: Rohan's journey through three sessions: seeing the 

three-generation pattern of absent fathers, honouring each man's loss, 

and releasing the guilt that trapped him. Resolution didn't mean his 

father suddenly became warm or his divorce was undone. It meant he 

could be present with his son in a way that broke the cycle. 

Realistic Expectations: 

•  Abusive people usually stay abusive 

•  Narcissistic people usually stay narcissistic 

•  The past doesn't get erased 

•  What changes is YOUR freedom from unconscious control and 

YOUR understanding of it 

•  And that's enough 

What's Next: You understand patterns. You know what resolution 

looks like. But how do you actually access constellation work? How 

do you find a good facilitator? What should you look for? What are 

the red flags? Chapter 7 will give you practical guidance for taking 

your first steps. 
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CHAPTER 7:  
When to Seek Constellation Work 

Making the Decision and Finding the Right Support 

 

"Sometimes the bravest thing you can do is ask for help seeing what you 

cannot see alone." 

~ Unknown 

 

A woman emails me. "I've read your book. I think I need constellation 

work. But I'm not sure. How do I know if this is right for me?" 

A man calls. "I want to try this, but I'm scared. What if it makes things 

worse? What if I can't handle what comes up?" 

Another woman writes. "I live in Jaipur. Are there facilitators 

available here? How do I find someone good? What if I pick the wrong 

person?" 

These questions are important. Constellation work is powerful. It can 

create profound shifts. But it is not for everyone, and it is not for every 

situation. There is a right time and a wrong time. There are good 

facilitators and not-so-good ones. 

This chapter will help you decide if constellation work is right for you 

right now. And if it is, how to find someone trustworthy to work with. 

 

Signs Constellation Work Might Help 

Let me give you some indicators that constellation work could be 

valuable for you. 

You've tried other approaches, and something's still stuck. 

You've done therapy. Maybe years of it. It helped. You understand 

yourself better. You have insights. But there's still this pattern that 
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won't shift. The exact relationship dynamic. The same career block. 

The same inexplicable anxiety or depression. 

Traditional therapy focuses on you as an individual. As a patient. In 

isolation. Constellation work looks at you as part of a system. When 

individual work hasn't fully resolved something, systemic work often 

reveals what's been missed. 

You keep repeating the same pattern despite knowing better. 

You know you're choosing unavailable partners. You know you're 

self-sabotaging. You know you're staying small. But knowing doesn't 

stop it. You do it anyway, almost as if you're compelled. 

This is often a sign of systemic entanglement. You're not choosing 

consciously. You're following an unconscious loyalty. Constellation 

work can reveal what that loyalty is serving. 

You have a strong feeling you're living out someone else's story. 

Maybe you feel like you're living your mother's life. Or carrying your 

father's unfulfilled dreams. Or somehow responsible for fixing 

something that broke before you were born. 

This felt sense of "this isn't mine" is often accurate. Constellation work 

can show you whose story you're carrying and help you give it back. 

There are members of your family who are excluded or forgotten. 

Someone was cut off. Disowned. Never spoken about. Given up for 

adoption. Died young and was never grieved. First spouse erased. 

Miscarried children never acknowledged. 

Exclusion creates powerful entanglements. If you know there's 

exclusion in your family history, constellation work can help bring 

what's hidden into light. 

You experience symptoms without a clear cause. 

Chronic anxiety with no traumatic history. Depression that doesn't 

respond well to treatment. Physical symptoms doctors can't explain. 

Relationship patterns that make no logical sense. 
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Not all unexplained symptoms are systemic. But many are. 

Constellation work can reveal if you're carrying something from your 

family system that your body is expressing. 

You're at a significant life transition and feeling blocked. 

Marriage, having children, career change, geographic move - these 

transitions can activate systemic patterns. You might feel blocked in 

ways that aren't rational. That doesn’t make any sense. "I want to get 

married, but something stops me." "I want children, but I'm terrified." 

Constellations at transition points can reveal the hidden loyalties that 

are creating this block. 

You want to break a cycle before passing it to your children. 

This is one of the best reasons to seek constellation work. You 

recognise a family pattern: addiction, abuse, emotional unavailability, 

and financial chaos, and you don't want to pass it forward. You want 

to be the one who breaks the cycle. 

Constellation work helps you see the pattern clearly enough to 

consciously interrupt it. 

 

Figure 7.1: Decision tree for determining if constellation work is appropriate for you right 

now. There's no wrong answer. Different approaches serve different needs at other times. 
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When Constellation Work Isn't Recommended 

Just as important as knowing when to seek this work is knowing when 

not to. 

You're in acute crisis. 

If you're actively suicidal, in immediate danger, experiencing acute 

psychosis, or in a crisis that requires immediate intervention, 

constellation work isn't the right tool right now. You need crisis 

support, possibly hospitalisation, and definitely a mental health 

professional who can provide ongoing care. 

Constellation work requires some stability. You need to be able to hold 

what emerges. In a crisis, you can't hold much. Get stable first. Then, 

when you're ready, constellation work can be part of your longer-term 

healing. 

You're seeking someone to fix you or make decisions for you. 

Constellation work isn't about the facilitator having answers for you. 

It's about helping you see your system clearly so you can make your 

own choices. 

If you're looking for someone to tell you whether to divorce your 

spouse, quit your job, or cut off your family, you won't find that in a 

good facilitator. They'll help you see the dynamics clearly. But the 

choice is always yours. 

You want to change other people. 

"Can I do a constellation for my alcoholic brother?" "Can you help fix 

my mother's marriage?" "Can you make my father apologise?" 

No. You can only work on your relationship to these situations. You 

can't heal someone who isn't present and willing. You can't force 

change in others. 

If you're hoping constellation work will magically transform your 

family members, you'll be disappointed. What it can do is transform 

how you relate to them. That's powerful. But it's different from 

changing them. 
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You're not ready to see brutal truths. 

Constellation work reveals things. Sometimes things you've been 

avoiding. Family secrets. Your own role in perpetuating patterns. The 

ways your parents failed you. The ways you're failing your children. 

If you're still needing to see your family as perfect or yourself as 

blameless, if you're not ready for complexity and nuance, wait. There's 

no shame in not being prepared. Readiness comes when it comes. 

You're using it to bypass other necessary healing work. 

Constellation work isn't a replacement for therapy, trauma treatment, 

addiction recovery, or medical care. It's a complement. 

If you have active PTSD, you need trauma-focused therapy. If you're 

struggling with addictions, you need recovery support. If you have a 

mental health condition, you need appropriate treatment. 

Constellation work can enhance these other treatments. But it 

shouldn't replace them. 

 

Nidhi's Decision Process 

Let me show you what good decision-making looks like through 

Nidhi's story. 

Nidhi was thirty-four when she first heard about constellation work. 

Her friend had done a session and raved about it. "You should try this," 

her friend said. "It's life-changing." 

Nidhi was curious but cautious. She'd struggled with anxiety her 

whole adult life. She'd been in therapy on and off for a decade. 

Medication helped manage the symptoms. But she still felt like 

something fundamental had been overlooked. 

She read about constellation work online. Some of it resonated. Some 

of it sounded weird. She wasn't sure. 

She decided to attend a demonstration evening first. Many facilitators 

offer these: a chance to watch constellation work without committing 
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to your own session. She could observe, see if it felt right, and make 

an informed decision. 

At the demonstration, she watched three people do constellations. One 

about relationship struggles. One about career blocks. One about 

family conflict. She was struck by how quickly patterns became 

visible. How representatives seemed to access real information. How 

emotional, but also how grounded, the process was. 

But she still wasn't sure. So, she scheduled a consultation call with the 

facilitator. Asked questions. "What if I can't handle what comes up?" 

"What if it makes my anxiety worse?" "How do I know this is right 

for me?" 

The facilitator was reassuring but honest. "Constellation work can 

bring up strong emotions. That's part of the process. But I won't push 

you beyond what you can handle. We'll go at your pace. And if at any 

point it feels like too much, we can stop." 

"You're in therapy, right?" the facilitator asked. "Yes," Nidhi said. 

"Good. Keep that going. Constellation work isn't a replacement. It's a 

complementary process. Your therapist can help you process what 

comes up." 

That helped. Nidhi had support in place. She wasn't relying on a single 

session to fix everything. 

She decided to try one session. Just one. See what happened. No 

commitment beyond that. 

The session was intense. It revealed that Nidhi was carrying her 

grandmother's anxiety from Partition. Her grandmother had survived 

violence, displacement, and loss. That terror had never been 

processed. It had moved through Nidhi's mother and landed in Nidhi. 

Seeing this was overwhelming but also clarifying. For the first time, 

Nidhi's anxiety made sense. It wasn't random. It wasn't her personal 

failing. It was the inherited trauma. 

After the session, she cried for two days. Then she felt lighter than she 

had in years. 
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She continued therapy. Talked about what the constellation revealed. 

Worked with her therapist to process the grief that came up. The 

constellation didn't replace the psychiatric treatment. It gave that 

therapy new material to work with. 

Three months later, she did a follow-up session. Went deeper. And 

again, she processed what emerged with her therapist. 

Two years later, her anxiety was manageable in ways it had never 

been. Not gone completely. But no longer running her life. 

"I'm glad I was cautious," she told me. "I didn't rush in. I made sure I 

had support. I went at my own pace. That made all the difference." 

 

Finding a Facilitator in India 

So, you've decided you want to try constellation work. How do you 

find someone good? 

India has a growing constellation community. There are trained 

facilitators in most major cities now. Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, Pune, 

Chennai, and Hyderabad all have multiple facilitators. Even smaller 

cities like Jaipur, Chandigarh, and Ahmedabad have practitioners. 

Where to Look: 

The best way to find facilitators is through professional organisations. 

The International Systemic Constellations Association (ISCA) has a 

directory. So does the German Association for Systemic Solutions 

(DGFS). These organisations require training and certification. 

In India, look for facilitators who've trained with established schools. 

The Hellinger Institute, the Bert Hellinger Institute India, and the 

Centre for Systemic Constellation Work are reputable training bodies. 

Though there is no systematic parent or governing organisation yet, 

let that be clearly understood. 

Word of mouth is also valuable. If someone you trust has worked with 

a facilitator and had a good experience, that's meaningful. 
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Many facilitators have websites with testimonials, training 

credentials, and information about their approach. Read carefully. See 

if their style suits, or resonates with you. 

What to Look For: 

A good facilitator has: 

� Proper training. Look for at least 100+ hours of training in 

systemic constellation work specifically. Not just generic 

coaching or counselling. Constellation work requires specific 

skills. 

� Ongoing practice. They facilitate regularly. This isn't 

something they do occasionally. It's a primary focus of their 

work. 

� Clear boundaries. They're transparent about what 

constellation work can and can't do. They don't make wild 

claims about curing everything. 

� Humility. They acknowledge they don't have all the answers. 

They're facilitating a process, and not playing a guru. 

� Cultural sensitivity. If you're Indian, it helps if the facilitator 

understands Indian family dynamics. Not required, but helpful. 

Some Western facilitators work beautifully with Indian clients. 

Others don't grasp the nuances. 

� Support structures. They encourage you to have other 

support (therapy, community, friends). They don't position 

themselves as your only resource. 

Red Flags to Avoid: 

Be cautious of facilitators who: 

•  Claim constellation work cures everything (cancer, mental 

illness, relationship problems). It doesn't. It's powerful but not 

magic. 
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•  Push you to keep coming back for many sessions. Good 

facilitators respect your autonomy. One or two sessions for an 

issue is often enough. 

•  Charge exorbitant amounts. Fees vary, but if someone's 

charging 10x what others charge, be sceptical. 

•  Make you feel dependent on them. You should leave sessions 

feeling empowered, and not like you need them to function 

correctly. 

•  Ignore contraindications. If you tell them you're in crisis or 

actively suicidal and they still insist on doing a constellation, 

RUN. That's dangerous. 

•  Blend constellation work with things it shouldn't be blended 

with. Constellation work doesn't need to be combined with 

tarot, astrology, energy healing, or other modalities. Pure 

constellation work is sufficient. 

•  Position themselves as the expert on your life. They might be 

expert in the method. But you're the expert on your life. 

 

 



116 

 

Figure 7.2: Preparation checklist for your first constellation session. Being prepared reduces 

anxiety and helps you get the most from the experience. 

 

Practical Considerations 

Format: Group vs. Individual 

Constellation work can happen in groups or one-on-one. 

In group settings, multiple people work together in a single day. You 

do your constellation while others watch. Those others serve as 
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representatives when needed. There's something powerful about the 

group knowing field. And it's usually less expensive. 

But group work means less privacy. Your family dynamics are visible 

to strangers. For some people, that's fine. For others, it's too exposing. 

Individual sessions give you complete privacy. Just you and the 

facilitator. The facilitator might use objects (cushions, papers) to 

represent family members instead of people. Or they might use a 

technique called "Systemic Interviewing," in which the constellation 

emerges through conversation and imagination. 

Individual work is more expensive but more private. Choose based on 

your comfort and budget. 

Online vs. In-Person 

The COVID-19 epidemic pushed many facilitators online. And 

surprisingly, it works. 

Online constellations use video platforms. Representatives join from 

different locations. Or in individual work, you and the facilitator meet 

via video. 

The depth is comparable to in-person. The knowing field apparently 

transcends physical space. 

Benefits of online: You can work with facilitators anywhere. Don't 

need to travel. Can do it from home where you feel safe. 

Drawbacks: Technical issues can disrupt flow. Slightly less intimate. 

Can't see the whole-body language. 

I've facilitated both. Both works. Choose based on your preference and 

access. 

Cost 

In India, constellation sessions typically cost anywhere from ₹5,000 

to ₹15,000 for a group session (where you do your constellation). 

Individual sessions range from ₹8,000 to ₹20,000, depending upon the 

facilitator's experience and location. 
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This isn't cheap. But it's comparable to 3-4 therapy sessions, and one 

constellation often does work that might take months in therapy. 

Some facilitators offer sliding scale fees. Don't hesitate to ask if cost 

is a barrier. 

Time Commitment 

A constellation session lasts 60-90 minutes for your issue. In a group, 

the whole day might be 6-8 hours (with multiple people working). 

You'll want to clear your schedule after. Don't plan to go to work or 

social events immediately after. You need processing time. 

Most issues require 1-3 sessions over several months. Not ongoing 

weekly sessions like therapy. More like periodic deep dives. 

 

Figure 7.3: How to distinguish quality facilitators from problematic ones. Your safety and 

autonomy should always be the priority. 
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Cultural Considerations for Indian Clients 

A few things specific to working with constellation facilitators in an 

Indian context: 

Privacy Concerns 

Indian communities are close-knit. You might worry that if you do 

constellation work, word will get back to your family, especially in 

smaller cities. 

Ask facilitators about confidentiality. Professional facilitators 

maintain strict confidentiality. What happens in sessions stays there. 

But clarify this upfront if it's a concern. 

You might also want to work online with a facilitator in a different 

city. More anonymity that way. 

Family Permission 

Some clients ask: "Do I need my family's permission to do this work?" 

No. You do not. This is about your healing. Your understanding. 

You're not doing anything specific for your family that requires their 

permission. You're working on your relationship with your family 

system. 

You also don't need to tell your family you're doing it. This can be 

private. Your choice whether to share or otherwise. 

Language 

Most facilitators in Indian metros speak English. Many also speak 

Hindi. Some speak regional languages as well. 

If language is a concern, ask upfront. You need to be able to express 

yourself clearly. 

Cultural Understanding 

Some facilitators deeply understand Indian family dynamics. Joint 

families, arranged marriages, caste issues, and gender preference - 

these dynamics shape Indian systems in specific ways. 
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Other facilitators might be technically skilled but miss cultural 

nuances. 

If cultural understanding matters to you, ask about it during your 

consultation. "Do you work with many Indian families?" "Do you 

understand joint family dynamics?" A good facilitator will be honest 

about their experience and limitations. 

 

Your First Session: What to Expect 

You've chosen a facilitator. You've scheduled a session. What 

happens? 

Before the Session: 

The facilitator might ask you to send brief information ahead. Your 

issue. Basic family structure. Any significant events (deaths, 

migrations, divorces, etc.). Family Genogram. Trauma-gram. 

Don't overthink this. Brief is fine. The constellation will reveal what 

needs to be revealed. 

At the Session: 

You'll start by describing your issue. The facilitator might ask 

clarifying questions. Then you'll choose representatives (in group 

settings) or the facilitator will set up a constellation using objects or 

through conversation. 

The process unfolds. Things emerge. You watch. You might be invited 

to enter the constellation at some point. Speak certain words. Make 

certain movements. 

You won't know what to do. That's okay. The facilitator guides you. 

Trust the process. 

What You Might Feel: 

Emotions. Confusion. Clarity. Relief. Grief. Anger. Love. Sometimes 

all of these in quick succession. 
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Physical sensations. Heaviness lifting. Tension releasing. Energy 

flowing differently. 

Recognition. "Oh. That's why." The moment it all makes sense. 

After the Session: 

You might feel tired. Emotional. Raw. Or you might feel energised 

and clear. 

Don't try to figure everything out immediately. Let it settle down. 

Write in your journal if that helps. Talk to a trusted friend or therapist. 

Give yourself a few days before deciding what it all means. Insights 

often deepen over time. Let it make its own way to the surface. Don’t 

try to hurry things.

What This Means for You 

If you've read this chapter and you're still not sure if constellation 

work is right for you, that's okay. Not being sure is a valid place to be. 

You can: 

•  Attend a demonstration to watch before participating 

•  Do a consultation call with a facilitator 

•  Wait and see if the right time emerges 

•  Try other approaches first and circle back later 

There's no rush. Constellation work will still be here when you're 

ready. 

But if you've read this and you feel that pull, "yes, I need to see my 

system clearly", then trust that. Find a good facilitator. Take the leap 

forward. It takes courage. But it's worth it. 

The work of making the invisible visible changes lives. Not because 

it's magic. But because seeing the truth, honouring it, and choosing 

consciously are among the most powerful things a human being can 

do. 

In the next chapter, we'll look at what you can do on your own. 

Practices for bringing systemic awareness into your daily life. While 
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facilitators are valuable for deep work, you can do much yourself to 

stay conscious of your family patterns and make choices that break 

cycles.  

You don't need to wait for a session to start living more consciously. 

 

Chapter 7 Key Points 

The Big Idea: Constellation work is powerful but not for everyone or 

for every situation. Knowing when to seek it, how to find a good 

facilitator, and what to expect helps you make an informed, 

empowered decision. 

When It Might Help: 

•  Repeating patterns despite other interventions 

•  Feeling you're living someone else's story 

•  Excluded members in family history 

•  Unexplained symptoms without a clear cause 

•  Major life transitions, feeling blocked 

•  Wanting to break cycles before passing them forward 

When It's Not Recommended: 

•  Acute crisis or active suicidal ideation 

•  Seeking someone to fix you or make decisions 

•  Wanting to change other people 

•  Not ready to see brutal truths 

•  Using it to bypass necessary medical/psychiatric treatment 

Finding Quality Facilitators: 

•  Look for 50 - 100 hours of certified training 

•  Check professional directories (ISCA, DGfS) 

•  Ask about their experience with Indian families 

•  Trust word-of-mouth recommendations 

•  Have a consultation call before committing 

Red Flags: 
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•  Claims of curing everything 

•  Pressure for many sessions 

•  Exorbitant fees with no justification 

•  Making you dependent 

•  Ignoring contraindications 

•  Playing guru rather than facilitator 

Remember This: Nidhi's cautious approach: attended demonstration 

first, had consultation call, ensured she had therapy support, tried one 

session before committing. She went at her own pace with proper 

support structures. That's how to do it wisely. 

Cultural Considerations: 

•  Confidentiality concerns in close-knit communities 

•  You don't need family permission for your own healing 

•  Language and cultural understanding matter 

•  Online sessions offer more anonymity 

•  Good facilitators understand Indian family dynamics 

What's Next: You understand when and how to seek constellation 

work. But what can you do on your own, between sessions or without 

a facilitator? Chapter 8 will give you practical tools for bringing 

systemic awareness into daily life and working with your family 

patterns consciously. 
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CHAPTER 8:  
Working With Your System 

Practices for Daily Awareness 

 

"You cannot change your family. But you can change your relationship 

to your family." 

~ Murray Bowen 

 

I get this question all the time: "What can I do on my own? Between 

sessions? Or if I can't access a facilitator?" 

The answer is: quite a lot, actually. 

Constellation work with a facilitator is powerful for quickly revealing 

hidden dynamics. But systemic awareness is something you can also 

practice daily, on your own. There are tools you can use to stay 

conscious of family patterns, honour what came before, and make 

choices that break cycles. 

These aren't constellation techniques in the truest sense. You're not 

trying to replicate what happens in a facilitated session. But you can 

bring systemic consciousness into your everyday life. And that 

changes how you move through the world. 

Let me be clear about boundaries first. There are things you shouldn't 

do without a trained facilitator. Don't try to set up constellations for 

yourself using friends or family as representatives. Don't try to 

facilitate constellations for others without proper training. That can 

cause harm rather than benefit them. 

What I'm offering here are the awareness practices. Ways to see your 

system more clearly. Ways to honour your ancestors. Ways to catch 

yourself before repeating unconscious patterns. 

These practices are safe. They're respectful. And they're powerful in 

their own right. 
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Practice 1: Creating Your Genogram 

A genogram is a family map. It's like a family tree, but with more 

information. It shows not just who's related to whom, but patterns, 

relationships, and significant events. 

Creating your genogram is one of the most valuable things you can do 

for understanding your family system. It makes the invisible visible 

on paper. 

What You'll Need: 

•  Large paper (at least A3 size, bigger is better) 

•  Coloured pens or markers 

•  Information about your family (dates, names, significant events) 

•  Quiet time without interruption 

How to Create It: 

Start with yourself. Draw a square if you're male, a circle if you're 

female. Write your name and birth year inside. 

Draw your siblings. Oldest on the left, youngest on the right. Connect 

you all to a horizontal line representing your parents' relationship. 

Above that line, draw your parents. Connect them with a line. If they're 

married, it's a solid line. If divorced, draw two slashes through the 

line. If separated, one slash. If one is deceased, put an X through their 

symbol. 

Do the same for your parents' siblings, on either side. Then your 

grandparents. Go back as far as you have information. 

For each person, note: 

•  Birth year (death year if deceased) 

•  Any significant events (migration, illness, major success/failure) 

•  Cause of death, if you know it 

•  Any excluding events (disownment, giving up for adoption, etc.) 

Use colours or symbols to mark: 
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•  People who were excluded (highlighted in red) 

•  People who carried heavy burdens (marked with *) 

•  Relationship conflicts (jagged lines between people) 

•  Close relationships (thick lines) 

•  Distant relationships (dotted lines) 

What to Look For: 

Once you've created it, step back. What patterns do you see? 

Do certain events repeat across generations? Deaths at similar ages? 

Multiple divorces? Business failures? Migrations? 

Are there excluded members? People whose names you don't know? 

Relatives never mentioned? 

What's your position in the family structure? Oldest? Youngest? The 

one after the child who died? The first grandson? Your position tells 

you something about what you might be carrying. 

Who do you most resemble? Not just physically. Whose life path are 

you following? That's often a clue about unconscious identification. 

 

Figure 8.1: Standard genogram template. Use this to map three or more generations of your 

family system. Patterns often become visible once you see the structure on paper. 
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Practice 2: Pattern Recognition Journal 

This is simple but powerful. Keep a journal specifically for noticing 

family patterns as they show up in your daily life. 

How It Works: 

When something triggers you, a conflict with your spouse, anxiety at 

work, a recurring dream, a strong emotion you can't explain, pause and 

write. 

Ask yourself: 

•  What just happened? 

•  What did I feel? 

•  Who does this remind me of in my family? 

•  Have I felt this before? When? 

•  Is this pattern familiar from my family history? 

Do not analyse deeply. Just notice and record. 

For example: 

"Had a fight with my wife today. She asked me to help with household 

decisions, and I felt trapped, suffocated. Like, I couldn't breathe. 

Realised this is how my father must have felt. He always escaped to 

work when my mother wanted his involvement. I'm doing exactly what 

he did." 

Or: 

"Turned down a promotion today. Made up excuses about timing. But 

honestly, I was scared. Scared of success. This is what my uncle did - 

he sabotaged every opportunity. Am I carrying his pattern?" 

The journal creates consciousness. You start seeing patterns in real 

time, not just in hindsight. And seeing them in the moment gives you 

a chance to choose differently. 

Weekly Review: 

Once a week, read through your entries. Look for themes. What pattern 

shows up most often? That's probably your primary entanglement. 



128 

Write about it. "I notice I keep withdrawing when people get close. 

My father did this. His father did this also. I'm the third generation of 

men who can't sustain intimacy. What would it look like to break this 

pattern?" 

No pressure to fix anything. Just noticing. Consciousness itself is 

transformative. 

 

Practice 3: Honouring Rituals 

In constellation work, we honour what came before. You can do this 

yourself through simple rituals. 

These aren't religious rituals necessarily. They're acknowledgement 

practices. Ways of saying, "I see you. I respect what you carried. 

Thank you." 

For Deceased Ancestors: 

Light a candle. Place it somewhere safe. Sit quietly. Think of a specific 

ancestor. Your grandmother. Your great-grandfather. Whoever comes 

to mind. 

Say their name out loud. "Grandmother Kamala." 

Acknowledge them. "You lived through Partition. You lost 

everything. You rebuilt. You survived. I honour what you went 

through." 

If you know they carried unprocessed pain: "I see the grief you 

couldn't express. I acknowledge and honour it. I release you from 

carrying it alone." 

If you've been unconsciously carrying something for them: "I honour 

what you carried. But I give this back to you now. It's not mine to 

carry forward." 

Sit in silence for a few minutes. Feel what you feel. Blow out the 

candle when you're ready. 

Do this monthly. Or whenever you feel called to. 
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For Excluded Members: 

If you know someone was excluded from your family, create a small 

ritual of inclusion. 

Write their name on a piece of paper. Say out loud: "You belong to 

this family. Even though they excluded you, I include you. I see you." 

You might place their name on your family altar if you have one. Or 

fold the paper and keep it somewhere meaningful. Or burn it as an 

offering. 

The form doesn't matter. The intention does. You're reversing the 

exclusion, at least in your consciousness. 

The Indian Context - Adapting Traditional Practices: 

Many Indian families already do ancestral rituals. Shraddha, tarpan, 

pitru paksha ceremonies. These are beautiful systemic practices. 

But you can adapt them with conscious awareness. When you perform 

tarpan, instead of just going through the motions, actually think about 

what your ancestors carried. Name it. Acknowledge it. Honour it. And 

release it. 

When you make offerings during pitru paksha, imagine you are also 

offering release to unprocessed grief, unspoken shame, and inherited 

burdens. 

You don't have to abandon traditional practices. You can infuse them 

with systemic understanding. That makes them even more powerful. 
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Figure 8.2: Suggested daily awareness practices. These aren't rigid requirements. Choose 

what resonates. Even small, consistent practices create significant shifts over time. 

 

Practice 4: Internal Constellation 

You can do a simplified form of constellation work internally, using 

your imagination. This isn't a replacement for facilitated work, but it's 

valuable for daily awareness. 

How It Works: 

Find a quiet space. Close your eyes. Take a few deep breaths. 

Imagine your family system as a physical space. Maybe a room. 

Perhaps an open field. Whatever comes to you. 

Place family members in this imagined space. Where do you put your 

father? Your mother? Your siblings? Where do you place yourself? 

Which directions you are looking at? 

Notice the distances. Who's close together? Who's far apart? Who's 

facing whom? Who's turned away? 

Add anyone who's been excluded. The uncle no one mentions. The 

first wife. The child who died. Where do they go in this imagined 

space? 

Now notice: What wants to move? Do you feel pulled to move closer 

to someone? Further away? Does someone want to turn around? 
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Let the imagined constellation shift naturally. Please do not force it. 

Just observe what wants to happen. Just notice if there is any 

movement that offers a perceived release. 

When it feels complete, open your eyes. Write down what you noticed. 

Any insights? Any surprising placements? Any movements that felt 

significant? 

This practice helps you tune into your systemic awareness. It's not as 

powerful as working with actual representatives in real space. But it's 

surprisingly effective for daily check-ins. 

 

Practice 5: Breaking Unconscious Agreements 

This is more advanced. But if you've identified a pattern you're 

repeating, you can consciously break the unconscious agreement that's 

keeping you in it. 

How It Works: 

Identify the pattern. "I keep choosing unavailable partners." 

Ask yourself: What's the unconscious agreement? What am I being 

loyal to by repeating this? 

Maybe: "I unconsciously agreed to stay emotionally unavailable like 

my mother. To honour her by repeating her pattern." 

Sit with that. Feel it. Acknowledge it. "I made this agreement 

unconsciously. I was being loyal to my mother." 

Then say, out loud if possible: "I break this agreement. I honour my 

mother and her pain. But I choose to be available for love. I'm allowed 

to have what she couldn't have." 

This might feel strange. Disloyal even. That's the unconscious 

agreement resisting. Stay with it. 

You might need to repeat this multiple times. Once isn't enough to 

break a pattern that's decades old. But each time you state your 

conscious choice, you're weakening the unconscious grip on yourself. 
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Important Cautions: 

This practice works best if you've already done some constellation 

work or deep personal work. If you're just beginning to see patterns, 

focus on awareness first. Don't try to force breaking patterns before 

you've fully seen them. 

And be gentle. Breaking unconscious agreements can bring up grief. 

You might cry. You might feel guilty. That's normal. You're severing 

a loyalty. Even though it's necessary, it still hurts. 

Have support. Talk to a therapist or trusted friend about what you're 

doing. 

 

Anjali's Practice Journey 

Let me show you what sustained practice looks like through Anjali's 

story. 

Anjali did her first constellation session two years ago. It revealed that 

she was carrying her grandmother's grief about being separated from 

her village during Partition. That explained Anjali's chronic 

loneliness. 

The constellation helped. But Anjali knew one session wasn't enough. 

The pattern was deep. She needed ongoing awareness. 

She started a practice routine. 

Morning: 

Every morning, she'd spend five minutes acknowledging her place in 

her family system. She'd say out loud: "I'm the granddaughter of a 

Partition survivor. I carry her strength. I release her unprocessed grief. 

Today I choose my own life." 

Simple. But it grounded her. 

During the Day: 

She kept a small journal in her bag. When loneliness hit, and it still 

did sometimes, she'd write. "Feeling lonely. Is this mine or inherited?" 
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More often than not, she realised it was inherited. That awareness 

alone reduced the intensity. 

Evening: 

Before bed, she'd light a candle for her grandmother. Sometimes she'd 

just sit in the silence. Sometimes she'd speak. "Grandmother, I honour 

what you lost. Your village. Your family. Your roots. I see your grief. 

But I'm living forward now. I'm allowed to feel at home even though 

you couldn't." 

Weekly: 

Every Sunday, she'd review her journal entries. Look for patterns. Was 

the loneliness worse on certain days? In certain contexts? She noticed 

it spiked when she was succeeding. As if success triggered guilt about 

having what her grandmother didn't have. 

Monthly: 

Once a month, she'd update her genogram. Add new insights. She 

started researching her family history. Found out her grandmother's 

village name. Where she'd lived. What she'd lost. This information 

deepened her honouring practice. 

The Shifts: 

After six months of consistent practice, Anjali noticed fundamental 

changes. 

The loneliness was still there sometimes. But it didn't consume her. 

She could recognise it: "Ah, there's grandmother's grief visiting." 

She'd honour it briefly. Then let it pass. She developed a habit of 

lighting a Diya at the altar in memory of her ancestors. 

Sometime later, she started dating. First relationship in years where 

she didn't feel that desperate clinginess born of loneliness. She could 

be with someone without needing them to fill an unfilled hole. 

She took a promotion. Didn't sabotage it. Didn't feel guilty for 

succeeding. She could hold both: "My grandmother lost everything. 

And I'm allowed to have everything." 
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After two years, she did a follow-up constellation. Went deeper. 

Worked with another layer. But the daily practices had done so much 

of the groundwork that the session could go to subtler levels. 

"The practices keep me conscious," she told me. "I don't slip back into 

unconscious patterns as easily. I catch myself now. That's everything." 

 

What You Can't Do Alone 

Before we go further, let me be clear about limitations. 

These practices are powerful for maintaining awareness. But they're 

not substitutes for facilitated constellation work when you're dealing 

with: 

•  Deep trauma 

•  Active crisis 

•  Complex entanglements you can't see clearly 

•  Patterns that won't shift despite your best efforts 

•  Working with excruciating family history (abuse, violence, severe 

neglect) 

In those situations, you need a trained facilitator. Don't try to do this 

alone. 

Also, don't try to facilitate constellations for others. I see this 

sometimes. Someone reads about the work, thinks they understand it, 

and then they try to set up constellations for friends or family. 

Please don't do that. Constellation facilitation requires extensive 

training. Understanding the situations. Working with the unconscious 

is powerful. It can help or harm depending on the skill of the 

facilitator. Respect the complexity of this work. 

What you can do alone is maintain consciousness. Notice the patterns. 

Honour your ancestors. Make conscious choices. That's significant. 

That's enough. 
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Figure 8.3: Simple monthly honouring ritual. This isn't religious (though it can be combined 

with your spiritual practice). It's a way of consciously acknowledging what came before and 

choosing what you carry forward. 

 

Combining Practices with Other Healing Work 

These practices work beautifully alongside other healing modalities. 

With Therapy: 

Tell your therapist you're doing systemic practices. Bring your journal 

to sessions. When patterns emerge in your life, your therapist can help 

you process the emotions that come up. 

Therapy provides the ongoing support. Systemic practices provide the 

framework for understanding what you're processing. 

With Meditation: 

If you have a meditation practice, you can incorporate systemic 

awareness into it. During meditation, when memories or emotions 

arise, ask: "Is this mine or inherited?" 

Don't analyse. Just notice. Let the question sit in your awareness. 

Sometimes insights come in meditation that don't come in active 

thinking. 

With Yoga: 



136 

Certain yoga poses can release stored emotional content. When this 

happens, ask yourself what's releasing. Whose grief are you crying? 

Whose pain are you carrying? Whose rage are you expressing? 

Your body holds family patterns. Yoga can help release them. 

Systemic awareness enables you to understand what's being released. 

With Traditional Indian Practices: 

As I mentioned earlier, you can bring systemic consciousness to 

shraddha, tarpan, and family pujas. Instead of performing them by 

rote, do them with conscious intention. 

"I perform this ritual not just for my father, but also to honour what he 

carried. To release him from what he couldn't release himself from. 

To break the cycle of unprocessed grief in our lineage." 

This doesn't change the ritual form. It changes your relationship to it. 

Makes it more powerful. 

 

Staying Conscious Over Time 

Here's the challenge: patterns are sticky. You can have breakthroughs. 

See clearly. Make different choices. And then, weeks or months later, 

you find yourself right back in the pattern. 

This is normal. It's not failure. It's how systemic change works. Two 

steps forward, one step back. 

The key is maintaining practice over time. Not perfectly. Not rigidly. 

But consistently enough that consciousness becomes your default 

rather than unconsciousness. 

Tips for Sustainability: 

Start small. Don't try to do all five practices every day. Pick one. 

Maybe the journal. Do that consistently for a month. Then add another 

practice. 
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Be flexible. Some months, you'll do daily practices. Some months, 

you'll barely do anything. That's life. Don't beat yourself up. Come 

back to it when you can. 

Find accountability. Maybe a friend who's also interested in this work. 

Check in with each other monthly. Share insights. Support each other's 

consciousness. 

Expect resistance. Part of you wants to stay loyal to the family 

patterns. When you feel resistance to the practices, that's normal. Do 

them anyway. Gently but firmly. 

Celebrate small wins. Did you catch yourself before repeating a 

pattern? That's huge. You noticed an inherited emotion and didn't act 

on it? Victory. Acknowledge your growth. 

 

What This Means for You 

You don't have to wait for a facilitator or a perfect moment to start 

working with your family system. 

You can begin today. Draw your genogram. Start your journal. Light 

a candle for an ancestor. Speak your conscious choice out loud. 

These practices might seem simple. They are simple. But simple 

doesn't mean easy. And it definitely doesn't mean ineffective. 

Consciousness, practised consistently over time, transforms lives. Not 

dramatically overnight. But steadily, surely, like water wearing away 

stone. 

You're not trying to become perfect. You're not trying never to feel 

the pattern again. You're trying to stay conscious enough that when 

the pattern activates, you see it. And seeing it gives you a choice. 

That's all you need - that ability to see and choose. Everything else 

follows from that. 

In the next chapter, we'll look at what living consciously in your 

family system actually looks like in the long term. How do you balance 

honouring tradition with breaking destructive patterns? How do you 
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relate to family members once you've done this work? How do you 

parent differently? How do you create a new legacy? 

Because this isn't just about healing yourself. It's about changing what 

you pass forward. It's about being the one who breaks the cycle. 

 

Chapter 8 Key Points 

The Big Idea: You can bring systemic awareness into daily life 

through simple practices. These aren't constellation techniques, but 

they help you stay conscious of family patterns and make choices that 

break cycles. 

The Five Practices: 

1. Creating Your Genogram: Map your family system on paper to 

see patterns visually 

2. Pattern Recognition Journal: Notice when family patterns show 

up in daily life 

3. Honouring Rituals: Acknowledge ancestors, release inherited 

burdens 

4. Internal Constellation: Use imagination to sense systemic 

dynamics 

5. Breaking Unconscious Agreements: Consciously choose 

differently from family patterns 

What You Learned: 

•  These practices are safe to do alone (unlike actual constellation 

facilitation) 

•  They work best alongside other healing modalities (therapy, 

meditation, etc.) 

•  Indian traditional practices (shraddha, tarpan) can be infused with 

systemic awareness 

•  Consistency matters more than perfection 

•  Small, sustained practices create significant shifts over time 

Remember This: Anjali's two-year practice journey: daily 

acknowledgements, journal entries, weekly reviews, monthly rituals. 
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The practices didn't eliminate the loneliness from her grandmother's 

Partition grief, but they helped her recognise it as inherited rather than 

personal. That distinction changed everything. 

Important Boundaries: 

•  Don't try to facilitate constellations for others without getting 

proper training in it 

•  Don't substitute these practices for professional help with trauma 

or crisis 

•  These are awareness tools, not therapy replacements 

•  Know your limits, seek help when needed 

Cultural Adaptation: Indian families can adapt traditional ancestor 

rituals with systemic consciousness. Pitru paksha becomes not just a 

duty but a conscious release of inherited burdens. Shraddha becomes 

an acknowledgement of what ancestors carried and a choice not to pass 

it forward. 

What's Next: You know the patterns. You know what resolution looks 

like. You have practices for daily awareness. But what does it look 

like to actually live differently? How do you relate to family once 

you've done this work? How do you parent your children differently? 

How do you create a new legacy? Chapter 9 will show you what 

conscious living in your family system actually looks like. 
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CHAPTER 9:  
Living Consciously in Your System 

The Ripple Effect of One Person's Awareness 

 

"The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago. The second-best 

time is now." 

~ A Chinese Proverb 

 

Here's what people don't tell you about doing this work. 

Once you see the patterns, once you understand the systemic forces 

that shaped your family, you can't go back to unconscious living. You 

know too much. You see too clearly. 

That's both liberating and challenging. 

Liberating because you're no longer blindly repeating what came 

before. You can choose. You can honour traditions where they serve 

you and release them where it doesn't. You are free. 

Challenging because everyone else in your family is still unconscious. 

They're still caught in the same patterns. And you have to figure out 

how to stay conscious while relating to people who aren't. 

How do you honour your parents while not being controlled by their 

dysfunction? How do you stay connected to siblings who are still 

acting out family patterns? How do you parent your own children 

differently without rejecting everything your parents gave you? 

These are the questions of conscious living. And these questions do 

not have simple answers. 

But they do have real answers, though. Answers that work. That's what 

this chapter is all about. 
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The Ripple Effect 

Here's something beautiful about systemic work. When one person in 

a family system becomes conscious, the whole system begins to 

change. 

You don't have to fix everyone, though. You don't have to convince 

your family to do constellation work. You just have to change 

yourself. Change your relationship to the patterns. Make different 

choices. 

And the system responds. Because systems are interconnected. When 

one node changes, all the other nodes adjust accordingly. 

Your father might still be difficult. But when you stop reacting from 

old wounds, when you can see him clearly and relate to him as an adult 

rather than a wounded child, he relates to you differently. Maybe not 

dramatically. Maybe just slightly. But something shifts. 

Your mother might still be critical. But when you stop taking her 

criticism as evidence of your inadequacy, when you can hear it and let 

it pass through without hooking you, the dynamic changes. She might 

criticise less. Or her criticism might not land the same way. 

Your children, if you have them, feel the difference most acutely. 

When you're not unconsciously repeating what was done to you, when 

you're making conscious choices about how to parent, they grow up 

freer. The patterns weaken with each generation of consciousness. 

This is called the FCT ripple effect. One person's awareness creates 

space for everyone else to shift. Not because you're forcing them to 

change. But because you're no longer participating in the old dance. 

You have now been exposed to the new moves. And when one person 

stops dancing the old steps, everyone has to find new ones. 

 

Vikram's Transformation 

Let me show you what this looks like through Vikram's story. You met 

him briefly in Chapter 5. He was the one who couldn't maintain 

relationships, unconsciously representing his excluded uncle. 
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After his constellation work, Vikram started living more consciously. 

It wasn't easy. But he stayed with it. And over five years, everything 

changed. Not just for him. For his entire family. 

Year One: Personal Shifts 

The first year after his constellation, Vikram focused on his own 

patterns. He noticed when he was withdrawing from people. When he 

felt that pull to isolate. Instead of automatically following it, he'd 

pause. 

"Is this me? Or am I being loyal to my uncle who was excluded?" 

Most of the time, it was the uncle's pattern. Once Vikram could see 

that, he had a choice. He could honour his uncle's memory without 

living out his exclusion. 

He started letting people in and made real friends for the first time in 

years. Dated without that constant urge to run. He got engaged to a 

woman who saw him clearly. 

His family noticed. His father, who had cut off his own brother all 

those years ago, started asking Vikram questions. "You seem 

different. Happier. What changed?" 

Vikram didn't talk about constellation work. His father wouldn't 

understand. But he said, "I'm working on some old patterns. Trying to 

live more consciously." 

His father nodded. Didn't say more. But something was registered. 

Year Two: Family Reconnection 

In his second year, Vikram did something that surprised everyone. He 

tracked down his uncle. The one his family had excluded. Found him 

living in Pune. Reached out. 

The first meeting was awkward. His uncle was guarded, hurt, too. 

"Your father hasn't spoken to me in thirty years," he said. "Why are 

you here?" 

"Because you're my uncle," Vikram said. "You belong to our family, 

even if they excluded you, or might not have spoken to you. Facts are 
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facts only. You are part of us; I feel that way only. I'm sorry that 

happened. I want to know you all as my family." 

They met a few more times. His uncle softened. Told Vikram about 

his life. His marriage to the Muslim woman. His children, Vikram's 

cousins, who'd grown up thinking they had no extended family. 

Vikram didn't try to force a reconciliation between his father and 

uncle. That wasn't his job to do. But he maintained the connection. 

His father found out. He was furious at first. "Why are you doing this? 

He betrayed the family." 

Vikram stayed calm. "He fell in love, Dad. That's not betrayal. You 

cutting him off - that created suffering in our whole family. I'm not 

going to carry that forward." 

His father didn't apologise. Didn't suddenly see the light. But he 

stopped objecting. And six months later, when Vikram's uncle's wife 

died, Vikram told his father. 

His father went to the funeral. Didn't speak to his brother. But he was 

there. Present. And, it was a beginning. 

Year Three: Marriage and Parenting 

Vikram, meanwhile, got married. For the first time in his life, he could 

commit. Could stay present. Could build intimacy without that 

constant panic. 

A year later, they had a son. And Vikram faced new questions. How 

do I parent differently? How do I not pass forward what was done to 

me? 

He and his wife talked about it explicitly. "My family has a pattern of 

exclusion," he told her. "My grandfather excluded his brother. My 

father excluded his brother. I'm not doing that to our son. We're raising 

him to include, not exclude." 

They made conscious choices. When his son had conflicts with his 

cousins, they didn't force him to cut off those people. They taught him 

to work through differences. To stay connected even when it was hard. 
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When extended family gossiped about someone, they didn't 

participate. "Everyone belongs," Vikram would say to his son. "We 

don't exclude people from our hearts." 

His son grew up knowing his great-uncle. The one Vikram's father had 

cut off. Vikram made sure of it. His son had relationships his father 

never had. The pattern was breaking. 

Year Four: Parents Ageing 

His father got sick. Cancer. Serious. And in his illness, something 

cracked open. 

One day, Vikram was visiting him in the hospital. His father said, 

quietly, "I've been thinking about my brother. I feel ashamed; I 

mistreated him. I should call him." 

Vikram didn't push. Just said, "He'd like to hear from you." 

A week later, his father called his brother. First conversation in thirty 

years. They cried. Both of them. Didn't resolve everything. But they 

spoke. 

Over the next year, as his father's health declined, the brothers 

reconciled. Not completely. But enough. When Vikram's father died, 

his brother was at the funeral. Held his hand. Said goodbye. 

Vikram's mother told him, "Your father said you helped him with this. 

That you showed him it was possible to reconnect." 

Year Five: New Generation 

Vikram's son was four now. Bright, open, socially confident. 

Everything Vikram hadn't been as a child. 

One day, Vikram's mother was watching her grandson play with his 

cousins, including the children of Vikram's reconciled uncle. All of 

them were playing together. No exclusions. No bitter divisions. 

She started crying. "This is what it should have been," she said. "All 

along. This is what we lost by cutting people off." 

Vikram hugged her. "We're creating it now. That's what matters." 
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The family had changed. Not because Vikram lectured anyone. Not 

because he forced anyone to see things his way. But because he lived 

differently. Made different choices. And the system adjusted around 

his consciousness. 

His son would grow up in a family where exclusion wasn't the default, 

where love was stronger than shame. Where people worked through 

conflicts, instead of cutting each other off. 

One person's consciousness. Five years. Three generations affected. 

That's the ripple effect. 

 

Applications: Relating to Parents 

Let's get practical. How do you actually relate to your parents once 

you've done this work? 

You see them clearly now. You understand why they are the way they 

are. You know what they were carrying. You have compassion. But 

they might still be difficult. Controlling. Critical. Emotionally 

unavailable. Abusive even. 

Consciousness doesn't mean you have to tolerate harm. It means you 

can see clearly and choose consciously. 

Boundaries with Compassion 

You can hold both. "My mother is the way she is because of what she 

went through. I have compassion for that. And I still need to protect 

myself from her criticism." 

Boundaries aren't rejection. They're self-preservation. You're not 

cutting your mother off. You're limiting her access to areas where she 

causes harm. 

Maybe you don't discuss certain topics with her. Maybe you visit her 

for shorter periods. Maybe you take breaks when needed. 
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"Mom, I love you. And when you criticise my parenting, it hurts. So, 

I'm not going to discuss my children with you anymore. We can talk 

about other things." 

She might get angry. Might accuse you of being disrespectful. That's 

her pattern. You don't have to defend yourself. You just hold the 

boundary. 

Honouring Without Obeying 

In Indian culture, there's enormous pressure to obey parents. To adjust. 

To sacrifice your needs for theirs. Seva is beautiful when it's freely 

given. It's toxic when it's demanded. 

You can show respect to your parents without obeying them. Honour 

means acknowledging what they gave you. Respecting their role as 

your parents. Being grateful for what was good. 

It doesn't mean doing everything they say. It doesn't mean letting them 

control your life. It doesn't mean sacrificing your children's well-being 

for their comfort. 

"Dad, I respect you as my father. I'm grateful for everything you 

provided. And I'm making different choices for my life. This isn't 

disrespect. This is me taking my responsibilities as an adult. Hope you 

will understand that." 

He might not understand. Might feel rejected. That's hard. But you can 

hold firm in your choice while honouring him. 

Seeing Them as Whole People 

Once you understand the systemic forces that shaped your parents, you 

can see them as more than just "good" or "bad" parents. You can see 

them as people who were also shaped by their families and their 

circumstances. 

Your father wasn't born distant and critical. He learned that from his 

father. Who, in turn, learnt it from his own father. You're breaking a 

multi-generational pattern. 
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Your mother wasn't born anxious and controlling. She carried her 

mother's trauma. Who carried her own mother's trauma. 

This doesn't excuse harm. But it contextualises it. And context creates 

space for compassion alongside accountability. 

You can say, "What you did hurt me. And I understand why you did 

it. Both are true." 

 

Figure 9.1: How one generation's consciousness breaks cycles and creates freedom for the 

next. The burden lessens with each generation that chooses awareness over unconscious 

repetition. 
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Applications: Parenting Differently 

If you have children, this work changes everything about how you 

parent. 

You're not just raising kids. You're deciding what to pass forward and 

what to leave behind. You're the transition generation. The one who 

breaks the cycle. 

Conscious Choices 

Before you react to your children, pause. Ask: "Is this my conscious 

choice? Or am I repeating what was done to me?" 

Your child is crying. Your impulse is to say, "Stop crying. Don't be 

weak." That's what your father said to you. Is that what you want to 

pass forward? 

Pause. Choose differently. "It's okay to cry. Tell me what's wrong." 

Your daughter brings home bad grades. Your impulse is shame, 

criticism. "Why can't you be better? You're embarrassing the family." 

That's what your mother would have said. 

Pause. Choose differently. "Let's figure out what's going on. How can 

I support you?" 

Every reaction is a choice point. Am I responding to this child in front 

of me? Or am I reacting according to my own childhood wounds? 

Breaking Gender Patterns 

If you came from a family with son preference, you can parent your 

daughters differently. You can show them they're not less than. You 

can celebrate them as they are. You can give them opportunities 

without guilt. 

If you have sons, you can release them from the crushing pressure of 

being the Kul-Deepak. You can let them be human beings. Vulnerable 

first. Allowed to fail. Allowed to choose paths that aren't traditional. 

"You don't have to carry the family legacy," you can tell your son. 

"You can be yourself. That's enough." 
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"You're not worth less because you're a daughter," you can tell your 

daughter. "You're complete as you are. You don't have to prove 

anything." 

These messages, given consistently, reshape how children see 

themselves. They grow up without the burden you carried. 

Including Rather Than Excluding 

Teach your children to include rather than exclude. When someone in 

the family does something shameful, please don't cut them off. Work 

through it. 

"Uncle made a mistake. We're disappointed. But he's still family. 

We're going to support him in making amends." 

When your child wants to marry outside their caste or religion, don't 

disown them. Respect their choice. 

"This isn't what we expected. But we love you. Your happiness matters 

more than our expectations." 

When someone in the family has a mental illness or addiction, don't 

hide them. Get them help. Include them. 

"Your cousin is struggling. We're going to help him. That's what 

family does." 

Your children learn from what you do more than what you say. If they 

see you including, they'll include. The pattern of exclusion dies with 

you. 

Processing Your Own Childhood 

You can't parent well if you're still carrying unprocessed wounds from 

your own childhood. Your children will trigger you. They'll activate 

old patterns. And you'll react to those patterns instead of responding 

to them. 

Keep working on yourself. Therapy. Constellation work. Journaling. 

Whatever helps you process your own pain so you don't unconsciously 

dump it on your kids. 
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When you lose your temper with your child, apologise also. "I'm sorry 

I yelled. That wasn't about you. I was reacting from my own 

childhood. I'm going to work on it." 

Your children learn that adults can make mistakes too and own them. 

That's powerful modelling. 

 

Applications: Marriage and Partnership 

Conscious living changes how you relate to your partner. 

You're not just two individuals. You are two-family systems coming 

together. Your partner carries their family patterns. You carry yours. 

Marriage is where those patterns meet. 

Seeing Your Partner Clearly 

When your partner does something that triggers you, pause. Ask 

yourself: "Is this about them? Or about my family history?" 

Your wife withdraws during conflict. You feel abandoned. Panic sets 

in. Before you react, check in your mind: "My mother also used to 

withdraw. She used to leave me alone as a punishment. Is my wife also 

doing that? Or am I projecting my mother onto her?" 

Often, it's a projection. Your partner is not your parent. They do not 

know about your childhood patterns. They are also responding in line 

with their own history. When you can see that clearly, you can reply 

to who they actually are. 

Negotiating Family Obligations 

This is huge in Indian marriages. Both families have expectations. 

Both family systems have patterns. You and your partner need to 

decide what to honour and what to release consciously. 

"Your mother wants us to live in a joint family. My mother wants us 

to visit every weekend. We need to figure out what works for us as a 

couple." 
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This isn't about rejecting elders. It's about creating your own family 

system. You honour where you came from. But you're creating 

something new. 

You might disappoint people. That's okay. You can't live your life 

trying to make everyone happy. You make conscious choices based on 

what serves your marriage and your children best. 

Breaking Relationship Patterns 

If you come from a family where marriages were cold, distant, 

functional, but not intimate, you can create something different. 

"My parents never showed affection. Never said I love you. I'm going 

to do that with my partner. I'm going to model intimacy for my 

children." 

If you come from a family where there was violence or abuse, you can 

absolutely refuse to repeat that. 

"In my family, anger meant violence. I will never hit my partner or my 

children. I'm breaking that cycle." 

Your marriage becomes the place where you prove patterns can 

change. Where love can be different. Where safety can exist. 

 

Applications: Career and Success 

Systemic patterns show up in a career, too. 

If your family has a history of business failure, you might 

unconsciously sabotage your own success. If your family has poverty 

consciousness, you might not be able to hold wealth. If your family 

has a pattern of eldest sons sacrificing their dreams for family duty, 

you might not pursue what you really want. 

Allowing Success 

Once you've worked with the pattern, you can consciously allow 

success. 
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"My grandfather's business failed. My father struggled financially. I 

am aware and respect their struggles. And I'm allowed to succeed. My 

success doesn't betray them. It honours what they tried to achieve." 

Give yourself permission. Success is not disloyalty. Wealth is not 

shameful. Pursuing your passion is not selfish. 

Choosing Your Path 

If family pressure says you should be a doctor or engineer, but you 

want to be an artist, you can choose your path. 

"Dad, I know you want me to take over the family business. I'm 

grateful for everything you built. And I'm choosing a different path. 

This isn't rejection. This is me living my own life." 

He might be hurt. Disappointed. That's his to process. You can be 

compassionate while holding your choice. 

Redefining Success 

Maybe family measures success only in terms of money or status. You 

can redefine it. 

"Success for me is meaningful work, time with family, peace of mind. 

I'm not chasing wealth or status. I'm building a life that aligns with my 

values." 

Your family's definition does not bind you down. You create your 

own. 
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Figure 9.2: How unconscious vs. conscious responses create entirely different outcomes: 

same situations, different patterns. Your awareness determines which path you take. 

 

Balancing Tradition and Transformation 

This is the central tension: How do you honour the tradition while 

breaking destructive patterns? 

You don't want to reject everything from your family. Much of it is 

valuable. The emphasis on education. The importance of extended 

family. The respect for elders. The spiritual practices. The cultural 

richness. 

But some patterns are toxic. Son preference. Caste prejudice. 

Emotional suppression. Authoritarian parenting. Exclusion of those 

who don't conform. 

You have to discern. What serves? What doesn't? 

Honouring What Serves 

Keep the traditions that create connection, meaning, and well-being. 

Celebrate festivals. Maintain relationships with extended family. 

Practice your spiritual tradition if it nourishes you. Speak your 

language. Cook your food. Pass forward cultural knowledge. 
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These aren't burdens. These are gifts. Your children deserve to know 

where they come from. 

Releasing What Harms 

Let go of patterns that create suffering. You don't have to perpetuate 

son preference because your parents did. You don't have to exclude 

people who marry outside of their caste because your family did. You 

don't have to suppress emotions because your father did. 

"I honour my parents. I'm grateful for what they gave me. And I'm 

choosing differently in areas where their patterns caused harm." 

This isn't disrespect. This is evolution. Every generation should be 

wiser than the last. That's how families grow. 

Creating New Traditions 

You can also create new traditions that reflect your values. Family 

meetings where everyone's voice is heard, including children. Rituals 

for honouring and expressing gratitude for ancestors that are personal 

rather than prescribed. Celebrations that include everyone, regardless 

of gender or conformity. 

You're not bound by the past. You're in conversation with it. Taking 

what serves. Leaving what doesn't. Creating what's needed for this 

generation. 

 

The Long View 

Living consciously isn't a one-time achievement. It's a daily practice. 

A lifelong commitment. 

You'll have days where you're clear, conscious, and making great 

choices. You'll have days where you slip back into old patterns, react 

from wounds, forget everything you know. 

That's okay. You're human. What matters is coming back. Noticing 

when you've slipped. Correcting course, returning to consciousness. 
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Over the years, the conscious days outnumber the unconscious ones. 

The patterns weaken. Your children grow up freer. The family system 

shifts. 

You might not see the full impact in your lifetime. But your 

grandchildren will. They'll grow up in a family where patterns were 

broken. Where love was stronger than fear. Where consciousness was 

valued. 

That's the long view. That's what you're building. 

 

What This Means for You 

You can't change your family. But you can change yourself. And in 

changing yourself, you change everything. 

You become the pattern interrupter. The cycle breaker. The one who 

said, "This ends with me." 

It's not easy. Conscious living is more complex than unconscious 

repetition. But it's worth it. 

Your children will thank you, even if they don't understand what 

you've done. They'll just grow up feeling lighter, freer, more 

themselves. They won't carry what you carried. And that's everything. 

In the final chapter, we'll bring it all together. We'll look at where you 

go from here. What resources exist to support you. How to stay 

connected to this work. And most importantly, how to trust that the 

journey you've begun will continue to unfold. 

Because this isn't an ending. It's a beginning. The beginning of living 

consciously in your family system. The beginning of creating new 

patterns. The beginning of freedom. 

 

Chapter 9 Key Points 

The Big Idea: When one person in a family system becomes 

conscious and makes different choices, the entire system shifts. You 
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don't have to change everyone. You just have to change yourself. That 

creates ripple effects across generations. 

The Ripple Effect: 

•  Your consciousness affects everyone around you 

•  Family members adjust when you stop participating in old 

patterns 

•  Children especially benefit from parents who've done this work 

•  Three generations can transform from one person's awareness 

Applications: 

•  Parents: Honour them with boundaries, see them as whole 

people, compassion with accountability 

•  Parenting: Pause before reacting, break gender patterns, include 

rather than exclude, process your own wounds 

•  Partnership: See your partner clearly (not through family 

projection), negotiate family obligations together, break 

relationship patterns 

•  Career: Allow success without guilt, choose your own path, 

redefine success on your terms 

Remember This: Vikram's five-year transformation: From isolated 

and unable to connect, to a married father who reconciled his father 

with the excluded uncle. His son grew up in a family where exclusion 

wasn't the default. One person's consciousness. Three generations 

affected. That's the power of conscious living. 

Balancing Tradition and Transformation: 

•  Keep traditions that create connection and meaning 

•  Release patterns that create suffering 

•  Create new traditions that reflect your values 

•  Evolution, not rejection, of family heritage 

The Long View: 

•  Conscious living is a daily practice, not a one-time achievement 

•  You'll slip back into patterns sometimes - that's normal 
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•  What matters is returning to consciousness 

•  Your grandchildren will grow up freer because of the choices you 

make now 

Cultural Navigation: 

•  Honour parents without obeying blindly 

•  Seva is beautiful when freely given, toxic when demanded 

•  You can respect elders while making different choices 

•  Disappointing family is okay when living authentically 

What's Next: You understand patterns, resolution, practices, and 

applications. Now we bring it all together. Where do you go from 

here? What resources support you? How do you stay connected to this 

work long-term? The final chapter integrates everything and sends you 

forward with clarity and hope. 
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CHAPTER 10:  
The Journey Continues 

Your Next Steps Toward Freedom 

 

"We are not held back by the love we didn't receive in the past, but by 

the love we're not extending in the present." 

~ Marianne Williamson 

 

We've come a long way together. 

You may have started this book, perhaps feeling confused about 

patterns you couldn't understand. Frustrated by struggles that didn't 

make sense. Maybe feeling broken, unlucky, or uniquely 

dysfunctional. 

Now you know. You're not broken. You're caught in something bigger 

than yourself. Family patterns that flow like underground rivers. 

Systemic forces that shape choices you thought were yours alone. 

Inherited burdens you didn't know you were carrying. 

And more importantly, you know what to do about it. 

You can see the patterns. You can honour what came before. You can 

release what isn't yours. You can make conscious choices. You can 

break the cycle. 

That's not small. That's everything. 

 

Three Truths to Remember 

As you close this book and step back into your life, hold onto these 

three truths: 

Truth One: You're Part of Something Bigger 

You're not just an individual. You're a node in a vast network of 

relationships that spans generations. What your grandmother felt, you 
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might feel. What your grandfather couldn't express, you might be 

expressing. What was excluded before you were born, you might be 

representing. 

This isn't mysticism. It's systemic reality. Families are organisms. 

What happens in one part affects all the remaining parts. What's 

unresolved in one generation moves to the next. 

Knowing this doesn't diminish your individuality. It contextualises it. 

You're both yourself and part of something larger. Both are true. 

Truth Two: You Can See It 

The invisible can become visible. Family constellations show you the 

hidden architecture of your system. Daily practices keep you 

conscious of patterns. You don't have to live blindly anymore. 

Seeing doesn't automatically fix everything. But it gives you a choice. 

And the choice is freedom. 

Once you see that your career block isn't about inadequacy but about 

unconscious loyalty to your father's failure, you can honour that 

loyalty consciously and still succeed. Once you see that your 

relationship pattern isn't random but inherited from your mother's 

unprocessed grief, you can give that grief back and choose differently. 

Seeing changes everything. 

Truth Three: You Can Choose 

This is the most important truth. You have agency. You can respect 

your family without being controlled by the family patterns. You can 

acknowledge what came before you without repeating it. You can be 

grateful for what you received and still make different choices. 

You're not bound by the past. You are in dialogue with it. Taking what 

serves. Releasing what doesn't. Creating something new. 

That's the power of consciousness. That's the gift of this work. 
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Where They Are Now 

Let me tell you what happened to some of the people you met in these 

pages. Because healing isn't a moment. It's a journey. And journeys 

continue. 

Lakshmi, whose relationship patterns were shaped by her mother's 

lost love, got married three years ago. The relationship isn't perfect. 

But it's real. She doesn't run anymore. "I still get scared sometimes," 

she told me recently. "But I can stay. I don't have to keep everything 

temporary." 

Aarav, who was representing his excluded uncle by isolating himself, 

now has a close-knit group of friends. He's still in Bangalore. He talks 

to his family weekly. The relationship with his father improved before 

his father died last year. They never spoke directly about the excluded 

uncle. But something softened between them. "I think he knew what 

I'd done," Aarav said. "Reconnecting with his brother. He never said 

thank you. But he didn't have to." 

Rohan, whose three-generation pattern of absent fathers he finally 

broke, sends me updates occasionally. His son is ten now. "We talk 

about feelings," he writes. "Can you believe it? I tell him I love him. 

Every day. My father never said it once. I'm saying it every single day. 

The cycle is broken." 

Kavita, who carried her grandmother's Partition grief as unexplained 

depression, is still medication-free five years later. "I still feel sad 

sometimes," she says. "But it's my sadness now. About my life. Not 

this borrowed grief that made no sense. I can finally live." 

Priya, the daughter-in-law who was carrying her mother-in-law's pain 

as panic attacks, moved out of the joint family two years ago. "It was 

the right choice for us," she says. "My mother-in-law was hurt 

initially. But our relationship actually improved with distance. I can 

be kind to her now that I'm not drowning in her unprocessed trauma." 

Vikram, whose five-year transformation you read about in the last 

chapter, recently sent me a photo. Three generations of men. His 

father's brother. Him. His son. All together at a family function. "Look 
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at this," he wrote. "My son will never know what exclusion feels like. 

He has his whole family. That's what we built." 

Meera, the fifth daughter, carrying gender disappointment, got 

promoted last year. Senior leadership at her tech company. "I accepted 

the promotion," she told me. "Didn't apologise for it. Didn't diminish 

it. I'm done compensating for not being a boy. I'm just living." 

Some of these may not have fairy-tale endings. These are real lives. 

Still complex. Still challenging. But freer. Lighter. More conscious. 

That's what this work offers. Not perfection. Freedom. 

 

Resources for Your Journey 

You don't have to do this alone. There are resources. Communities. 

Support. 

Finding Facilitators 

If you want to do constellation work, here's where to look: 

International Directories: 

•  International Systemic Constellations Association (ISCA): 

www.isca-network.org 

•  International Forum for Family Constellations: directory of 

certified facilitators 

•  Hellinger Institute worldwide chapters 

In India: Major cities have growing constellation communities: 

•  Mumbai: 15+ facilitators, regular workshops 

•  Delhi/NCR: 10+ facilitators, monthly demonstrations 

•  Bangalore: 8+ facilitators, active community 

•  Pune: 6+ facilitators, training programs 

•  Chennai: 5+ facilitators 

•  Hyderabad: 4+ facilitators 
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Search online for "family constellations [your city]" or "systemic 

constellation facilitator India." Check credentials. Read reviews. Have 

consultation calls. 

Training Programs (If You Want to Facilitate): 

•  Bert Hellinger Institute, India 

•  Centre for Systemic Constellation Work 

•  Various international programs with India cohorts 

Becoming a facilitator requires 1-2 years of intensive training. Don't 

facilitate without proper training. This work requires skill, ethics, and 

deep understanding. 

Books for Further Reading 

If you want to go deeper: 

•  Bert Hellinger: Love's Hidden Symmetry (foundational text) 

•  Joy Manné: Family Constellations: A Practical Guide 

•  Stephan Hausner: Even If It Costs Me My Life 

•  Mark Wolynn: It Didn't Start With You (transgenerational trauma) 

•  Gabor Maté: The Myth of Normal (trauma and illness) 

Indian Context: 

•  Sudhir Kakar: The Inner World (Indian family dynamics) 

•  Gurcharan Das: India Unbound (cultural transformation) 

•  Any books on Partition trauma and intergenerational effects 

Online Communities 

Facebook groups, WhatsApp communities, and online forums exist for 

people interested in constellation work. Search carefully. Some are 

excellent. Some are poorly moderated. Use discernment. 

Look for communities that: 

•  Have clear guidelines 

•  Are moderated by trained facilitators 

•  Focus on learning, not drama 

•  Respect confidentiality 
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•  Support professional practice 

Therapy Integration 

If you're in therapy, tell your therapist about constellation work. Good 

therapists are open to complementary approaches. They can help you 

process what emerges in constellations. 

If your therapist dismisses constellation work entirely, that's their 

limitation. You can educate them. Or you can find a therapist who's 

more open. 

 

Figure 10.1: Your journey doesn't end with this book. It continues in whatever direction 

serves you. All paths are valid. Trust your knowing. 

 

The Growing Movement in India 

Something beautiful is happening in India. Constellation work is 

growing. 

Ten years ago, there were maybe a handful of facilitators. Now there 

are over fifty trained practitioners across major cities. Training 

programs run regularly. Workshops fill up. People are hungry for this 

work. 

Why now? Why India? 
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Because Indian families are in transition. Traditional joint family 

structures are breaking down. People are moving from villages to 

cities, from India to abroad. The old ways don't work anymore, but the 

new ways aren't yet established. 

We're caught between worlds. Between tradition and modernity. 

Between duty and individuality. Between family obligation and 

personal freedom. 

That in-between space is painful. But it's also fertile. It creates an 

opening for new understanding. New ways of being family. New ways 

of honouring the past while building the future. 

Constellation work offers precisely that. A way to see systemic 

patterns. A way to respect ancestors while choosing differently. A way 

to break cycles without rejecting heritage. 

It's particularly powerful for Indian families because it doesn't force 

Western individualism on us. It acknowledges that we're part of family 

systems. It nurtures the interconnectedness. But it also creates space 

for individual consciousness and choice. 

We don't have to choose between family and self. We can hold both. 

We can be both Indian and free. Both respecting the tradition and 

creating transformation. 

That's what this movement is about. And it's growing because people 

recognise: this is what we need. This bridges the gap we're living in. 

If you're part of this movement, if you're using this work to understand 

your family and break cycles, you're not alone. There are thousands of 

us. And that number is growing. 

 

A Letter to You 

Let me speak directly to you for a moment. 

I don't know your specific story. I don't know which patterns you have 

recognised in these pages. I don't know what you're carrying or what 

you need to release. 
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But I know this: if you made it to the end of this book, something in 

you is ready. Ready to see. Ready to change. Ready to live more 

consciously. 

That readiness is everything. It's the seed from which everything else 

grows. 

You might be scared. Change is scary. Seeing family patterns clearly 

means you can't unsee them. That's uncomfortable. You might lose the 

comfort of unconscious loyalty. You might disappoint people. You 

might feel alone at first. 

But you'll also be free. And freedom, once tasted, is worth everything. 

You might be overwhelmed. There's so much to work with. So many 

patterns. So many generations of accumulated pain. Where do you 

even start? 

Start small. One practice. One awareness. One conscious choice. 

That's enough. That's how all transformation begins. 

You might be sceptical. This constellation work sounds strange. 

Representatives feeling things they shouldn't know? Ancestors 

influencing your life from beyond the grave? It defies logic. 

Stay sceptical. But stay curious. You don't have to believe everything. 

You just have to be willing to see what's true for you. Try it. 

Experience it. Then decide. 

You might be hopeful. Finally, an explanation for patterns that never 

made sense. Finally, a way forward that doesn't involve years of 

therapy or medication alone. Finally, understanding. 

Hold that hope. It's valid. This work does create profound shifts. But 

hold it lightly. Change takes time. Be patient with yourself. 

Whatever you're feeling, it's okay. You're exactly where you need to 

be. 

The journey of becoming conscious in your family system is lifelong. 

This book is just the beginning. You'll go deeper. You'll discover new 
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layers. You'll cycle through seeing, honouring, and releasing many 

times. 

That's okay. That's the process. There's no finish line. There's just 

growing clarity, growing freedom, growing peace. 

Trust yourself. Trust your knowing. Trust that you have the strength 

to carry what's yours and release what isn't. 

You're breaking cycles that have run through your family for 

generations. That's sacred work. That's ancestral healing. That's you 

being the one who says, "This ends with me." 

Your ancestors are proud of you. Even the difficult ones. Especially 

the difficult ones, instead. Because you're doing what they couldn't do, 

you're completing what they couldn't complete. You're healing what 

they couldn't heal. 

And your descendants, even if they don't exist yet, even if you choose 

not to have children, the generations that come after you, they're 

grateful. Because you're changing what gets passed forward. You're 

creating space for freedom they wouldn't have had. 

That's your legacy. Not what you achieve. Not how much money you 

make. Not whether people approve of your choices. 

Your legacy is this: you became conscious. You saw the patterns. You 

honoured them. You released them. You chose freely. 

That's everything. 
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Figure 10.2: Resource guide for continuing your journey. Bookmark this page. Return to it 

when you need support, community, or next steps. 

 

Final Stories: The Power of One 

Let me leave you with three brief stories that show the power of one 

person's consciousness. 

Anjali's Grandmother 

Remember Anjali, who carried her grandmother's Partition grief? Two 

years after her constellation work, she went to Delhi. Visited the 

Partition Museum. Stood in front of a memorial wall where people had 

written the names of those they had lost. 

She wrote to her grandmother's three siblings. The ones who died in 

the riots. Names she'd only learned recently by asking her mother. 

A woman standing next to her started crying. "Those are common 

names from my village," she said. "My family was from Lahore, too." 

They talked. Discovered their families had been neighbours. Their 

grandmothers knew each other. Had survived together. Then, they lost 

touch in the chaos of resettlement. 
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Anjali got this woman's information. Connected her with her mother. 

These two women, now in their eighties, reconnected after seventy 

years. 

"My mother wept," Anjali told me. "For the first time since I've known 

her, she talked about Partition. About what she lost. What her mother 

lost. She's lighter now. Like she finally got to grieve." 

One constellation. One woman's healing. Ripples that reached back 

seventy years and connected two families. 

Vikram's Son 

Vikram's son is nine now. Last year at school, one of his classmates 

was being excluded by other kids. Bullied. No one would sit with him. 

Vikram's son sat with him. "Everyone belongs," he told the other kids. 

"That's what my dad says. We don't exclude people." 

The teacher called Vikram. Told him this story. "Where did your son 

learn that?" she asked. "Most kids join in exclusion. Your son stopped 

it." 

Vikram told me, "I never sat him down and taught him that explicitly. 

But he absorbed it. Because I'm living it. Because in our family, we 

include. He saw that with my uncle. With how we handle conflicts. He 

learned by watching." 

One man's consciousness. One family's transformation. One child 

who'll grow up including rather than excluding. And who knows how 

many people he'll affect in his lifetime? 

Meera's Niece 

Meera, the fifth daughter who carried gender disappointment, has a 

niece. Her brother's daughter. Four years old. 

Last month, the family was discussing schools. Someone said, "Of 

course, we'll save money for her brother's education. She'll get married 

anyway." 

Meera spoke up. "No. We're not doing that. Both children get equal 

investment. Period." 
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Her brother was surprised. "But that's how it's always been done." 

"It was," Meera said. "And it's wrong. It damaged all of us daughters. 

It's not happening to her. I'll pay for her education if you won't." 

Silence. Then her mother, unexpectedly, said, "Meera is right. I never 

had a choice because I was a daughter. My daughters struggled 

because they were daughters. It ends now." 

The family agreed. Equal investment. Equal opportunity. 

That little girl will grow up not knowing what it feels like to be worth 

less because of her gender. Because her aunt said, "This ends with 

me." 

One woman's healing. One moment of courage. One child freed. 

 

Figure 10.3: Your transformation through this book. You've moved from confusion to clarity, 

from victim to empowered action-taker. This isn't theoretical. This is real change. 
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The Journey Continues 

This is not an ending. It's a beginning. 

You're standing at a threshold. Behind you is everything you've 

learned. The patterns. The understanding. The tools. The hope. 

Ahead of you is the rest of your life. Your family. Your relationships. 

Your children, if you have them. Your work in the world. The legacy 

you're creating. 

You get to choose. Consciously. Freely.  

Will you catch yourself before repeating patterns? Not always. But 

more often than before. 

Will you see clearly when family dynamics activate? Not always. But 

more often than before. 

Will you make conscious choices instead of unconscious reactions? 

Not always. But more often than before. 

And "more often than before" is enough. That's how transformation 

happens. Not through perfection. Through practice. Through coming 

back again and again to consciousness. 

The underground rivers still flow. The family patterns still exist. But 

you can see them now. You can work with them instead of being swept 

along by them. 

You can honour your ancestors without being bound by their 

unfinished business. You can love your family without being 

controlled by family patterns. You can pass forward what serves and 

release what doesn't. 

That's freedom. That's healing. That's what this work offers. 

Go forward. Live consciously. Break the cycles. Create your legacy. 

Your ancestors are with you. Not as burdens to carry. As witnesses to 

your courage. As beneficiaries of your healing. As partners in this 

sacred work. 
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And somewhere, generations from now, someone will benefit from 

what you're doing today. They won't know your name. They won't 

know the patterns you broke. They'll just grow up lighter, freer, more 

themselves. 

Because you did this work. Because you became conscious. Because 

you chose. 

That's your gift to them. That's your gift to yourself. That's your gift 

to all of us. 

The journey continues. And you're ready. 

With gratitude and respect for the path you're walking,
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Epilogue 

You have come to the end of this written resource, but this is certainly 

not the end of the story. You might have taken some lessons from this 

book; you might have felt that some were not worth your time. 

If you take nothing else from this book, take this: 

You are not broken. You are caught in something that can be seen, 

acknowledged, honoured, and released. And once you see it, you 

can't unsee it. That's the beginning of freedom. 

Now go. Live. Choose. Break cycles. Create new patterns. Be the one 

who changes everything. 

The family you inherit is given. The family you create is chosen. And 

that is the root of harmony. 

Choose consciously. Choose freely. Choose love over fear. Choose 

connection over exclusion. Choose consciousness over 

unconsciousness. 

That's all you need to do. That's everything. 

Your journey continues. And I'm honoured to have walked part of it 

with you. 
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