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About the Author

Hey there! I'm Dr. Rashi Ahuja Dixit, but you can
just call me Rashi. Believe it or not, I was once a
teenager just like you—feeling lost and overwhelmed
by all the career advice out there. That's exactly why
I chose this path—to help students like you find
careers that truly excite them, not just the ones
everyone expects them to follow.

Now, as the Senior Career Counselor at the world's
largest city school, I've spent over a decade guiding
thousands of students toward their dream careers and
universities. I've also earned my doctorate in the
economics of education, exploring how learning
shapes our futures.

Growing up in a big joint family, I saw firsthand
that everyone has unique skills and interests, yet each
person can find success in their own way. This taught
me that there's no one-size-fits-all when it comes to
choosing a career.

One thing I've learned is that every student starts
from a place of uncertainty, but with the right
guidance, they can navigate toward clarity and
purpose. So, if you're feeling unsure about what's
next, don't worry—I'm here to help you figure it out.
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Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

Chapter 1

Leo Finds the Tapestries

Leo Martinez stared blankly at his bowl of cereal,
the colorful loops swirling aimlessly in the milk. His
mother, Maria, bustled around the kitchen, her
energy contrasting sharply with Leo's lethargy.

"Leo, mio, you need to eat something," Maria
urged, placing a glass of orange juice beside him. "You

have a big day ahead."
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Leo shrugged, pushing the cereal around with his
spoon. "What's so big about it? Just another day of
the same old stuff."

Maria paused, her hands resting on the back of a
chair. "Have you thought any more about what you
want to do after school? College applications are
coming up."

Sighing, Leo avoided her gaze. "Not really.
Everyone else seems to have it all figured out, but I...
I don't know."

His younger sister, Sofia, chimed in from across the
table, "Maybe you could be a chef! You make the best-
grilled cheese sandwiches."

Leo managed a weak smile. "Thanks, Sof, but I
don't think 'grilled cheese master' is a career."

Maria sat down, reaching for Leo's hand. "It's okay
not to have all the answers right now. But it's
important to start thinking about it. Explore your
interests."

Leo pulled his hand away gently. "What interests?
I don't even know what I like anymore."

The school bell rang, signaling the start of another
monotonous day. Leo slumped into his seat in
homeroom, barely acknowledging his classmates'
chatter around him. Mr. Thompson, their teacher,
clapped his hands to get everyone's attention.
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"Alright, class, settle down. Today, we're going to

discuss your future career paths. I know it's a daunting
topic, but it's crucial to start planning."

Leo's friend, Max, leaned over and whispered,
"Man, I hate these talks. My parents are pushing me
to be a lawyer like them."

Leo nodded. "At least they have a direction for you.
I can't even decide what to have for lunch."

Mr. Thompson began calling on students to share
their aspirations. "Emily, how about you?"

Emily straightened up. "I want to be a marine
biologist. I've always loved the ocean and its

creatures."

"That's wonderful,"” Mr. Thompson replied. "And
you, Jake?"
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"Mechanical engineer," Jake said confidently. "I
love building things."

As the teacher continued down the list, Leo sank
lower in his seat, dreading his turn. Finally, Mr.
Thompson's eyes landed on him.

"Leo, have you given any thought to your future?"

Feeling the weight of everyone's eyes, Leo
mumbled, "Not really, sir. I'm still figuring it out."

Mr. Thompson offered an understanding nod.
"That's alright, Leo. Sometimes, it takes a bit longer
to discover our passions. Keep exploring different
subjects and activities; you might find something that
resonates with you."

After school, seeking solace, Leo wandered into the
school library. The familiar scent of old books
provided a comforting backdrop to his turbulent
thoughts. As he meandered through the aisles, he
noticed a door he had never seen before, slightly ajar,
with a faint light seeping through.

Curiosity piqued, Leo pushed the door open and
stepped inside. The room was unlike any other in the
library—dimly lit, with walls adorned by massive,
ancient tapestries. Each depicted a unique scene: a
bustling cityscape, a dense jungle, a starry galaxy, and
more.



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

He knew, deep down, that he was about to set out
on a journey of a lifetime. The thought sent a shiver
down his spine—not of fear, but of anticipation. Am I
ready for this? he wondered. Doubt threatened to creep
in, but then he remembered Mr. Thompson’s words
in class: Keep exploring; you might find something that
resonates with you. And his mother’s voice from
breakfast echoed in his mind: It's okay not to have all the
answers right now. Maybe this was his chance to start
looking.

At the center of the room stood a pedestal with an
inscription:

"The Tapestries of Talent—
Touch to Discover Your Path."

Heart pounding, Leo reached out to the nearest
tapestry, one illustrating a vibrant city alive with
innovation. A warm sensation enveloped him as his
fingers brushed the fabric, and the room began to blur
and fade.
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Chapter 2

The Tech Innovator -
Leo Builds a Futuristic Robot

Leo barely had time to gasp before the world
around him twisted and blurred, dissolving into
streaks of neon blue and silver. The rush of movement
sent strange weightlessness through his body like he
was being pulled through a swirling vortex of light and
code. His feet barely had time to register solid ground
before the transformation was complete.

When his vision cleared, he stood in a futuristic
laboratory unlike anything he had ever seen.

The room stretched endlessly in every direction, its
towering glass walls  humming with energy.
Fluorescent blue lights traced intricate patterns along
the floor, forming a massive circuit board beneath his
feet. Floating holographic screens pulsed in midair,
displaying complex formulas, robot schematics, and
lines of glowing code that seemed to shift and rewrite
themselves. The air smelled faintly metallic, like
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polished steel and ozone, and a low electronic hum
vibrated through the space.

Everywhere he turned, scientists and engineers
bustled about in sleek, form-fitting suits lined with
bioluminescent  threads. @ Some  worked at
workstations filled with glowing interfaces, while
others adjusted mechanical limbs on humanoid
robots standing in glass containment pods. Leo’s
breath hitched as he spotted a towering mech—easily
three times his size—standing in the corner, its
illuminated chest core pulsing steadily like a
heartbeat.
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What is this place?

He barely had time to process before a crisp,
authoritative voice called out.

"Ah, our newest apprentice has arrived."

Leo turned sharply to find a woman walking
toward him with smooth, confident strides. She was
tall, with sharp green eyes that seemed to miss
nothing. Her short silver hair shimmered under the
lab’s artificial light, and the pristine white coat she
wore contrasted with the sleek black technology lining
her arms like an exosuit.

She studied him for a moment, then nodded
approvingly. "You're younger than I expected, but
doesn’t matter. Innovation favors the curious." She
extended a hand. "Dr. Aria Vale, Lead Engineer of the
Al Innovation Lab."

Leo hesitated before shaking her hand. Apprentice?
Lab? He hadn’t even had time to say a word, and
suddenly, he was supposed to be part of this place.

Dr. Vale gestured to a large workstation nearby,
where a humanoid robot lay partially assembled on a
metallic table. Its sleek silver body gleamed under the
soft glow of the interface screens; its limbs filled with
intricate fiber-optic wiring that pulsed with electric-
blue energy. Its face was smooth, blank—waiting. Its
chest cavity was open, revealing the empty core where
its power source should be.

8
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"This is Aegis-9," Dr. Vale said, placing a hand on
the robot’s shoulder. "A next-generation artificial
intelligence designed for adaptability, problem-
solving, and independent learning."

Leo’s eyes widened. "You mean... it can think for
itself?"

Dr. Vale’s lips curled into a slight smile. "Not yet.
That’s where you come in."

She tapped a floating screen, and lines of code
filled the air between them. "We need to complete
Aegis-9’s decision-making core—the system that
will allow it to assess situations, adapt, and make
choices. But be warned—once programmed, Al
follows logic. It lacks human instincts unless we teach
it otherwise. The question is: how much freedom should
we give it?"

Leo swallowed. His mind raced with all the movies
he had ever seen about robots—somewhere they
helped humanity, others where they turned against it.

He stepped closer to the workstation, staring at the
empty core cavity. It looked almost... alive. He could
already imagine Aegis-9 waking up, its glowing eyes
scanning the world, waiting for orders.

A flicker of doubt ran through him.

"What if I make the wrong choice? What if I program

something that goes too far? That hurts someone?"
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But then he remembered Mr. Thompson’s words
in class. "Keep exploring; you might find something that
resonates  with  you." And his mother’s gentle
encouragement at breakfast: "It’s okay not to have all the
answers right now."

Maybe this wasn’t about having all the answers.
Maybe it was about asking the right questions.

He inhaled sharply and turned to Dr. Vale. "What
if we give it free will, but with limits? Like, it can learn
and decide, but only within a framework that ensures
human oversight?"

Dr. Vale’s eyes gleamed with interest. "Go on."

Leo stepped forward, feeling his confidence build.
He reached for the console, his fingers hovering over
the glowing interface. "If we let Al make choices
without human review, it could evolve beyond what
we intended. But if we restrict it too much, we limit
its potential. What if we create a system where Aegis-
9 can problem-solve but must pass certain decisions
through a human ethical review?"

He started typing, adjusting the programming
sequences. His fingers moved instinctively over the
interface; his mind fully engaged for the first time in
what felt like forever.

Decision-Making Parameters: Human
Oversight Required. Ethical Review System
Activated.

10
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A moment of silence filled the room.
Then, Aegis-9 stirred.

The robot’s hollow eyes flickered to life, glowing
with a steady blue light. The core in its chest pulsed,
absorbing the data. Slowly, its fingers twitched. Its
head tilted ever so slightly, as if it were... considering.

Leo held his breath.
Aegis-9’s gaze locked onto him, and for a split

second, Leo felt something strange—a connection. Not

fear. Not unease. Just understanding.

Dr. Vale exhaled slowly. "Brilliant," she murmured.
"You understand now. The best innovations don’t just
push boundaries—they define responsibility."

Leo stared at the robot, his heart pounding in his
chest. He had done it. He had built something
incredible. But more than that—he had made a
decision. A careful, responsible decision.

Before he could speak, the world around him
shimmered. The lab, the engineers, the humming
machines—all blurred, dissolving into strands of
golden light.

And just like that, he was back in the library, his
fingers still resting on the tapestry.

The musty smell of old books filled his nose. The
dust-speckled sunlight streamed in from the stained-
glass window. The room was silent, unchanged.

11
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But /e had changed.

Leo looked at his hands, still tingling from the
experience. His mind buzzed with the thrill of coding,
of solving problems, of building something real.

He grinned.
This career? This was definitely interesting.

Leo exhaled, still reeling from what had just
happened. His heart pounded—not from fear, but
from exhilaration. He had glimpsed a world where
ideas became reality, where technology shaped the
future. And for the first time in a long while, he felt
something shift inside him—a spark of possibility.

But as he stepped back from the tapestry, his eyes
drifted to the others hanging along the walls. Each
one whispered of a different adventure, a different
path. If this tapestry had taken him into the world of
technology, what would the others reveal?

His fingers tingled with anticipation.
I have to know.

Taking a steadying breath, Leo reached out again—
this time toward a lush green tapestry woven with
vines and exotic creatures. The moment he touched
it, the world around him blurred once more, and he
felt himself being pulled into yet another
extraordinary journey.

12
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Chapter 3

Adventures in the Rainforest -
The Wildlife Biologist

The moment Leo’s fingers grazed the tapestry’s
soft, woven surface, the library walls vanished. A rush
of fresh, humid air enveloped him, thick with the
scent of damp earth, blooming flowers, and
something crisp—untamed, alive. The distant cries of
birds and the rustling of leaves replaced the still
silence of the library.

When his vision settled, he found himself standing
in the middle of a breathtaking rainforest.

Towering trees stretched toward the sky, their
trunks wrapped in twisting vines, their emerald-green
leaves forming a dense canopy that filtered the golden
sunlight into dappled patterns on the forest floor.
Vibrant orchids clung to the branches, their petals
brilliant splashes of pink, orange, and violet. A
sparkling waterfall tumbled down moss-covered rocks
in the distance, sending up a cool mist. The air buzzed
with life—humming insects, the rhythmic croaks of

13
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frogs, and the occasional chatter of unseen creatures
hidden in the foliage.

Leo turned in awe, taking it all in. This... this is
incredible.

Before he could process what was happening, a
cheerful voice called out.

"Careful where you step! You wouldn't want to
squash any important evidence."

Leo spun around to see a woman in a wide-
brimmed hat and khaki explorer gear, a weathered

14
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notebook tucked under one arm. A sturdy leather belt
held various tools—binoculars, a small knife, and vials
labeled with strange scientific names. Her boots were
caked in mud, but her face lit up with an easy smile.

"You must be my new field assistant!" she said,
extending a gloved hand. "I'm Dr. Maya Rivera, a
wildlife biologist. And you, my friend, just stepped
into one of the most diverse ecosystems on Earth."

Leo shook her hand, still dazed. "I—I don’t really
know how I got here. One second, I was in a library,
and now—"

Maya chuckled. "Sounds about right. The
rainforest has a way of pulling in the curious." She
turned, motioning for him to follow. "Come on,
there's a lot to learn. I hope you’re ready for some real
adventure."

Leo trailed after Maya, ducking under thick vines
as they trekked through the jungle. Sunlight streamed
through gaps in the canopy, illuminating creatures he
had only ever seen in books—a toucan perched on a
nearby branch, its massive beak glowing in brilliant
shades of yellow and red. A tiny frog, no bigger than
a marble, clung to a leaf, its skin a striking electric
blue. Overhead, howler monkeys swung effortlessly
between the branches, their deep calls echoing
through the trees.

"This place is amazing," Leo breathed.

15
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Maya grinned. "And delicate. Every creature here
plays a role in the ecosystem. Even the tiniest insect
has a job."

She suddenly crouched, brushing away damp
leaves. "See these footprints?"

Leo leaned in. The tracks were small, almost like a
cat’s, but different. "What made them?"

"A jaguar,” Maya said. "A young one, probably
passing through last night." She stood up, eyes
scanning the treetops. "We’re here to study the
behaviors of these animals, but more importantly, to
protect them."

Leo frowned. "Protect them from what?"

Maya’s expression darkened. "From people who see
them as nothing more than trophies."

As they hiked deeper into the forest, Leo’s
excitement turned to unease. The birds had grown
quieter. The buzzing insects seemed distant. It was as
if the jungle itself was holding its breath.

Then, he saw it.

A steel cage, half-hidden beneath the ferns, its bars
rusted but sturdy. Inside, a terrified capuchin monkey
clutched at the sides, eyes wide with fear. The
moment it spotted them, it let out a desperate
screech.

Leo's stomach twisted. "Someone set a trap."

16



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

Maya’s jaw tightened. "Poachers. They capture
animals like these to sell as exotic pets or worse. We
have to move fast."

She knelt, carefully assessing the trap’s
mechanism. "Stay back—if we make the wrong move,
we could scare the monkey into hurting itself."

Leo nodded, watching as she worked with steady
hands, loosening the rusted hinges. The monkey
whimpered, inching toward the opening. Then, in one
quick movement, Maya pulled the latch free.

The monkey hesitated, then bolted—scrambling
up a tree in a flash of fur. It paused on a high branch,
looking back once before disappearing into the jungle.

Leo let out a breath he didn’t realize he had been
holding. "That was... intense."

Maya dusted off her hands. "That’s what being a
wildlife biologist is about. It’s not just studying
animals—it’s standing up for them."

Leo stared at the empty trap, his mind racing. He
had always thought of nature as something that just
existed. But now, he saw how fragile it was—how
much it needed people to fight for it.

"How do we stop poachers from coming back?" he
asked.

Maya smiled, impressed. "That’s the right
question." She handed him a can of red spray paint.

17
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"We mark this area as a conservation zone—let them
know they’re being watched. And we report the trap
so the rangers can keep an eye on it."

Leo took the can, shaking it before spraying a bold
red X across the rusted metal. It wasn’t much, but it

was a start.

As they made their way back to camp, Leo felt
something new stirring inside him. A sense of
responsibility. He had never thought much about the
environment before, but now, he couldn’t ignore what
he had seen.

Maya clapped a hand on his shoulder. "You did
well today. You've got the instincts of a real
conservationist.”

Leo grinned, but before he could respond, the air
around him shimmered. The rainforest blurred,
fading into streaks of green and gold. The scent of
damp earth vanished, and the sound of the jungle
melted away.

And just like that, he was back in the library.

The tapestries hung silently before him, swaying
ever so slightly as if whispering their secrets. His heart
still pounded from the adventure. He looked down at
his hands, half-expecting to find dirt beneath his
fingernails, but they were clean.

Still, he f el t different.

18
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Leo glanced back at the tapestries. There was more
waiting. More worlds to explore. More lives to step
into.

A slow smile spread across his face.
What’s next?

Leo exhaled slowly, his mind still lingering in the
dense, untamed beauty of the rainforest. The thrill of
tracking animals, the rush of freeing the trapped
monkey, the weight of responsibility—it all felt so
real. His heartbeat was steady now, but something
had changed within him. He had seen what it meant
to protect something fragile, to stand up for those
who had no voice.

But as he turned back to the tapestries, another
scene caught his eye.

A sprawling cityscape, but not like the one from
before. This was different—sleek buildings with
curved rooftops, lush greenery woven into the
architecture, and bridges stretching over shimmering
water. The threads of the tapestry seemed to glow
softly as if whispering an invitation.

Leo stepped closer, his fingers tingling with

anticipation.

A city of the future? What kind of adventure awaits me
here?

19
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He took a deep breath and reached out. The
moment his fingers touched the fabric, the library
faded once more, and Leo was swept into his next
journey.

20
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Chapter 4

Building the City of Tomorrow - The
Sustainability Architect

The familiar pull of the tapestry sent a shiver down
Leo’s spine. This time, instead of the humid air of the
rainforest or the hum of a high-tech lab, he felt a
warm breeze mixed with the faint scent of fresh
cement, wood, and wildflowers. As the world around
him settled into focus, he found himself standing on
a massive construction site.

Skyscrapers stretched toward the sky, their glass
facades reflecting beams of sunlight like shimmering
mirrors. But unlike the dense concrete jungles he had
seen before, these buildings were different. Green
terraces cascaded from rooftops, solar panels gleamed
along the walls, and vines draped down from
balconies like nature reclaiming the city. Below,
workers bustled around, inspecting blueprints,
adjusting scaffoldings, and assembling structures that
seemed to merge seamlessly with the environment.

21
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Leo turned in awe, trying to take everything in. He
was standing on an elevated platform, the sprawling
city taking shape beneath him. At his feet, enormous
blueprints were spread out, covered in precise lines,
measurements, and annotations. The structures on
paper mirrored the futuristic, eco-friendly world
around him.

"Finally! My assistant has arrived," a confident
voice called out.

Leo spun around to see a woman striding toward
him, her hard hat tucked under one arm. She had
short auburn hair and wore a crisp white shirt rolled

22
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up at the sleeves, along with a tool belt packed with
pencils, rulers, and strange-looking gadgets. Her
expression was sharp but warm, the kind of person
who could command a team with ease but still take
the time to teach.

"Name’s Aria," she said, extending a hand.
"Sustainability architect. And you, my friend, are
about to help me design the future."

Leo shook her hand, still feeling slightly
disoriented. "Uh—design? I mean, I don’t know
anything about architecture."

Aria smirked, rolling out a fresh sheet of
blueprints. "You don’t need to. You just need
imagination and a little problem-solving. Architecture
is about more than just buildings—it’s about people,
the planet, and how we shape the world we live in."

Leo knelt beside her as she gestured to the plan.
"We’re working on a new eco-friendly district for the
city. We need to design something that balances
function, beauty, and sustainability. Think you can
handle that?"

Leo swallowed. This was nothing like sketching
robots or tracking animals—this was designing an
entire city. The weight of responsibility settled over
him. Could he really do this?

Then he remembered Mr. Thompson’s words, his
mother’s encouragement, and Maya’s lesson in the

23
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rainforest. You don’t need to have all the answers—you just
have to explore.

Leo took a deep breath and picked up a pencil.
"Okay. Where do we start?"

Aria grinned. "That’s the spirit!"

She led him through the construction site, pointing
out key features. "See those panels? Solar energy.
That rooftop? Covered in gardens to reduce heat and
provide food. The streets? Designed with wallkways
and bike lanes to cut down on pollution. Every
decision we make here affects the future of the city."

Leo’s mind whirled as he absorbed everything. He
had never thought of a city as a puzzle before, where
every piece had to fit perfectly. But the deeper they
went, the more complicated it became.

They stopped in front of a massive open space in
the middle of the project. Aria placed her hands on
her hips. "Here’s the big question, Leo. Do we use this
space to build more housing, giving more people a
place to live? Or do we keep it as a green space—a
park that will improve air quality, provide relaxation,
and protect wildlife?"

Leo stared at the empty plot. His first instinct was
to say "housing"—after all, people needed homes. But
then he thought about the rainforest, about the
delicate balance of nature and civilization. If they

24
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covered everything in concrete, would the city still
feel alive?

"What if..." Leo hesitated, then started sketching.
"What if we didn’t have to choose?"

Aria raised an eyebrow as he continued. "What if
we design apartments with green spaces on every
level? Like rooftop gardens, vertical parks, and nature
woven into the buildings?"

Aria’s face lit up. "Now you're thinking like a
sustainability architect!"

Leo kept sketching, feeling his excitement grow.
He added wind turbines atop buildings, solar-
powered walkways, and a network of streams running
through the city, collecting rainwater to be reused.

When he finally put down his pencil, he realized
something.

This was fun.

Not just fun—thrilling. The idea of shaping the
future, of creating something that would last, of
balancing beauty and purpose—it felt right.

Aria clapped him on the back. "You’ve got a real
talent for this, kid. Maybe one day, you’ll be
designing cities of your own."

Leo grinned. Before he could respond, the air
around him shimmered. The skyscrapers, the
blueprints, even Aria—all blurred into golden light.

25
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And just like that, he was back in the library.

The tapestry hung before him, its woven threads
still glowing faintly. His heartbeat was steady now, his
thoughts clear.

He had built something—something meaningful.
And just like before, he wasn’t the same Leo who had
first stepped into this adventure.

His eyes drifted toward another tapestry, one
woven with swirling stars and deep-space galaxies.

A slow smile spread across his face.

Time for the next journey.

26
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Leo exhaled, still feeling the thrill of creation, of
shaping a world that balanced nature and progress.
The idea that a city could breathe, grow, and sustain
itself had shifted something inside him. But as his
fingers slipped away from the tapestry, his eyes
landed on another—this one sparkling with the tube,
glinting with equipment, and showing promise of
unexplored. The fabric shimmered like a window into
the unknown, whispering of adventure beyond the
library. His heart pounded with excitement. What
would it be like to explore this new world? What would it be
to reach and touch this tapestry and be transported to a new
world of knowledge? There was only one way to find
out. Taking a steadying breath, Leo reached forward
and let the tapestry pull him into his next journey.
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apter 5

The Future of Healing -
The Regenerative Medicine Doctor

The moment Leo’s fingers brushed against the
tapestry, the world around him shifted once more.
The quiet stillness of the library dissolved, replaced
by the steady hum of medical monitors, the faint
scent of antiseptic, and the cool sterility of a futuristic
hospital.

But this wasn’t just any hospital.

Towering glass walls allowed natural light to flood
the sleek, high-tech facility. Holographic screens
floated mid-air, displaying patient vitals, molecular
structures, and animated diagrams of human cells
repairing themselves. Automated robotic arms
worked in designated labs, delicately handling vials
filled with glowing liquids. Rows of 3D bioprinters
hummed as they printed layers of tissue—real, living
tissue.
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e

Leo turned, his heart pounding. This wasn’t the
chaotic emergency room he had expected. It was
something... different.

"You must be my new research assistant," a voice

called from behind him.

Leo spun around to see a woman in a pristine white
lab coat approaching him. Her sharp eyes gleamed
with focus, and a badge on her coat read:

Dr. Aisha Verma - Lead Regenerative Medicine
Specialist.

She handed him a tablet filled with complex charts
and patient data. "Welcome to the Regenerative
Medicine Lab, Leo. We don’t just treat diseases
here—we cure them."

Leo blinked. "Wait... you mean, you actually heal
things? Like, regrow organs?"
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Dr. Aisha gave a knowing smile. "You're about to
find out."

Leo followed her into a specialized treatment room
where a team of doctors and engineers worked around
a large, transparent chamber. Inside, a young boy lay
unconscious; his head gently cradled in a support
brace.

"Meet Aarav," Dr. Aisha said. "A few months ago,
he suffered a severe spinal cord injury. Traditional
medicine would have told him he’d never walk again.
But we have something they don’t—stem cell therapy
and tissue regeneration."

Leo’s breath hitched as he watched a robotic arm
inject a shimmering blue liquid into the chamber. "Is
that—?"

"Stem cells," Dr. Aisha confirmed. "But not just
any. These have been reprogrammed using gene-
editing  technology—CRISPR—to  repair nerve
damage at the cellular level."

Leo stared at the monitors, which displayed live
images of microscopic cells migrating through Aarav’s
spinal cord, repairing damaged tissues like tiny
construction workers rebuilding a bridge.

"This... this is insane," Leo murmured.

Dr. Aisha chuckled. "It’s science. We're on the
edge of something revolutionary, Leo. Spinal cord
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injuries, diabetes, even aging-related diseases—
regenerative medicine could change everything."

As they walked down the hall, Dr. Aisha gestured
toward a glowing holographic model of the human
body. "The real secret to regenerative medicine isn’t
just about growing new organs or tissues—it’s about
understanding the immune system. That’s the
body’s defense system. It fights off infections, heals
wounds, and even decides whether to accept or reject
something new inside it."

Leo tilted his head. "So, like a security system?"

Dr. Aisha nodded. "Exactly. It checks every cell,
deciding what belongs and what doesn’t. That’s why
some transplants fail—because the immune system
attacks them, thinking they’re invaders. Our job isn’t
just to heal—it’s to teach the body to accept these
changes."

Leo was still processing this when a loud alarm
blared from a nearby patient room. A nurse rushed
over. "Dr. Aisha, we have a critical case. It’s Priya—
her body is rejecting the engineered liver transplant!"

Dr. Aisha’s expression hardened. "Come with me,
Leo. Youre about to see what happens when
medicine meets real-world problems."

They hurried into the room, where a teenage girl
lay pale and weak, her breathing shallow. The
monitors beeped erratically.
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Leo swallowed hard. "What’s happening to her?"

Dr. Aisha pulled up Priya’s medical file on a
holographic display. "She was born with a rare liver
disease. We bio printed a new liver using her own
cells, but her immune system is attacking it. We need
to find out why—fast."

Leo watched as Dr. Aisha analyzed the patient’s
bloodwork, her mind racing through possibilities.
Then, something clicked in his mind—what she had
said earlier.

"The immune system is like a security system... deciding
what belongs and what doesn’t."

Leo’s eyes flicked to the screen. He noticed a sharp
spike in certain immune markers. "Wait," he said,
pointing. "Her immune markers—they’re spiking.
What if the rejection isn’t because of the liver, but
because her immune system thinks something is
wrong when it actually isn’t?"

Dr. Aisha’s eyes widened. "Leo... that’s it!" She
turned to the team. "We need to recalibrate the gene
therapy sequence. Adjust her immune response to
accept the transplant!"

The next moments were a blur. Dr. Aisha worked
quickly, instructing the team to introduce modified
immune cells into Priya’s IV line. The beeping on the
monitors slowed. Her breathing steadied. The crisis
had passed.
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Leo exhaled, his pulse still racing.

Dr. Aisha placed a reassuring hand on his shoulder.
"You see, Leo? Medicine isn’t just about reacting—it’s
about solving. We aren’t just doctors. We're
detectives, engineers, and innovators all in one."

As the hours passed, Leo saw things that shattered
everything he thought he knew about medicine.

He watched as a 3D bioprinter constructed layers
of functional heart tissue. He saw a patient receive
engineered skin grafts that seamlessly blended with
their natural skin. He even held a tiny vial of gene-
edited stem cells that could, one day, eliminate
hereditary diseases before birth.

By the time his shift ended, Leo was exhausted—
mentally, emotionally, and completely drained.

But beneath the exhaustion, there was something
else.

Awe.

The idea that humans could not just heal but
regrow—that they could fight diseases not just with
medicine but with biology itself—felt almost like

science fiction. But it wasn’t.
It was real.

Dr. Aisha leaned against a desk, watching him
process everything. "Not what you expected, huh?"
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Leo shook his head. "Not even close." He looked at
his hands, still tingling from the rush of discovery. "l
thought being a doctor was about treating symptoms.
But this... this is about changing lives before they
even break."

Dr. Aisha nodded. "That’s the future of medicine,
Leo. And one day, people like you might be the ones
pushing it even further."

Before he could respond, the air around him
shimmered. The sleek hospital, the bioprinters, the
glowing monitors—all blurred into streaks of light.

And then he was back.
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The library was quiet, the tapestry’s woven threads
glowing softly beneath his fingertips.

Leo let out a slow breath, his mind still racing.
Every journey so far had taught him something. But
this... this had shaken him. He had seen the future of
healing, and it was nothing like he had imagined.

His eyes wandered to the next tapestry, one woven
with the vast, endless sky filled with swirling stars and
distant planets. Unlike the others, it felt different—
expansive, boundless, infinite.

A slow smile spread across his face.
What would it be like to leave Earth behind?

His fingers brushed the edge of the tapestry, and
once again, the world around him began to fade.
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Chapter 6

Journey Beyond Earth -
The Space Explorer

The moment Leo’s fingers touched the tapestry,
the library vanished.

A feeling of weightlessness swept over him as his
stomach flipped, and for a split second, he had no
sense of up or down. A vast, inky darkness surrounded
him, speckled with endless stars. In the distance,
Earth glowed like a blue jewel against the backdrop of
space.

He was floating.

Before Leo could even process where he was, a
sharp voice crackled through an intercom.

"New recruit, you with us?"

Leo twisted in the air, trying to orient himself. A
sleek spacecraft hovered beside him, its exterior
gleaming under the light of a nearby star. A figure in
a spacesuit drifted toward him with effortless control,
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the reflective visor of the helmet hiding their face. The

name patch read: Commander Zara.

"Don’t worry, first-timers always panic a little," she
said as she reached him, her voice confident but
amused. She gestured toward the spacecraft. "Let’s get
inside before your oxygen runs out."

With her help, Leo maneuvered toward the airlock.
The moment they entered, gravity returned with a
soft jolt. He stumbled slightly, but Commander Zara
steadied him.

"Welcome aboard the Orion-9, our home among
the stars," she said, unclipping her helmet. Beneath it,
she had short-cropped hair and eyes that held the
kind of calm that only came with years of experience.

Leo looked around in awe. The interior of the
spacecraft was a marvel—walls lined with glowing
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control panels, floating holographic displays showing
maps of the solar system, and compartments stacked
with research equipment. Through the large viewport,
he could see the vast stretch of space and a distant
asteroid belt glinting in the light.

Zara handed him a communication earpiece. "Your
mission is simple: Learn, adapt, and don’t press any
red buttons." She grinned. "I mean that last part very
seriously."

Leo nodded, still taking everything in. "What
exactly do astronauts do up here?"

"Everything," Zara replied. "We conduct research,
study distant planets, search for new energy sources,
and—when needed—fix things before they go terribly
wrong."

As if on cue, a loud beep sounded across the

control room. A flashing red alert appeared on the
central screen.

Zara’s expression hardened. "Speaking of fixing
things... we’ve got a problem."

Leo watched as Zara floated toward the main
console, scanning the data. "One of our solar panels
isn’t responding," she muttered. "If we don’t fix it,
we’ll lose power, and let me tell you—being stranded
in space is not as fun as it sounds."

Leo swallowed. "So... how do we fix it?"
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Zara’s lips curled into a determined smile. "We
take a wall."

Minutes later, Leo found himself suited up again,
standing inside the spacecraft’s airlock as it slowly
depressurized. The hatch opened, and suddenly, there
was nothing—just the infinite, silent expanse of space.

His breath caught as he took his first step outside,
tethered only by a safety cord. The spaceship gleamed
beneath him, and below that, the endless stretch of
the universe.

Zara led the way, moving gracefully along the hull.
"Always stay attached," she instructed. "One wrong
move and you’ll be orbiting out here forever."

Leo nodded quickly. He didn’t need to be told
twice.

Reaching the malfunctioning panel, Zara assessed
the issue. "Looks like a jammed mechanism," she said.
"We need to release it manually."

Leo’s hands trembled slightly as he reached out.
The metal was cold beneath his gloves as he worked
alongside Zara, carefully unlatching the stuck panel.
It took several tense minutes, but finally, the
mechanism snapped back into place.

"Good work, recruit," Zara said, tapping his
helmet. "Now let’s get back inside before something
else goes wrong."
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Just as they reentered the ship, an urgent message
crackled through the speakers.

"Commander Zara, this is Ground Control. We've
detected an asteroid in your trajectory—highly rich in
rare minerals. Do you want to initiate an exploration
mission?"

Leo turned to Zara. Her face was unreadable as she
stared at the data screen.

"That asteroid could contain resources that might
change space travel forever," she said. "But it’s
dangerously unstable. A wrong move could mean
disaster."

Leo frowned, thinking about everything he had
learned. Space exploration wasn’t just about
discovery—it was about knowing when to take risks
and when to step back.

"What do we do?" he asked.

Zara didn’t answer right away. She studied the
data flashing across the screens, running calculations,
and assessing the risk. The asteroid was rich in rare
minerals—elements that could revolutionize energy
production on Earth. But it was also unpredictable,
tumbling through space at high speed, its surface
unstable. One wrong move, one miscalculation, and
their mission could end in disaster.

Finally, she exhaled and turned to Leo. "It’s too
dangerous for a manned mission. We can't justify the

risk to human life."
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Leo felt a pang of disappointment, but before he
could say anything, she continued, "However, we
don’t have to walk away completely." She tapped a
command into the console. "We'll deploy an
unmanned probe. It can study the asteroid, collect
data, and if it's safe in the future, another team can
return."

Leo’s eyes lit up as he watched the robotic probe
launch from the ship. It drifted toward the asteroid,
adjusting its course with precision thrusters. Within
moments, live data streamed onto the screens—
surface composition, mineral scans, gravitational
readings. They were still making a discovery, but in a
way that protected the lives of those on board.

Zara glanced at Leo and gave him a knowing smile.
"That’s the thing about space. Risks are unavoidable.
But every decision has to balance the reward against
the cost. Human life is the most valuable resource we
have. If we don’t protect it, we won’t be around to
explore at all."

Leo nodded, absorbing her words. He had always
thought of astronauts as fearless explorers, ready to
dive into the unknown at any cost. But now he
understood. The best explorers weren’t just brave—
they were careful, calculating, and responsible.

As the asteroid slowly drifted beyond their reach,
Leo didn’t feel regret. He felt something else—respect.
Respect for the team back on Earth that made every
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mission possible, for the engineers who built the
probe, for the astronauts who carried the weight of
every decision.

Later, as he floated near the viewport, staring at
the vastness of space and the tiny blue planet they

called home, he felt a deep sense of connection to it
all.

"Thinking deep thoughts?" Zara asked, her voice
softer now.

Leo nodded. "Yeah. I never realized how much
every choice matters up here. It’s not just about
discovery—it’s about responsibility."
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Zara smiled. "Exactly. Space isn’t conquered by
recklessness. It’s explored with patience, precision,
and respect for the risks."

Leo was about to respond when the air around him
shimmered. The spacecraft, the stars, even Zara—all
blurred into streaks of light.

And then he was back.

The library’s tapestries stood silently before him as
if they had never moved. But Leo had changed. He
had walked in space, felt the weight of real decisions,
and understood that exploration wasn’t just about
venturing into the unknown—it was about knowing
when to step forward and when to step back.

His eyes traveled to the next tapestry, one woven
with warm colors and the sight of a bustling kitchen,
flames flickering on a stove.

A slow smile spread across his face.
Time for a new kind of challenge.

With renewed excitement, he reached out once
more.
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Chapter 7

Culinary Chemistry -
The Gastronomy Chef

The moment Leo’s fingers brushed the tapestry,
the world around him shifted again.

A symphony of sizzling, bubbling, and chopping
filled the air. The sharp aroma of caramelized sugar
mixed with the smoky scent of seared meat, created a
tantalizing blend of flavors. Leo blinked as he took in
his new surroundings—a kitchen, but unlike any he
had ever seen before.

Sleek stainless-steel counters stretched around
him, lined with equipment that looked more suited
for a science lab than a restaurant. Glass spheres
containing swirling vapors rested beside strange
machines that hummed and beeped. Holographic
displays project chemical compositions of ingredients,
analyzing their textures and flavor compounds in real
time. Strange canisters labeled with molecular
formulas lined the walls.

"Ah, finally! My sous chef has arrived!"
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Leo turned to see a man in a crisp chef’s coat and
tall white hat, wearing a pair of sleek headphones
around his neck. His sleeves were rolled up, revealing
a forearm dusted with flour and a wristwatch that
counted down to the second. His sharp eyes gleamed
with a mix of precision and playfulness.

"You must be Leo," the chef said, grinning. "I'm
Mateo Sanchez, molecular gastronomist and
head chef of this fine establishment. Here, we don’t
just cook—we experiment, innovate, and push the
boundaries of what food can be."

Leo’s eyes darted toward a nearby station where a
dish that looked like a fried egg was being plated. But
when a waiter sliced into it, a rich, dark chocolate
filling oozed out instead of yolk.

"Wait, that’s not an egg?" Leo asked, confused.
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Mateo chuckled. "Nope. White chocolate
spherification for the egg white, and mango gel for the
yolk. Trickery at its finest." He gestured toward a
workstation. "And now, it’s your turn."

Leo hesitated as he approached the sleek counter,
where an array of ingredients and futuristic tools
awaited him. "I don’t know much about cooking," he
admitted.

Mateo waved a hand dismissively. "Neither did the
first scientists who tried to fly. Cooking is just
controlled chemistry. And today, my friend, you're
going to create a dish that surprises the mind as much
as the taste buds."

Leo glanced at the unfamiliar tools—canisters
labeled with words like liquid nitrogen and agar agar,
small syringes filled with colorful liquids, and what
looked like a mini blowtorch. His stomach fluttered
with both excitement and nerves.

"Alright," Mateo said, clapping his hands together.
"Your challenge: create a dessert that looks like one
thing but tastes like another. Something that defies
expectations."

Leo thought for a moment. He wanted something
playful; something that would make people do a
double take. Then, an idea hit him.

"Can I make spaghetti?" he asked.

46



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

Mateo raised an eyebrow. "Spaghetti? As a
dessert?"

Leo nodded. "Yeah, but what if the noodles were
actually made of fruit? And the sauce was something
unexpected?"

Mateo grinned. "Now that is the spirit of molecular
gastronomy!"

Under Mateo’s guidance, Leo got to work. He
mixed raspberry puree with agar agar and used a
syringe to inject the mixture into thin tubes. After
chilling them in ice water, he carefully extracted the
long, wiggly strands—red, glistening, and identical to
real spaghetti.

For the "sauce," he blended white chocolate with a
hint of matcha, turning it into a creamy, slightly green
topping. He plated it with precision, topping it off
with a dusting of powdered freeze-dried strawberries
that resembled parmesan cheese.

Mateo leaned over, inspecting the dish. "It looks
like pasta." He grabbed a fork and twirled the strands,
taking a bite.

Leo held his breath.

Mateo’s eyes widened, then a slow smile spread
across his face. "But it tastes like dessert. Brilliant."

Leo grinned, pride swelling in his chest.
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Just as he was about to celebrate, a waiter rushed
over, holding a rejected dish. "Chef Mateo, the VIP
guest just sent this back. He said it was too strange."

Mateo took the plate, frowning. It was a dish of
foamy, translucent spheres that wobbled under the
kitchen lights. "Too strange? But it’s an experience."

The waiter shrugged. "He said food should feel real,
not like a science experiment."

Leo watched Mateo’s expression carefully. For the
first time, doubt flickered in the chef’s eyes.

"Cooking isn’t just about surprising people," Leo
said slowly. "It’s about making them feel something,

n

too.
Mateo glanced at him, thoughtful. "Go on."

Leo hesitated, then gestured to his dessert. "I made
this because spaghetti reminds me of home. Of family
dinners. I think food should tell a story. Maybe he
just wants something that feels familiar."

Mateo nodded slowly. "Perhaps we pushed too far
this time. Innovation is exciting, but it has to connect
with people." He turned to the waiter. "Tell our guest
we’ll prepare something classic, but with a touch of

magic."

The waiter nodded and hurried off. Mateo turned
to Leo with a look of approval. "You’re not just good
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at science—you understand the § ol of food. That's

what makes a great chef."

Leo looked around the kitchen, realizing that food
wasn’t just about feeding people—it was about
bringing them together, about memories, about
comfort. But it was also about the future.

Mateo must have noticed his thoughtful
expression because he nodded. "You know, Leo,
feeding people isn’t as simple as it used to be. There
are billions of us now, and traditional methods of
growing food won’t be enough forever. We need new
techniques—vertical ~farming, lab-grown meats,
hydroponics—to make sure everyone gets fed without
destroying the planet."

Leo’s eyes widened. "And molecular gastronomy?"

Mateo smiled. "It’s not just about fancy tricks. It’s
about using science to reduce waste, create new ways
of preparing food that conserves ingredients, and to
stretch what we have so nothing is thrown away. The
future of food isn’t just making it taste better—it’s
making sure we have enough for everyone."

Leo had never thought about food that way before.
He had always seen it as something simple—
something people just made and ate. But now, he
understood. Cooking could change lives. It could
solve problems. It could shape the future.
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As the kitchen bustled around him, Leo realized
something. Cooking wasn’t just about chemistry. It
was about emotion, memory, and experience. Science
could transform flavors, but in the end, food was
meant to be shared.

Just as that thought settled, the air around him
shimmered. The kitchen, the scent of caramel and
smoke, even Mateo—all blurred into golden light.

And then he was back.

The library’s tapestries stood silently before him as
if they had never moved. But Leo had changed. He
had played with science, but more importantly, he
had learned how food could bring people together.

His eyes traveled to the next tapestry, one woven
with pixelated images, glowing screens, and a
controller resting in the foreground.

A slow smile spread across his face.
Time to step into the world of gaming.

With renewed excitement, he reached out once
more.

50



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

Chapter 8

Crafting Interactive Worlds-
The Game Designer

The moment Leo’s fingers touched the tapestry,
the library disappeared in a flash of light.

When his vision adjusted, he found himself in the
middle of a bustling game development studio. Large
computer monitors glowed with lines of colorful code,
3D character models rotated on the screens, and
concept art of fantastical landscapes was pinned
across the walls. Programmers, artists, and writers
moved between workstations, deep in discussion or
furiously typing away. The room buzzed with
excitement and creativity, a place where entire worlds
were born.

Leo barely had time to take it all in when a voice
called out to him.

"You must be the new level designer. Right on
time!"

Leo turned to see a young man with tousled hair
and glasses, wearing a hoodie with a pixelated dragon
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printed on it. His name tag read Alex — Lead Game
Designer.

Alex handed Leo a tablet filled with game design
notes. "We’re in crunch time, and we need fresh ideas.
Let’s see what you’ve got."

Leo hesitated. "Wait, I don’t know anything about
making video games."

Alex smirked. "Sure, you do. Have you ever played
one?"

"Of course!"
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"Then you already understand the basics. A game
is a story, a puzzle, and an adventure all in one. We
just have to figure out how to put it all together."

Leo’s eyes widened as he followed Alex deeper into
the studio. Massive screens displayed different
aspects of the game in progress—a medieval fantasy
world with towering castles, a futuristic city with
hovercars, and a pixelated dungeon full of traps.

"So, what kind of game do you think we should
make?" Alex asked, handing Leo a stylus and a digital
notepad.

Leo thought for a moment. "Something with an
epic story... but also a game where choices matter. A
world that changes based on what the player does."

Alex grinned. "Now you’re talking."

Leo and Alex joined the team in a brainstorming
session, sketching out ideas. They debated over
gameplay mechanics, deciding whether players should
explore freely or follow a structured path. They
designed a protagonist—an unlikely hero with a
mysterious past. Every choice felt like building a
universe from scratch, a world waiting to be explored.

But just as they were finalizing their first level, an
alarm blared across the studio. One of the
programmers groaned. "Oh no... the game crashed
again."
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Alex sighed. "Looks like we’ve got a bug."

Leo glanced at the screens. Lines of code scrolled
rapidly, revealing strange symbols and error messages.
Instead of smoothly running animations, the game
world was glitching—characters floating mid-air, walls
disappearing, and a dragon boss that kept spinning
uncontrollably in circles.

"Okay, Leo," Alex said, cracking his knuckles.
"Time to see if you've got a game developer’s mind.
We need to fix this."

Leo hesitated, staring at the mess on the screen.
"But... I don’t know how to code."

Alex pointed at the jumbled programming lines.
"Think of it like a puzzle. We just need to find the
problem and fix it one piece at a time."

Leo took a deep breath and studied the error
messages. He noticed a line of code that looked
different from the others—a misplaced command
altering gravity settings.

"What if it’s this?" he asked, pointing it out.
Alex’s eyes lit up. "Good catch! Let’s test it."

With a few quick keystrokes, Alex corrected the
mistake and rebooted the game. The characters
settled back on the ground, the walls reappeared, and
the dragon boss let out a mighty roar—instead of
spinning in endless circles.
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The team cheered.

Leo grinned, a sense of accomplishment washing
over him. Debugging was frustrating, but solving the
problem was so satisfying.

"That’s game development," Alex said, ruftling
Leo’s hair. "It’s messy, unpredictable, and full of
problems. But when you get it right... There’s no
better feeling."

Leo watched as the final version of their level
loaded on the screen. It was more than just a game—
it was a world, a story, a chance for players to step
into something new.

"Games aren’t just about playing," Alex continued.

"They’re about CV" eating experiences. Whether it’s
an adventure, a challenge, or a mystery, we build
worlds that players can step into and make their own."

Leo nodded, finally understanding. Just like books,
music, or movies, games were a form of storytelling.
And as a game designer, he wouldn’t just be making
something fun—he’d be creating a place where
imagination came to life.

But before he could say anything, Alex leaned in.
"And you know what’s even cooler? Game design is
no longer just about entertainment." He tapped a
holographic screen, displaying a virtual surgery
simulation. "VR game technology is now used to train
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doctors for difficult surgeries. They can practice over
and over in a risk-free environment before they ever
touch a real patient."

Leo’s eyes widened. "Wait—video games can help
save lives?"

"Absolutely," Alex said. "And it’s not just doctors.
The military uses VR games for combat training,
pilots practice flying high-risk missions in
simulations, and architects use game engines to design
virtual buildings before they’re ever constructed."

Leo was stunned. He had always thought of
gaming as just a way to have fun. But now, he saw it
as something bigger—a technology that could shape
the future.

Alex smiled. "You see, Leo, game designers aren’t
just making fun stories anymore. They’re creating
virtual worlds that help people train, learn, and build.
If you keep going down this path, you won’t just be a
game designer—you could be a VR architect,
designing entire realities."

Leo let that sink in. The idea of shaping a world
that others could step into and experience—whether
for fun, learning, or real-world training—filled him
with a new kind of excitement.

As the studio buzzed with energy, the air around
Leo shimmered. The holographic screens, the concept
art, even Alex—all blurred into streaks of light.
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And then he was back.

The library stood still, the tapestries swaying
gently as if waiting. But Leo wasn’t the same. He had
built a world, fixed a game, and understood the magic
behind what made a great story interactive.

His eyes landed on the next tapestry. It was
different from the others—a shimmering stage, a
glowing spotlight, and the silhouette of a musician
holding a guitar.

A slow smile spread across his face.
Time to make some music.

With a deep breath, he reached out once more.
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Chapter 2

The Harmony of Collaboration-
The Sound Engineer

The moment Leo’s fingers brushed the tapestry,
the familiar sensation of weightlessness swept over
him. The library faded away, replaced by something
entirely new—a dimly lit room, pulsing with sound.

The deep thump of a bass, the rhythmic tapping of
drumsticks against a cymbal, and the smooth hum of
an electric guitar filled the air. He was standing in a
music studio, surrounded by walls lined with acoustic
foam and shelves stacked with cables, mixers, and old
vinyl records. Colored LED lights cast a warm glow
over the instruments scattered across the room—
keyboards, microphones, and an impressive mixing
console that blinked with endless possibilities.

In the center of the studio, a young woman with
curly hair sat at a piano, her fingers gliding effortlessly
over the keys. Her voice was smooth, weaving
melodies into the air like magic.
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She glanced up and grinned. "Hey, new guy. You
play?"

Leo hesitated, and then his eyes landed on a drum

kit in the corner. It wasn’t flashy, just a simple set
with a hi-hat, snare, and bass drum. But something
about it made his fingers twitch with familiarity.

"A little," he admitted.

Mia raised an eyebrow. "Perfect. We need a
drummer."

Leo barely had time to sit before the rest of the
band kicked into gear. The guitarist struck a chord,
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the bass rumbled in, and Mia began to hum a melody.
Leo hesitated for only a second before his hands
found their rhythm, his foot tapping the bass pedal
instinctively. The sound filled the room, blending
with the other instruments until it felt like they were
moving as one.

But as the song progressed, tension crept into the
air. The guitarist wanted something bluesy, the
bassist wanted to experiment with a funk groove, and
Mia was set on keeping it slow and emotional. The
song felt disjointed like everyone was playing their
own version instead of coming together.

"We're all over the place," the guitarist groaned,
setting down his instrument.

Mia sighed, running a hand through her hair. "We
need to find a way to make it work."

Leo thought back to the game design studio. A
game is an experience that needs balance. So, does music.

"What if we layer it differently?" he suggested. "We
start slow, let the guitar lead, then build up with the
bass. Drums come in last to lift the energy. That way,
we all get a piece of what we want."

Mia’s eyes brightened. "I like that. Let’s try it."

They played through the track again, this time
shaping the sound together. Mia adjusted the melody,
the drummer found a rhythm that complemented it,
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and the guitarist wove in a smooth transition. Piece
by piece, the song transformed from disconnected
ideas into something powerful, something whole.

Leo felt a thrill rush through him. Music wasn’t
just about playing—it was about finding harmony in
collaboration.

As they rehearsed, Leo noticed another musician
in the back of the studio, sitting at a computer,
adjusting levels on a soundboard. A set of headphones
hung around his neck, and multiple screens displayed
waveforms of their song. Unlike the others, he wasn’t
holding an instrument, but he was just as focused.

"Who'’s that?" Leo asked Mia between takes.

She glanced over. "That’s Ethan, our sound
engineer. He’s the one making sure we actually sound
good."

Leo watched as Ethan tweaked the settings,
adjusting the reverb on the vocals and balancing the
instruments. The song slowly took on a polished,
fuller sound.

Ethan must have noticed Leo staring because he
turned and grinned. "Music’s not just about playing,
you know. It’s about how it’s heard. We don’t just
make music anymore—we shape it."

Leo looked at the glowing screen, where lines of
code were mixed with audio files. "So, you don’t play
an instrument?"
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Ethan shrugged. "I used to. But then I got into
this—music informatics. It’s about understanding
sound, predicting what works, and helping artists
bring their vision to life. These days, music isn’t just
about the notes you play—it’s also about how people
experience it."

Leo nodded, thinking about everything he had
seen so far. The ER doctors, the architects, the game
designers. Every career had something more beneath
the surface. Music wasn’t just about performing—it
was also about making sure it reached people in the
right way.

Just then, Mia groaned. "Ugh. The vocal track
keeps getting buried under the instruments. We can’t
hear the lyrics clearly."

Ethan leaned forward, scrolling through the audio
settings. "That’s because the frequencies are clashing.
Your voice is sitting in the same range as the guitar’s
overtones. We need to make space for it."

Leo frowned. "How do you do that?"
Ethan smirked and tapped a few keys. "We use a

technique called EQ carving. T'll slightly lower the

guitar’s midrange and boost the vocals in that same
range. It won’t change how they sound individually,
but it’ll make sure they don’t fight each other in the

n

mix.
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He adjusted a few more settings, then played the
track again. This time, Mia’s voice soared over the
instruments, crisp and clear.

Mia’s eyes widened. "Whoa. That’s amazing."

Leo grinned. "So basically, you're like the band’s
invisible problem solver?"

Ethan chuckled. "Exactly. Music isn’t just about

what we play. It’s about what we don’t play, about
finding balance and making sure every piece has its
place."

Leo picked up his drumsticks again. Whether it
was on stage, in a recording booth, or even through a
streaming service, music had the power to bring
people together.

As the band finished their song, the air around Leo
shimmered. The instruments, the musicians, the
glowing screens—all blurred into streaks of light.

And then he was back.

The library stood still, the tapestries swaying
gently as if waiting. But Leo wasn’t the same. He had
felt the energy of a band creating something new, seen
the future of music shaped by technology, and
understood how sound could reach people in more
ways than one.

His eyes landed on the next tapestry. It was unlike
the others—an endless stretch of deep blue, teeming
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with life. Schools of vibrant fish wove through coral
reefs, while a massive whale glided gracefully in the
background. Towering kelp forests swayed with the
ocean’s rhythm, and beneath it all, mysterious
trenches disappeared into the abyss.

A slow smile spread across his face.
Time to explore the wonders of the ocean.

With a deep breath, he reached out once more.
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Chapter 10

The Protectors of Ocean -
The Marine Biologist

The moment Leo’s fingers brushed the tapestry,
the familiar pull of the unknown swept over him. This
time, it was different—cooler, weightless, and vast.
When the shimmering light faded, he found himself
standing on the deck of a research vessel, the ocean
stretching endlessly in every direction. The salty
breeze tousled his hair, and the rhythmic crashing of
waves filled the air.

The ship rocked gently beneath him, and in the
distance, seagulls circled above the sparkling water.
Crew members in wetsuits bustled around, carrying
equipment, checking monitors, and preparing for
their next expedition. The air smelled of salt and
adventure, tinged with the faint scent of fish and sun-
warmed metal.

"This is incredible," Leo thought, gripping the rail
and peering into the endless blue.

"Watch your step!"
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Leo turned just in time to see a woman in a wetsuit
hoisting a net filled with marine samples onto the
deck. She pushed up her goggles, her sharp eyes
scanning him with curiosity.

"You must be the new research assistant," she said,
iving him a nod. "I'm Dr. Maya, marine biologist an
h d."I'm Dr. M biologist and
ocean conservationist. Welcome aboard."

Leo took a deep breath, inhaling the crisp scent of
the sea. His heart pounded with excitement. "So, what
exactly are we doing out here?"
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Dr. Maya gestured toward the open water.
"Studying the reef’s health. The ocean is like a
massive, living system, and coral reefs are some of the
most important parts of it. But pollution, climate
change, and human activity are putting them at risk.
Our job is to understand how we can protect them."

Leo followed her to the edge of the boat, where a
team of researchers was preparing for a dive. Maya
handed him a wetsuit and an oxygen tank.

"Hope you’re not afraid of the deep," she said with
a grin.

Moments later, Leo was submerged in a dazzling
underwater world. Sunlight filtered through the clear
blue water, illuminating a sprawling coral reef
bursting with color. Schools of fish weaved through
the coral, and a gentle sea turtle drifted lazily by. The
water vibrated with life—delicate, yet powerful.

Leo swam beside Dr. Maya, marveling at the
vastness of the ocean floor. He saw clownfish darting
through sea anemones, stingrays gliding gracefully
over the sand, and a tiny octopus blending seamlessly
into a rock. Every inch of the reef was alive, moving,

breathing.

But as they ventured deeper, something changed.
The coral became pale, almost ghostly white. Fish that
had once darted through the structures were
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noticeably absent. The further they swam, the more
lifeless the reef became.

Leo frowned, bubbles escaping from his breathing
mask. What happened here?

Back on the boat, Dr. Maya pulled up side-by-side
images on a tablet. "This is coral bleaching," she
explained, her voice filled with concern. "Rising ocean
temperatures are causing the corals to expel the algae
they depend on, turning them white. Without these
algae, the corals starve and die, which impacts the
entire ecosystem."

Leo’s stomach twisted. "Can’t we fix it?"

"We're trying," Maya said. "Scientists are
researching ways to help corals adapt, like breeding
heat-resistant species or restoring damaged reefs. But
time isn’t on our side."

As the team continued their work, Leo helped
collect water samples and catalog marine species. He
quickly realized that being a marine biologist wasn’t
just about exploring the ocean—it was about problem-
solving, data analysis, and long hours spent
researching patterns to predict changes before it was
too late.

"Hey, Dr. Maya!" one of the researchers called,
holding up a monitor. "We’re picking up some
unusual activity near the seabed—oxygen levels are
lower than expected."
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Dr. Maya frowned. "Let’s check it out."

They deployed a remotely operated vehicle (ROV),
a small submarine-like robot, to explore the ocean
floor. On the screen, Leo watched as the ROV
descended into the darkness. The deeper it went, the
stranger the readings became. Then, suddenly, the
cameras revealed a shocking sight—large patches of
dead fish floating near the seabed.

"What'’s causing this?" Leo asked, eyes wide.

"Could be a dead zome," Dr. Maya muttered,
adjusting the controls. "Areas where pollution and
excessive nutrients—like fertilizer runoff—cause
massive oxygen depletion. Marine life can’t survive in
these conditions."

Leo felt a wave of frustration. "So, it’s not just
climate change—humans are hurting the ocean in
other ways too."

Maya nodded. "Exactly. Overfishing, pollution,
plastic waste—it all adds up. That’s why marine
biology isn’t just about studying the ocean. It’s about
protecting it."

The next day, a storm warning crackled over the
ship’s radio. Dark clouds loomed in the distance, and
the once-calm sea churned violently. The captain
called for the crew to secure equipment and prepare
for rough weather.
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Leo hurried to help, but the sudden shift in
conditions unsettled him. "How do you deal with
unpredictable weather like this?" he asked Maya.

She tightened the strap on a waterproof case.
"That’s part of the challenge. Marine biology isn’t like
a lab experiment where you control the environment.
The ocean changes constantly—you have to adapt,
think on your feet, and be ready for anything."

By nightfall, the storm had passed, but the waves
had disrupted some of their underwater equipment.
The team had to work quickly to recover their
research materials before they were lost to the depths.

As they pulled up the last sample, Leo noticed a
tiny plastic fragment trapped inside the collection
net.

Maya sighed. "That’s another growing issue—
plastic pollution. Microplastics are everywhere now,
from the deepest trenches to the fish we eat."

Leo’s mind spun. The ocean wasn’t just a beautiful
mystery—it was under constant threat. Coral
bleaching, plastic waste, overfishing... the challenges
were endless.

Later that night, as he sat on the deck staring at
the endless horizon, Maya joined him. "Feeling
overwhelmed?"
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"A little," Leo admitted. "There’s so much to fix.
How do you even start?"

Maya smiled knowingly. "One problem at a time.
We raise awareness, we innovate, and we push for
changes in policies and behavior. Science is powerful,
but so is storytelling. If people don’t know what’s
happening, they won’t care enough to act."

Leo thought about how technology had
transformed music, gaming, and even medicine.
Maybe the ocean needed new ideas too.

As the sun began to rise, painting the sky in hues
of gold and blue, Leo felt a newfound respect for the
ocean and the people dedicating their lives to saving
it.

Then, just like before, the air around him
shimmered. The research vessel, the salty air, even Dr.
Maya—all faded into streaks of light.

And then he was back.

The library stood still, the tapestries swaying
gently as if waiting. But Leo wasn’t the same. He had
swum alongside coral reefs, faced the unpredictability
of the sea, and understood that protecting the ocean
was more than just research—it was a responsibility.

He turned to look around him, half-expecting
another tapestry to call out to him, another adventure
waiting to unfold. There were countless possibilities
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still ahead, but for now, he needed time to reflect on
everything he had discovered.

Leo exhaled; his heart full.

He had traveled through time, through worlds,
through careers that had once felt unreachable. He
had been a doctor, an architect, a game designer, a
marine biologist, and so much more. And through it
all, he had learned one truth—the future wasn’t
something to fear. It was something to explore.

With one last glance at the tapestries that had
guided him, Leo stepped forward. This time, not into
another world, but into his own—ready to build his

own adventure.

Leo exhaled slowly, feeling the weight of
everything he had learned. Each tapestry had shown
him a different world, a new way of thinking, and
endless possibilities. But this one—the ocean, teeming
with both wonder and urgency—felt like the perfect
ending to his journey. But what were the next steps?
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Chapter 11

Conclusion - Leo’s Journey of
Discovery

Leo stepped out of the library, his mind still
whirling from everything he had just experienced. The
tapestry room—the careers, the lessons, the
challenges—it had all felt so real. He could still feel
the weight of a drumstick in his hand, the coolness of
the ocean water against his skin, and the adrenaline
of solving a space mission crisis.

Yet, here he was, back in the familiar halls of
school, as if nothing had changed.

But /e had changed.

His feet carried him almost instinctively to Mr.
Thompson’s classroom. The moment he stepped
inside, his teacher glanced up from his desk,
immediately noticing the dazed look on Leo’s face.

"Well, you look like someone who’s seen a ghost,"
Mr. Thompson said, raising an eyebrow.

73



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

e

Leo shook his head. "Not a ghost. But I think I just
saw my future. Or... a hundred different versions of
it."

Mr. Thompson leaned back in his chair, folding his
hands. "That so? Sounds like quite the revelation." He
gestured to the seat in front of him. "Go on, tell me
what’s on your mind."

Leo sat down, still trying to organize his thoughts.
"I... I don’t know where to start. One minute I was
lost, not knowing what I wanted to do with my life,
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and the next... it was like I lived so many different
careers. I built a robot, designed a video game, and
even swam with sea turtles. And now—now I feel like
there are too many choices."

Mr. Thompson smiled knowingly. "That’s a good
problem to have, Leo. Most people don’t realize how
many paths are out there. But the real question is,

after all that, do you feel [@SS lost?"

Leo thought for a moment before nodding. "Yeah.
I still don’t know exactly what I want to do, but I feel
like... like I want to start looking."

Mr. Thompson beamed. "That’s progress." He
stood up and grabbed a small note from his desk. "I
think you’re ready for the next step."

Leo frowned. "The next step?"

"Go see Mrs. Rita, our career guidance counselor,"
Mr. Thompson said, handing him the note. "She’s
been helping students like you for years. If anyone can
help you piece things together, it’s her."

Leo hesitated. He had never really thought about
visiting the career counselor before. It had always
seemed like something for students who had a plan,
not for someone still figuring it all out.

But then again, wasn’t that exactly what he was
doing?
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He took the note and stood up. "Okay. Thanks,
Mr. Thompson."

"Anytime, Leo," his teacher said. "And remember—
sometimes, it’s not about having all the answers right
away. It’s about knowing which questions to ask."

Leo found Mrs. Rita’s office tucked away in a quiet
wing of the school. A small sign on the door read:
Career Guidance Center — Helping You Find Your Path.

Leo found himself standing outside the Career
Guidance Center, gripping the note Mr. Thompson
had given him. He had spent so much time lost in his
thoughts about the future, and now he was taking an
actual step toward figuring things out.

Taking a deep breath, he knocked.
"Come in!"

Inside, the office was unlike any other room in the
school. Instead of the stiff chairs and whiteboards he
expected, there were soft armchairs, bookshelves filled
with career guides, and posters of different
professions. One wall had a giant corkboard with
pinned notes from past students, titled "Paths We’ve
Taken", showcasing names, career choices, and little
quotes about their journeys.

Behind a wooden desk sat an older woman with a
kind smile and thoughtful eyes. She reminded Leo of
someone who had seen hundreds of students like
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him—unsure, curious, and trying to make sense of it
all.

"You must be Leo," she said, motioning for him to
sit. "Mr. Thompson told me you might be stopping

by'H

Leo hesitated before sitting down. "Yeah... he said
you might be able to help."

"That’s what I do," she said with a smile. "Now, tell
me what’s on your mind."

Leo exhaled, rubbing the back of his neck. "It’s... a
lot. I feel like I was completely lost before, but now,
after everything I've experienced, I feel like I have too
many options. I don’t know how to narrow it down.
What if I pick the wrong thing?"

Mrs. Rita nodded, as if she had heard this question
a hundred times before. "That’s a common fear. But
tell me, Leo, what does ‘wrong’ mean to you? What
would a wrong career look like?"

Leo frowned, thinking about it. "I guess...
something that makes me feel stuck. Something
where I wake up every day dreading going to work."

"That’s a good realization," she said, jotting
something down on a notepad. "But let’s flip the
question. What would the right career feel like?"
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Leo paused. "Something where I feel like I'm doing
something important. Where I'm not just working,
but creating, solving problems, making things better."

Mrs. Rita smiled. "That’s a great place to start.
You've already identified something crucial—your
work should have meaning to you. But figuring out
what that looks like takes some exploration."

She pulled out a blank sheet of paper and drew five
columns, labeling them one by one:

Personal Interests
Skills and Strengths

Researching Careers
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Networking and Mentorship
Practical Experience

"There are a few steps to figuring out what career
will suit you best," she explained, tapping her pen on
the page. "And we’re going to start by breaking it
down piece by piece."
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Dear Reader, let’s embark on this journey of self-
discovery and explore the path to finding the
right career together-

Personal Interests: What Excites You?

Mrs. Rita said. "Let’s start with interests. Not
careers—just things that excite you, even outside of
school." Let’s list out each of these things —

Creating things
(music, games,
ideas)

PrOblem-Solving ---------------------------

Learning new | =======7mooosmoooosoossoomooooe-
skills

Exploring | =m7mmmmmommoooomooooooomoooooe
different subjects
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Working with
people, but also | ===========mmmmmmmmmm oo
enjoying time
alone

Mrs. Rita nodded approvingly. "That’s already a
great foundation. A lot of people focus too much on
job titles, but jobs change all the time. What stays
consistent is what excites you. If you start by exploring
fields that align with these interests, you're more
likely to enjoy what you do."
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Skills and Strengths:
What Are You Good At?

Mrs. Rita leaned forward, her warm smile
reassuring.

"Leo, one of the most important things you can do
when thinking about a career is understanding what
you’re naturally good at. Skills aren’t just the things
you learn in school; they’re also the little things
people compliment you on—the way you solve
problems, the way you think, and the way you
interact with others.

Take a moment and think about it: What comes
easily to you? Are you someone who loves organizing
things? Do you have a knack for explaining ideas in a
way that makes sense to others? Maybe you're
creative, good with technology, or a natural leader.

But just as important as knowing your strengths is
understanding your weaknesses. What frustrates you?
What challenges do you struggle with? Sometimes,
knowing what doesn’t work for you can help narrow
down careers that won’t make you happy in the long
run.
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Careers aren’t just about what you want to do—
they’re also about what fits your skills and
personality. And the best part? Skills can always be
improved, and weaknesses can be worked on. The
more you know about yourself, the easier it is to find
a path that feels right for you."

Take a few minutes to reflect on your own skills
and strengths. Fill in the sections below to get a
clearer picture of what you're naturally good at and
where you might need improvement.
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1. What do people often compliment you on?

(Example: "You're great at solving problems!" or "You’re
really creative!")

2. What tasks or activities feel easy and natural
to you?

(Example: "I can fix things without instructions," or "I
always know how to organize group projects.")

3. What skills do you enjoy using the most?

(Example: "I love designing and creating things," or "I enjoy
working with numbers.")
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4. What are some things you struggle with or find
frustrating?

(Example: "I lose focus on things I don’t find interesting," or
"I get overwhelmed by too many details.")

5. Based on your answers, what types of careers
might be a good fit for you?

(Example: If you’re creative and love problem-solving, maybe
a career in design or engineering would suit you.)

Reflection: Now that you've listed your strengths
and challenges, what patterns do you see? Which
skills excite you the most? Identifying your natural
talents can help guide you toward a career that fits
both your abilities and your interests.

Mrs. Rita said, “Take this worksheet with you as
you continue exploring career options—it will serve as
a roadmap to finding what you truly enjoy!”
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Researching Careers:
What’s Out There?

Mrs. Rita leaned back, observing Leo with a
knowing smile.

"You don’t have to pick one career and stick with
it forever. Jobs evolve, industries change, and people
shift paths all the time. The key is exploration—
understanding what’s out there and what excites you.

Start by listing careers that interest you, even if
they seem unrelated. Many jobs blend different skills,
so don’t limit yourself. Once you have a few options,
research them—what does a typical day look like?
What skills or education do they require? Are they
growing fields with opportunities?

Beyond online research, talk to people in these
careers. Ask professionals, teachers, or family
members about their experiences—what they love,
what challenges they face, and what they wish they
had known earlier.

Most importantly, take your time. Career decisions
aren’t made overnight. KKeep learning, exploring, and
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staying open to new possibilities. The more you
understand, the clearer your path will become."

Use this interactive quiz to explore different career
paths and discover what excites you the most. Select
the answers that best match your thoughts and
research.

1. Which career fields interest you the most?
(Select up to three)

] Technology and Al

[ ] Medicine and Healthcare

[] Environment and Sustainability
[] Arts and Creativity

[] Business and Entrepreneurship
[] Engineering and Innovation

[] Education and Research

[ ] Law and Public Policy

[ ] Media and Communication

[] Other:

2. What type of work environment do you prefer?

|:| Fast-paced and dynamic (e.g., emergency rooms, stock
trading)

[] Structured and analytical (e.g., research labs, engineering
firms)

|:| Creative and flexible (e.g., game design, filmmaking, music)
[ ] Hands-on and outdoors (e.g., marine biology, architecture)
|:| Collaborative and people-focused (e.g., teaching, counseling,
marketing)
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3. How do you prefer to solve problems?

] Using logic and data (e.g., coding, financial analysis)

[] Through creativity and imagination (e.g., writing, design,
performing arts)

|:| By experimenting and testing (e.g., scientific research,
engineering)

[] By working with people and ideas (e.g., law, psychology,
education)

4. What level of education or training are you
comfortable with?

[] Short-term courses or certifications

[] Bachelor’s degree (4 years)

[] Advanced degrees (Master’s, PhD, Medical/Law School)
[] Hands-on apprenticeships or on-the-job learning

5. What excites you the most about a career?

|:| Making a direct impact on people’s lives (e.g., healthcare,
counseling)

[] Creating something new (e.g., tech, arts, innovation)

|:| Solving complex challenges (e.g., law, science, business
strategy)

[] Exploring new places and ideas (e.g., journalism, marine
biology, space science)
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6. Do you know someone in a career that interests
you?
[] Yes, and I plan to ask them about their experience

|:| No, but I'll look for professionals to connect with
[] I haven’t thought about it yet

7. How confident do you feel about choosing a
career path?

[l Very confident—I have a strong idea of what I want
[ ] Somewhat confident—I have a few options but need more
research

[l Not sure—I'm still exploring and need guidance

[] Completely lost—I don’t know where to start

Mrs. Rita smiled as she gathered the notes in front
of Leo. "Now that you have a better idea of what
excites you, it’s time to take the next step—experiencing
these careers firsthand. Let’s explore how you can
connect with professionals, try internships, and get
real-world exposure to see what truly fits you."
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Networking and Mentorship:
Learning from Others

Mrs. Rita glanced at the notes Leo had made from
his research. "You've started exploring careers on
paper, which is a great first step—but the best way to
truly understand a job is by talking to the people who

n

live it every day," she said. "Reading about a career
can tell you the basics—the required skills, job
responsibilities, and industry trends—but it won’t
give you the full picture. Real insights come from
people who’ve faced the challenges, adapted to
industry changes, and discovered what they love—or

don’t love—about their work."

She leaned forward, her expression thoughtful.
"Think about it, Leo. When you were in the tapestry
world, you didn’t just observe careers from a
distance—you experienced them, worked alongside
experts, and saw both the exciting and difficult parts
of each profession. That’s exactly what informational
interviews and mentorship can do in real life. Talking
to professionals allows you to learn things you won’t
find in job descriptions—like how they got started,
what skills are really needed, and what they wish they
had known when they were your age."
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Leo nodded, remembering how Dr. Maya had
shared the struggles of funding research in marine
biology, or how Alex, the game designer, had
emphasized the importance of iteration and
teamworlk. Each experience had shown him that there
was always more to a career than what met the eye.

Mrs. Rita smiled. "That’s why the next step is
reaching out. Many professionals are happy to share
their experiences—you just have to ask. You can start
small—talk to your teachers, family friends, or even
connect with people online who work in the fields
you're curious about. But it’s important to do this
under the supervision of a career counselor, teacher,
parent, or elder sibling. They can help you reach out
appropriately, guide the conversation, and ensure
you're asking the right questions. You’d be surprised
how much you can learn from a single conversation,
and having the right support will make the process
even more valuable."

Mrs. Rita handed Leo a blank template and smiled.
"Now it’s time to take what you’ve learned and put it
into action. Use this Career Exploration Profile to
research different careers, reflect on what excites you,
and compare your options. The more you explore, the
clearer your path will become."

Career Exploration Profile (Create a Career
Passport — Your Personal Guide to Every Career You
Explore!)
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Instructions: For every career you explore, create
a Career Passport by filling out this template. You can
draw it in a notebook, use index cards, or design a
digital version. Each completed profile will be a
valuable reference as you narrow down your interests.

Career Name:

Why This Career Interests Me:

First Impressions: What do you already know
about this career? What excites or concerns you?

Job Role and Responsibilities: What does a
typical day look like in this job?

Skills and Education Needed: Degrees,
certifications, or training required

Career Outlook: What is the demand for this
specific career in the market place?

o High demand and growing

o Steady and stable
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Competitive but possible

Declining or uncertain

Conversations with Professionals: Who did you

speak to about this career? What key insights did they

share?

Hands-On Experience:

O

O

o

O

Shadowed a professional
Attended a workshop or webinar
Completed an internship or project

Researched real-life case studies

What Surprised Me About This Career?

Pros and Cons of This Career: Write three
things you like and three challenges you might face

Pros
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Cons

Is This a Good Fit for Me?
o Yes, I can see myself in this role
o Maybe, but I need to explore further
o No, but I learned something valuable

Final Reflection: What’s your biggest takeaway
from exploring this career?

Bonus: Create a Career Passport Collection!
(Design a booklet or folder to keep all your career
profiles together.)

Compare different careers side by side to see trends
in what you enjoy. Use it to guide future career
planning with your counselor or mentor. Careers
aren’t just about what you do—they’re about who you
become. Keep exploring!

94



Leo’s Career Quest- The Tapestries of Talent

Practical Experience: Trying It
Firsthand

Mrs. Rita folded her hands on the desk and gave
Leo a thoughtful look. "Now, Leo, this is where
everything starts coming together," she said. "You’ve
explored different careers, learned about the skills
they require, and even spoken to professionals. But
the best way to truly know if a career is right for you
is to experience it firsthand."

Leo nodded slowly. "Like an internship?"

"Exactly," Mrs. Rita said. "But not just that. There
are so many ways to get real-world exposure before
you even step into college. Internships, volunteering,
job shadowing, summer programs, part-time jobs—
they all give you insights into what a career feels like
day-to-day. Even small projects or online challenges
related to your field of interest can be eye-opening."

Leo thought back to his tapestry experiences. He
had been a game designer, crafting interactive worlds
and debugging glitches. He had stepped into the shoes
of a space explorer, making high-stakes decisions
and repairing a spacecraft. As a marine biologist, he
had studied coral reefs, collected data, and faced the
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unpredictability of the ocean. He had taken the role
of a chef, balancing science and creativity in the
kitchen, and a musician, learning the art of
collaboration and performance. He had been a
doctor, tackling complex diagnoses, a sustainability
architect, designing eco-friendly cities, and even a
wildlife conservationist, protecting endangered
species.

Each role had shown him something different—
some careers had felt natural, while others had tested
his patience.

"So how do I keep track of what I learn?" he asked.

Mrs. Rita smiled, reaching into a drawer and
pulling out a small notebook. "I want you to create a
Career  Exploration Jowrnal. Every time you try
something new—whether it’s volunteering at an
event, joining a workshop, or even taking an online
course—write about it. Reflect on what you enjoyed,
what challenged you, and what you learned about
yourself."

She handed him a blank sheet with a simple
template. "Here’s how you’ll fill it out."

Career Exploration Journal

A hands-on guide to discovering what excites you
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1. Experience Title
Write down the type of hands-on experience you
participated in.

(Example: Shadowing a Doctor, Volunteering at an
Environmental Camp, Attending a Robotics Workshop)

2. What Did You Do?
Briefly describe what the experience involved.

(Example: Assisted in organizing patient records, observed
a surgery, learned how to code a basic game function.)

3. What Skills Did You Use or Learn?
List any skills you developed or improved.

(Example:  Communication, problem-solving, —teamwork,
leadership, creativity.)
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4. What Surprised You About This Experience?
Write down anything unexpected—whether good or
bad—that you hadn’t realized about the career before.

(Example: I thought being a doctor was just about treating
patients, but 1 saw how much time they spend talking to
families and making tough decisions.

5. What Did You Like Most?
What part of this experience excited you or made
you feel fulfilled?

(Example: I loved the hands-on aspect of designing a
building model in the architecture workshop.)

6. What Did You Find Challenging?
Write down any difficulties or aspects that made
you reconsider your career.

(Example: Working under pressure in the emergency
room was overwhelming.)
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7. Would You Explore This Career Further?
Decide if this is something you want to continue
researching or if it’s not the right fit.

o Yes, I want to learn more!
o Maybe, I need more experience to decide.
o No, but I learned something valuable.

8. Next Steps
What’s the next thing you can do to explore this
career further?

(Example: Look for an internship, take an online course,
ask a professional more questions.)

Mrs. Rita tapped the paper. "Every time you gain a
new experience, add it to your journal. After a while,
you’ll start to see patterns. Some careers will keep
exciting you, while others might lose their appeal.
That’s completely normal—it’s part of the process of
finding your path."

Leo held the template in his hands, already
thinking about where to start. "This actually makes
sense. I don’t have to figure everything out all at
once—I just have to try things and learn as I go."

Mrs. Rita beamed. "Exactly! A career isn’t
something you choose in one day. It’s something you
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build, step by step. And now, you have the tools to
start building."
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Chapter 12

The Journey Continues

After leaving Mrs. Rita’s office, Leo found himself
crossing the library again. The air was still, the golden
afternoon light filtering through the high windows,
casting long shadows across the rows of bookshelves.
But it wasn’t the books that drew his attention.

The tapestries.

They stood silently in the dim room, waiting. Their
woven images shimmered slightly, as if whispering his
name, calling him back to new adventures. He felt the
familiar pull—the urge to reach out, to step into
another world, to uncover yet another mystery.

He was almost ready.

His fingers hovered over the edge of a tapestry, the
scene shifting like rippling water beneath his gaze.
What new world lay beyond this one? What new
career, what new challenge?

But then, he thought of Mrs. Rita.

He had a plan now. Before he dove back into the
unknown, he would explore the careers he had already
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discovered in the real world. He would take the five
steps she had given him—understanding his personal
interests, assessing his skills, researching real job paths,
speaking to professionals, and most importantly,
gaining hands-on experience.

There was so much still to learn. And this time, he
wasn’t just going to see these careers—he was going to
live them.

He took a step back from the tapestries, smiling to
himself.

They weren’t going anywhere.
They would wait for him.
And when he was ready, he would return.

Because beyond this moment, beyond everything
he had already discovered, more tapestries awaited.

More careers.
More adventures.
More tools to help him along the way.

And when the time came, he would step into the
unknown once more.
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The Final Chapter

A Mystery Begins

That night, as Leo lay in bed, his thoughts kept
drifting back to the library and the tapestries.

He had been so caught up in the adventures that
he hadn’t thought to question why they existed in the
first place.

Who had created them?
How did they work?
And why had they chosen him?

Something gnawed at the back of his mind. The
symbols on the tapestries—the ones woven into the
edges—he had seen them before. Not just in one
tapestry, but in all of them. They weren’t just
decorative patterns. They meant something.

A few of the same symbols had appeared on the
control panels in the Space Explorer mission.
Others had been etched into ancient stone in the
marine biologist chapter. And there was one
symbol—an intricate spiral—that had been faintly
glowing on the pedestal when he first touched the
tapestries.
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A shiver ran down his spine.

Had he been missing a bigger message this
whole time?

Sitting up in bed, Leo grabbed his notebook and
started sketching the symbols he could remember. He
had no idea what they meant yet, but something told
him they weren’t random. They were connected.

He thought about returning to the library the next
day—not just to visit another tapestry, but to study
them.

Because now, it wasn’t just about exploring careers.
It was about uncovering a hidden truth.

And Leo had a feeling that whatever he found next
would change everything.

To Be Continued in...

"Leo’s Career Quest: The Tapestries
Unraveled"
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