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True Friends

Friends are not who sing with you.
Friends are not who swing with you
Friends are not who dance with you

Friends are not who glance with you

Friends are not who appreciate,

All the work done by you.

Friends are those who share with you
Friends are those who care for you
Friends are those who tell you good ways
Don’t care for themselves, improve your bad ways
Friends are those who don’t appreciate
Of your every work but tell the mistakes

So don’t be led by pretty ways
Listen to all the stricty ways.

12-02-1978
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Science

Look what wonders
Science has done
On the path of advance
Miles we have run.

We have pillows and cushions
And T.V. and Fridge
To cross a river
We have always a bridge

Man has gone in the space
Reached the moon
Started in the morning
Back till noon.

Questioned by computers
Answered by them
What is left for men
To do now then?

Telegraph and telephone
Radio and wireless
The houses of advanced
Are mostly a mess.
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They listen to machines
They talk through machines
They fly by machines
They walk in machines.

They look at machines
They work with machines
I hope they don’t
Turn into machines.
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How Long?

Out of his palace
At night he crept
While his dear child
And loving wife slept

A washerman inspired
A man to be cruel
He left his dear wife
Lonely in a jungle

Because of a dream
He sold his wife
Who had worshiped him
Throughout her life

Thus history can tell
About man’s cruelty

His behaviour towards women
Still has no novelty

Centuries are lost
In the darkness of past
But looks his cruelty
Never will last.
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Women have advanced
But not much freedom is given
Oh! How long will men
Rule over women?
1979
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Poor Husband

Headache and backache
And legs ache and vein
When he is at home
Even her heart does pain.

No matter how tired

The piteous man be
Prepare your lunch

And prepare her tea.

Bring her a dress
Every third evening
Every single birthday
Every other visiting.

Ignorant is what
He is poor fellow
He is the loyal creature
Who blindly does follow.

Oh! Poor, poor, poor
Poor husband
Brings along worries
Happily with a band.
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Sweating and earning
Is what he does in life
In office is his boss
At home is his wife.

If he is every angry
Then he is at a loss
For head of the family
The wife gets cross.

Gets out of the house
Lives in a tent
Poor, poor, poor
Poor husband.
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Comes

Again comes the rain,
Again dance the flowers,
Again flows the drain.

Smile evergreen leaves,
That happy contented tree,
What a sigh it heaves.

One by one come raindrops,
The dancing proud peacock,
By the female stops.

Comes spring, comes rain,
Winter, Summer, Autumn,
Then repeats the chain.

It’s just like a queue,
Everything does come,
Do not come is you.

09-08-1979
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Great Happiness

Think of life as a bliss,
For it is no less than this,
Money is what dreams make,
Realize it before you wake.
Lips just smile an’ smile,
Smiles as broad as a mile
Laugh as much as you can,
Laugh with your heart oh! Man,
Sing for life is a song.
Music can never be wrong
Don’t bear life as a burden,
It is a gift from heaven.
When cheerful heart stops deathly
Don’t think of life as a tragedy.
22-06-1979
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Evil

Birds are happy, animals glad,
Children from one place to another run,
Earth is looking more beautiful than before,
Perhaps feeling proud of the rising sun.

Men are coming to their forgotten work,
Women smile, laugh and chatter,
Everyone wishes everyone good day,
Night has gone, what does it matter.

Poets admire the beauty of the moon,
Writers are happy they have something to write,
Painters are lost in their paints and brush
Such is the glory of the morning after night.

What a bird says to another perhaps,
Is whose is the big enchanting egg.
A childless says to another of the same,
Look at the heel of a child’s pink leg.

A girl will say with dreams in her eyes,
It’s the spot of a married woman’s forehead
And a boy would mostly say to another,
It’s the red round ball of the game of cricket.
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But why, oh why, do they forget as they do,
Admire the sun stopping on their way,
That evil does not vanish so easily,
And dark night comes after every day.
06-01-1980
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Let Me Listen

Silence prevailing far and wide,
Is urging me to speak so light,
So not to lose the silent fight,

Against the odds of life so tight.

Silence making me look at stars,
Is making me forget the daily wars,
Of busses horns and roars of cars,

Even the life’s sweets and sours.

Silence is coming so silently,
I'm listening to it concentratly
Reaching the ear in waves so plenty,
Soothing my taxed nerves so gently.

Silence with moon and in the night,
With rising sun and dazzling light
With all so dull and all so bright,
Seems the only comforting, only right.

I dare not speak I dare not whisper,
I dare not write my thoughts on paper,
The end of silence will end a chapter,
Let me listen to it, Let me capture.
03-11-1980
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All Around

This world is ever so noisy,
Around us why this noise,
That I can’t even hear,
My own heart’s voice?

What you are saying to me
Is perhaps to wipe my tears,
But the piercing cry of sadness,
Is all that I can hear.

My heart is fluttering itself,
Out of love for you,
With eyes full of hatred,
Third person is watching too.

And while T am composing
Poetry for peace of mind,
The thread of noisiest noise,
Around it who does wind?

Who comes speaking in my ear?
Who shrieks and shouts in my heart?
This world has gone all noisy,
Silence has got not a part.
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Couldn’t the earth be flat?
Couldn’t the sky be left alone?
Couldn’t the stars be small?
Couldn’t the moon be which shone?

Couldn’t the horns be melodious?
Couldn’t the machines be musical?
I want just for a moment,
To sit in a peaceful mental.
16-03-1981
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If All the Days Were......

If all the days were Sundays
I'll get up late in the morning
The school will open in vain
I'll have my breakfast in bed
And go to sleep again.

If all the days were rainy days
I'll get up early in the morning
I'll take a bath in the rain
Then dress up in my night dress
And go to sleep again.

If all the days were holidays,
I'll get up smiling in the morning
I'll write letters in a chain,

I'll post the letters the same day,

And go to sleep again.
29-09-1980
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To Tree

Standing there so quiet
Smiling to the sky
Shading over the earth
Sheltering all birdii.

In your mind is what?
Your life started when?
You came here from where?
Standing here thus, why?

You see people coming,
You see people going,
Do you say ta-ta
To the passsers by?

Are you afraid to walk?
Are you angry with me?
Are you happy living here?
Or are you much too shy?

Show you have some life,
0, you centuries old,
Come along with me,

Just this once, try, try.
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A New World

One moonlit night in a romantic mood,
I and my sweet heart roamed round the town,
With dreams of a beautiful child in her eyes,
She said we’ll have a child of our own.

It will be fair with black curly hair,
And large dark round naughty eyes,
Our future will be bright even if he smiles
Our life will be happiness even if he cries.

He will grow into a very fine man,
One way or the other he will serve his nation,
The country will be proud to have such a soul,
The world will praise us and our son.

Just then a cry reached our ears,
We turned around and searched in the dark,
A lonely child was woken by the birds,
And while the child cried a dog did bark.

Neither was he fair nor curly haired.
Nor was he round naughty eyed,
He looked a poor motherless soul,
Like a father less child he wept and cried.
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I looked at my girl with a new thought,
And said while my arm round her curled,
Instead of giving this world a new child,
Can’t we give this child a new world?
01-05-1981
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Shall I Go?

Such a dark cloud,
high & up
The blue sky above,
far & wide
The setting sun
yellow orange
The width of the rays,
shining bright
All seem to be calling me.

The flying birds,

happy & gay

The hopping ones,
passing by

The mother father
looking for food,

While the little ones,
try to fly,
All seem to be calling me.

The garden’s greenery
grass & leaves,

The flowers and buds
petals yellow,
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With beautiful butterflies,
flying above,
And grasshoppers hopping
right below,
All seem to be calling me.

The plants all over
small and large,
At daytime call
when day is gone,
The sun did call me
come to me
The stars did so
as the moon shone
Yet I seem to be alone.

My heart beats faster
every minute,

My mind registers the
urge to go,

My ears are strained
for calls from nature

My eyes are bright
but sweating my brow.
For shall I go?
15-09-1981
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On The Seashore

O beautiful red Sun,
They say you are so hot,
Yet the world is happy when you are there,
All goes black when not.

O floating white wave,
They say you are so rough,
Yet you bring ashore such treasures
Which otherwise to search is tough

O delicate, flexible fish,
They say you are so dirty,
Yet you provide to the deep ocean,
An unending, unforgettable beauty.

O brown, large rock,
They say you are so hard,
Yet you protect the sea till the end,
Though in time it breaks your guard.

This world is hard and cruel,
It never praise any one,
You have done so much for it,
For you, tell, what it has done?
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Sun is going behind the clouds,
Waves are going away from shore,
Fish are going under the sea,

In time the rock will be no more.

You are sad, I understand,
Your and mine are same feelings,
You bring such beauty to the world,
But it is so ugly in its dealings.

It’s better to leave, go your way,
Let it struggle itself through,
Pray, don’t leave me lost and lonely,
Oh, do, do take me with you.
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At Midnight

I can’t write
I have tried and tried
But I can’t write
I don’t have feelings,
I don’t have expressions,
I don’t have words,
And if sometimes,

I do feel something.
The dictionary is too small
To express it right.

So, I can’t write
But in this age and day
In this modern world,

To feel is abnormal,

I am supposed to be normal.
So I keep my feelings local,
Love is backwardness.
Pity is unsmartness,
Jealousy,

The only true emotion.
Or be indifferent,
Self-sufficient,
Non-reliant
I love that weeping child.

I sympathise with that blind man,
I have to help that old pearl.
Oh you nonchic, nonslick girl,
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How come you born in this world?
Yes let them go to air.
But, I do care, I do care.
That’s an unhealthy emotion,
I tell you do it shun,
Why look at the darkness?
Just live in the light
And because of this dazzling light,
I can’t think, I can’t write.

I wish I could be a computer.
Just do my work but never think,
Just gaze at all but never wink,
Just know of all but never link,
Just pour it out but never drink
Then I wouldn’t be in this state so tight.
Lying in the mid of night,
Composing and thinking, unable to write.
Why?

‘cause it’s mid of night,

Dark is deep, all asleep.

If I put on the light
And take my thoughts’ thread,
Every one will say,

Am I crazy in my head?
Ican’t sleep but I can’t
Disturb in the middle of the night.
So I can’t write.

It is so negative.

Why not be a bit positive?

But is anything positive today?
Is anything happy and gay?
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Is anything it used to be the way?
When poets got solace in nature.
But nature has changed for us.
Sun is getting hotter every day.
Earth is shrinking way by way.
Because we have changed for it too.
I plant a bud he plucks the flower,
And throws it, of all the things,
Under a running car.

Yes, world is of cars, engines and planes.
Not of verses,

Everyone is running,
Without thinking, without feeling.
Oh don’t delay us,

With a thing so slight,

So I can’t write,

I can’t write negative
Its not at all keen,

I can’t write positive,

Its nowhere to be seen
I can’t write tragedy,

Its so sad, such a cry,

I can’t write comedy,

Its such a white lie.

I don’t want to be humble
Its not in keeping with this world,
As well I don’t want to show pride,
So, I can’t write, I can’t write.
It’s the end,

I know,

It’s the end of feelings and emotion,
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But a good starting, I have this notion
For my future fight,
So, I won’t write
No, I won’t write.
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All Important

Marriage is not the all important,
Nor is the waiting for a lover,
Neither are the degrees so important,
Nor is important a money shower.

What then tell is important

If not the mentioned aims?
Is not achieving a handsome suitor
The secret desire of all the dames?

Is not the degree all important
For studious, ambitious scholars?
Is not the music of paper and metal,
The best for a money roller?

Say what after a life settlement?
What will one do of degrees?
What can so much money bring,
Except some painful miseries?

Love! A useless, worthless thought,
Study! A boon, yet aimless study,
Is often or more as wasted
As accumulation of unused money.
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None lives only to read,
None to get a beautiful wife,
None should make the worldly goods,
The sole theme of spending life.

Some live for earth and oceans,
Some live for moon and stars,
Some live for birds and animals,
Some live for tanks and cars.

Some live for purity of soul,
Some live for truth and lie,
Tell which is most important of all,
When all of us live to die?
21-10-1982
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I Apologize

Yes, I owe you an apology,
If you will but excuse,
Think not because of my words,
That, Madam, I am of no use.

I had been silent for long,
What you said was interesting.
I stood up to say all,

I said it without thinking.

And that’s a sin in itself,
To comment and to think not,
As such I must say,

I owe an apology to thought.

A pair of eyes and ears,
Does not betray us so,
As does a single tongue,
Much mischief does it do.

To speak without a mind,
Is an antisocial deed,
Hence to the society too,
Should my apology plead.
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Society is our part,
And we as its part live,
For it should we form,

And to it should we give.

Work for the benefit of others,
Is what my life tells,
But what I feel is, I owe,
An apology to life itself.

The outer covering of man,
Smells his heart onion.
But the innest peel of each,
Like mine must wish have one.

To grow some flowers for others,
Save them from winds and crushes,
As I wish unfruitfully,

I owe an apology to wishes.

I am sorry to have opposed you,
Ashamed of the empty head,
Lament to form this society,

Of wishes I am in debt.

We are sent here with aims,
Work is life’s substance,
My life’s futility makes me,
Apologize to my very existence.
21-01-1983
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And Now I Go

(Dedicated to my college and teachers)

Here you stand O silent building.
Here I stop on my long long journey,
An enlightening radiance is around you,
No silent place are you for me.

I've communicated with you I feel,
Grumbled to you, consoled by you,
You taught me and I learned from you,
Excited by you, controlled by you.

To your rooms I came as a fool,
In your chairs I sat to brood,
Here I wisened my little thoughts,
Here I sharpened my brain crude.

You gave me inspiration to work,
You told me the motives of life,
You made a human out of me,
You sharpened the stone with a knife.

I found the friends to share happiness,
Found the adults to show me the way,
All my arguments were patiently heard,
My problems calmly solved away.

Oh, I got so much from you,
How can I tell you what is it?
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Can I ever repay in any way?
Happy be my soul if I did even a bit.

Today I go forever from you,
How much it means if only you knew,
So many come to you every year,
But for me there is only you.

I came here feeling so confused,
I had indeed a lost reason,
I go out feeling confident and sure,
I am certainly a better person.

I wish I could stay on and on,
But moving on is essential for living,
It is only your greatness,

You stand there forever giving.

Looking at you with more admiration,
And the people with more respect,
Had you not been there for me,
My soul and mind who would then connect?
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Who would have been my guiding star?
Who would have been my warming sun?
My imagination fails me when I ask,
What person would I have been then?
23-01-1983
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The incomplete story of.....
The Haunted House

The sound of our feet was the only one,
Matching our steps as we three went,
Into the dark, wide mouth of the night,
Suddenly the road came to be bent
To a house we had our eyes all glued,
From where he had left, he continued.

“Yonder you see that house in wrecks?
There he and I had stopped for a breath,
We had been running for a long way,
Behold that tree we stopped underneath.
For morning pleasure we had both gone,
Not a bird chirped, the moon still shone.”

“I know as much”, I said in low voice,

“What happened afterwards when you saw the house?”
We had heard the house was haunted from long,
Who went did not come, nor man, nor mouse,

He said he himself had seen a ghost there,

We believed not and now he had brought us here.
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My younger brother had the hold of my hand,
His heart a terror, my heart a tremble,
But on the surface we were one as fearless,
Fear and fearless were causing a jumble.

I tried uselessly to keep the terror out,
Hence the low tone, not the usual shout.

He sighed, with it my breath stopped,
He moved, with it I ceased to walk,
“Under the tree, sis, we stood a moment,
Loth to chat and scorn to talk,

And as I moved my head to the brick,

I sincerely believed my eyes to trick.

I imagine it now as first I heard a sound,
I heard it myself, I tell the truth,
There was my friend with me you know,
If you disbelieve me, you ask the youth,
I heard and saw from under the tree,
“And I heard, Oh I heard, and what did I see?”

“What did you see?” I could not ask,

My voice in my throat just strangled,
The trees were making the eeriest sounds,
I heard them and saw the branches dangled,
And All around me were closing the hills,
The cold windy night was sending chills.
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The long twisting road lay as a snake,
The devil in my mind was getting naughtier,
Conjuring up visions I did not like,
And yet, I tried, to smile at my brother,
To imply I wasn’t frightened by his words,
Although my internal fluttered like birds,

“At first”, he said, “I heard a groan,

As if some one laugh and tears mixed,
Then a zooming sound, I looked at my friend,
My surprise! I found his eyes transfixed,

I turned and saw a grinning man there,
He had no cheeks, his eye sockets bare.”

Zoom! Came the wind pulling my ears,
“Haaa”, it said and whistled and “Eeek”,
It danced along on the road to the hills,
Accompanying it was indeed my shriek,

I clutched at the younger, he clung for shelter,
I to him, he to me, we both to the elder.

We hid as if he would fight the ghost,
He in his turn laughed his fill,

Our senses were numb he laughed unheard,
“Fools,” said he, and laughed on still,
We hid, he laughed, he laughed, we hid,
Until our senses started to, a bit.
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Now I heard the laugh beside me,

And knew the wind had teased our nerves,
It had frightened us out of our wits,
Now it had vanished around the curves,
Again, the laugh, my heart burned,
With anger on my face, to face him I turned.
With anger I turned to face his laughter,
And told him he was no better than a ghost,

Our hearts had all but stopped in terror,
Indeed at night it was ghastly to boast,
“You laugh? You think we can’t go alone?
We're fearless,” though we were frightened to the bone.

“Come younger,” I said and started and jammed,
I started and stopped and started and froze,
In trees I was sure I discerned the witches,
From hills no doubt the giant horrors rose,
Turning, my eyes on the grinning brother fell,
At the time he was the grinning ghost himself.

“I am going back to him”, younger said,
Took leave and took my courage with it,
Now there were two ghosts grinning at me,
Yet I was loth to accept defeat.

“I am going”, I said, “I am going, going,”
Still they smiled and winked to the wind blowing.

..... Incomplete....
25-01-1983
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Wounded

A piece of soft clay,

Happy and contented,
Enjoying the elements,
Yielding and moulding,

Friendship’s aspirant,

Lets itself be pressed
By your two feet,
At the side of a high street,

You press and repress,
Extracting the last piece of softness,
Until it no more can friendship mock,
And turns it’s heart into a hardened rock.
But it does not move,

It is satisfied in it’s place,
Looks down upon you but with grace,
You don’t like that either,

This rock sits above you higher,
Even the wind around you is jealous,
It pulls and pushes against
Its new found strength,

Until at last defeated,

It rolls down anew,

And then you say,

It hits you.

05-10-1983
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For A Smile

Ilose again,
Again I have hopes,
Ilose again,

I pick a twig here,
I pluck a leaf there,

Mixing with the sweet scented earth,
I make a beflowered room,
Where dream gives birth to smiles,
Fathered by hope and
Delivered by optimism.

I prepare the baby cots
With the most delicate petals of the
Most beautiful flower.

On the stem sits the proud mother,
Not knowing that a wind is
Just starting outside.

Oh! To foresee,

That such tenderness
And such loving beauty
Will be destroyed.

And then to see it perish
In the unreasonable storm,

Oh to see the twigs of my dreamland,
Flying from me,

Oh to see my dreamlings
Hopelessly dying.
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One by one the loss of nurses,
One by one the breaking of cots,
Dream the miserable mother,
Hiding her little ones under her arm
Is running this way and that
Crying for help
But hope is not there
He is trying to save his first born,
Who needs sustenance.

From the mother who is not near.

This chaos I watch,
And know,
That I am losing again
Oh the storm! Why?

And now it has gone,
And I have lost again.
Where are the flowers?
Where are the twigs?
Where are the littles?
Where are the bigs?
Even the remnants are not there,
For me to bury them,
There even had not been time,
To give each one a name.
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Then,
Something in me,
My self,
My soul,
Tells me,
That I lose again but again I have hopes,
And I pick a twig here,
I pluck a leaf there,
On the sweet scented earth.
I make a beflowered cottage,
For my dreams,
For my hopes,
For my smiles.
22-11-1983
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There Are Faces I Love

There are some faces I love,
I want to kiss them,
And put my arms around
The necks they possess.
Only to know,

They have no necks at all,
No shoulders I can hang on,
No cheeks I can kiss.

In fact they are not faces at all,
Only masks,
Smiling and cold,

With just five senses,
Masks upon masks,
Masks yet upon masks.
Here, there and there,
With a different tilt
To every artful lip,

My love hangs in air,
Fluttering like a bird without nest,
Without food, without water, without rest,
Searching for a sixth and a seventh sense,
A face with feeling and understanding.
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Tomorrow, I know,
It will come back to me.
To conceal itself in my heart,
Not ever to come out again,
On seeing any face,
And then I will smile.
On gazing into the mirror.
And now finding there too,
Another face turned into a mask,
With masks upon masks,
And masks yet upon masks.
16-12-1983
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Love Flower

I once sowed a small seed of love,
Watered it, cared for it, waited for it.
Until it grew into a pretty bud,
Concealing a fragrant dimension in it,
Rising to reveal the rainbow within,
Shining with the moon’s serene smile,
Prancing with the stars impish twinkling
Humming and urging all with it to sing.
Until one day
A little more than half open
It ducked low to avoid,

Too near a nose
A hand too close,

Then started a long affair
Of wind, thunder and unfriendly lightening
The flower yet trying to postpone the fighting.
Smiled for them to ease down the anger
Sang a lullaby to drowse the canker
Yet the insects came to quarrel
With all the leaves leaving the laurel.
It started drying up inside
First the stem, then the sepals.
There still were the undefeated petals
With dew drops hiding the inner desert
Still the rainy rainbow hues
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Veiling the colurless barren emotions
Still the flying faint fragrance
The sad happiness, the demolishing creation
The dumb song,
But for how Long?
17-02-1984
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Tear of Broken Hopes

Tear of broken hopes
Soother do not leave me
A dreamless futureless heart
Needs your precious company

Be a kind loving pet
A true friend in distress
Be a very wifely wife
A rare faithful mistress.

Make my eyelids heavy
Let me fall asleep
Be a bed for my dreams
Soft and smooth and deep

Like a dame at her window
In my lash sit unspotted
Who fears crossing the bound
Lest return is not accepted.

Be an ever clever sleuth
Hiding documents and a chart
Be translucent to the world
Show nothing of my heart
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All this and much more
You are much more still
But if you come self pitying
Squeeze you out I will

Then will you slide my cheek
Tickle my nose, grace my lip
Bathe my chin, wash my neck
Into my heart you will dip.
17-09-1984
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Had I been Keats

I feel I understand your melancholy.
Sometimes I think my happiness would pass.
This moment would pass, what then?
This feeling would pass, what then?

Life will again be the same as before,
Or life will not always be the same.
Situations will change, what then?

Atmosphere will change, what then?

Sometimes I enjoy my thoughts so much
That a new thought brings a sharp pain again
When thoughts desert me, what then?
When the joy deserts me, what then?

Alaugh is short, a tear is small,
Meetings end, love’s ache satiates,
When excitement is gone, what then?
When novelty is gone, what then?

When the evening ends, what then?
When the day is spent, what then?
When the goals are achieved, what then?
When the life is lived, what then?
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I too could have written,
‘An ode to Melancholy
Had I been you, Keats,
Sometimes I feel I understand,
Your melancholy inside me.
22-09-1985
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