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“To the Youth of my Nation” 



 

  



 

Motive of Writing this Book 

The primary motive of writing this book is to change the 
mindset of Indian youth towards politics. 

This book is written to make young people understand that 
being a citizen in a democracy does not end with casting a 
vote once every five years. Voting is important, but it is only 
the beginning. A healthy democracy requires citizens who ask 
questions, demand accountability, understand policies, and 
stay engaged beyond elections. 

Another motive is to break the myth that politics requires a 
powerful background. History repeatedly shows that public 
support, goodwill, honesty, and consistency are stronger 
foundations than money or family lineage. Politics needs 
ordinary people with extraordinary integrity, people who 
understand society because they come from it. 

This book also aims to shift the focus from personal gain to 
public good. Democracy is not about what a leader gives to 
an individual, but about what policies and systems do for 
society as a whole. Roads, infrastructure, employment 
opportunities, education systems, healthcare, markets, and 
social stability are all political outcomes. When citizens fail to 
connect these with politics, they lose the ability to evaluate 
governments meaningfully. 

Another important motive is to address political laziness and 
frustration among youth. Many feel that “everyone is corrupt” 

and therefore participation is useless. This book challenges 

that logic. Escaping politics does not clean it, it only hands it 
over to those who misuse it. Real change begins when 

informed, ethical, and courageous citizens enter public life or 
at least actively shape it. 

Finally, this book is written with hope for a future where young 
Indians do not see politics as a curse, but as a responsibility, 



 

not as power, but as service not as manipulation, but as 
collective decision-making. Politics decides how we live, work, 
and coexist. Ignoring it is not neutrality, it is surrender. 

This book is an invitation to the youth of India to 

Understand politics. Question power. Participate consciously. 
And if needed, step into it because the future will be decided 
with or without we all.  



 

Preface 

In everyday conversations, the word politics is often used as 

an abuse. It is spoken with disgust, distrust, and distance. For 

many young people in India, politics has become something 

dirty, something to stay away from. The common belief is that 

politics is only for people with strong family backgrounds, 

money, muscle power, or influence. Middle-class youth are 

taught, directly or indirectly, that politics is not “their field.” 

“This book is written to change this belief.” 

Politics is not limited to taking an oath, winning elections, or 

sitting in Parliament or Assemblies. Politics is present in our 

daily lives, on the roads we walk on, the electricity we use, the 

jobs we get or don’t get, the price of food, the safety of 

women, the quality of education, and the opportunities 

available to us. Even choosing to stay silent or neutral is a 

political decision. 

Many citizens judge governments only through personal 

benefit “What did the leader do for me?” If a road is not built 

in front of their house or if they do not receive something 

directly, they conclude that the government has done nothing. 

They fail to see benifit in good policies, infrastructure, 

markets, public systems, and long-term decisions that shape 

society as a whole and benefits us all.  

Even voting, which is the most basic democratic right, has 

been reduced to a formality. Election day becomes a holiday 

rather than a responsibility. Many young citizens choose to 

stay at home, convinced that all politicians are the same and 

that their vote does not matter. In doing so, they unknowingly 

give space to exactly the kind of politics they dislike. 



 

This book argues one simple truth: 

If good people escape politics, bad politics will occupy it 

completely. 

Democracy does not survive on voting alone. It survives on 

awareness, questioning, participation, and accountability. 

This book is not about supporting any party or ideology. It is 

about reclaiming politics as a tool for public good and 

encouraging young Indians to see themselves not as helpless 

spectators, but as stakeholders in the future of the country. 
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1. 

Why Politics Matters 

In a democratic country where the public is the supreme 

power, politics matters deeply. We often consider politics as 

something distant, Rallies, elections, or parliaments, but in 

truth, politics is everywhere. It influences how we wake up in 

the morning, the kind of education we receive, the quality of 

roads we travel on, the water we drink, and the freedom we 

enjoy. Every aspect of our daily life is touched by political 

decisions, even if we don't consciously acknowledge it. 

Despite its importance, politics is either ignored, 

misunderstood, or vilified, especially among young people. 

Many feel that politics is a “dirty game,” unworthy of attention 

or involvement. This apathy is dangerous in a democracy. 

When the educated and informed masses withdraw from 

political participation, they leave the space for wrong kind of 

people to step in. Therefore, understanding and engaging 

with politics is not only important, it is a civic responsibility. 

The Everyday Nature of Politics 

From the moment you open your eyes in the morning, politics 

is at play. The electricity that powers your alarm clock is 

regulated by government policies. The milk you pour into your 

tea or coffee is part of an agricultural supply chain influenced 

by subsidies, taxes, and transportation infrastructure, all 

shaped by political choices. The road you take to school, 

college, or office is a product of public planning and budgets. 

The education you receive, the curriculum you follow, the fees 

you pay, all are influenced by government decisions. 
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Politics affects employment opportunities, social welfare 

schemes, medical facilities, women’s safety, internet 

regulation, and even cultural narratives through government 

funding and censorship laws. It decides how much tax we pay, 

who gets subsidies, how natural resources are distributed, 

and how laws are implemented. In essence, politics is not just 

about who becomes the next Prime Minister or Chief Minister, 

it is about how the country runs and how it affects every 

citizen’s life. 

Democracy is not just the right to vote once every five years. 

It is an ongoing process of participation. It is the ability to 

question, to criticize, to organize, and to demand 

accountability. If politics shapes our world, then participation 

in politics means shaping that world ourselves. 

India, the world's largest democracy, gives each citizen the 

right to vote, express opinions, protest peacefully, and form 

or join political parties. But rights without awareness can be 

dangerous. If citizens are unaware, uninformed, or 

indifferent, democracy becomes vulnerable to exploitation by 

those in power. 

A politically aware society is the strongest safeguard against 

tyranny and bad governance. When young people participate 

actively, by voting, debating, volunteering, organizing 

campaigns, or even simply staying informed, they ensure that 

democracy remains vibrant, responsive, and inclusive. 

Politics and the Youth: A Neglected Relationship 

One of the biggest paradoxes in Indian democracy is that the 

majority of its population is under 35, but this age group is 

largely absent from political leadership and active 

engagement. Youth are often discouraged from discussing 

politics at home or in educational institutions. They are told 

it’s too dirty, too complicated, or too dangerous. 
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This culture of silence or avoidance is harmful. When youth 

stay away from politics, they surrender their stake in decisions 

that will most affect their future, climate policies, job creation, 

digital rights, education reforms, healthcare access, and 

more. Without youth voices, politics remains stuck in old 

patterns of identity-based vote banks, caste calculations, and 

short-term populism. 

Imagine if more young people entered politics or engaged 

meaningfully with it. Imagine a Parliament where more 

members were under 40, more policies were designed 

keeping the aspirations of the next 30 years in mind, and 

more citizens felt represented not just in terms of caste or 

religion but ideas and values. 

Politics is not just about governance, it’s also about values. 

Every policy reflects a certain vision of society: Should 

education be privatized or accessible to all? Should health 

care be a right or a business? Should we build more jails or 

more schools? Should we focus on GDP growth or human 

happiness? 

When you engage with politics, you are also choosing the 

kind of world you want to live in. Do you want a society that 

is inclusive, fair, and progressive, or one that is divided, 

exploitative, and regressive? 

Politics gives us a framework to collectively shape our moral, 

economic, environmental, and cultural priorities. It forces us 

to ask the tough questions and find answers not just for 

ourselves but for the entire society. It is where idealism meets 

realism. 

The Dangers of Apathy 

There is a famous quote often attributed to Plato: “The price 

good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled 

by evil men.” When citizens disengage from politics, corrupt 
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and self-serving individuals thrive. Apathy gives birth to 

authoritarianism. Silence allows injustice to grow roots. 

We’ve seen time and again how indifferent societies have 

paid heavy prices, be it through communal violence, 

economic inequality, or institutional collapse. On the other 

hand, when people care, protest, and vote consciously, 

systems improve. Corrupt leaders are removed, better policies 

are adopted, and new voices emerge. 

A responsible democracy needs responsible citizens. 

Responsibility starts with awareness and leads to action. You 

cannot afford to be neutral or passive, especially in a country 

as dynamic and complex as India. 

We often say “Politics is dirty” and “All politicians are the 

same.” But if all good, sincere, intelligent people stay away, 

then how will this ever change? Politics needs good people as 

much as science needs smart researchers or business needs 

ethical leaders. 

We need honest politicians, yes, but we also need thoughtful 

voters, brave journalists, ethical bureaucrats, and active civil 

society members. Politics is not just about joining a party. It is 

about contributing wherever you are, by writing, by speaking, 

by voting, by questioning, or even by starting local change 

initiatives. 

If we want better politics, we must send better people into 

politics and also become better citizens ourselves. 

For too long, politics has been seen as a profession reserved 

for dynasties, criminals, or opportunists. But that perception is 

changing. Across the world and even in India, more young 

people, professionals, and social workers are entering politics 

to make a difference. 

Politics, at its best, is public service. It is the art of balancing 

multiple interests, listening to people, solving complex 
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problems, and improving lives. It is difficult, messy, and often 

thankless, but it is also noble, meaningful, and 

transformative. 

The country needs teachers, engineers, and doctors, but it 

also needs ethical politicians who can lead with courage, 

vision, and empathy. 

We need to create a new culture around politics, one that 

encourages debate, respects dissent, and values integrity. 

Politics should not divide us; it should help us resolve 

differences. We must reject hate speech, divisive propaganda, 

and fake news. Instead, we must promote issue-based 

politics, centered on jobs, education, health, justice, and the 

environment. 

Social media offers powerful tools for political engagement, 

but it must be used responsibly. Forwarding propaganda 

without verification, trolling those who disagree, or spreading 

fear only adds to the toxicity. Let us use our platforms to 

inform, unite, and inspire among us. 

Politics Matters Because - 

Politics matters because it is one of the most powerful 

expressions of patriotism. Loving your country is not about 

shouting slogans or waving flags on one day of the year. It is 

about working every day to make the country better, for 

everyone. 

Patriotism means questioning injustice, standing up for what’s 

right, and caring about those who have been left behind. It 

means paying attention, asking questions, and demanding 

better, not just for yourself but for the most marginalized 

Politics matters because it decides who gets what, when, and 

how. It decides the rules of the game. It affects every part of 

our lives, from the price of petrol to the quality of schools, 

from freedom of speech to justice for all. 
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As a young person, our involvement matters more than ever. 

The future of this country is being shaped now, in parliament, 

in state assemblies, in media, in courts, and even in the 

streets. You can either be a spectator or a participant. 

The choice is ours: to complain from the sidelines or to 

engage with courage. To follow blindly or to question boldly. 

To accept the world as it is or to fight for the world as it should 

be. 

Politics is not perfect, but it is necessary. And it is only when 

good, sincere, and conscious people care about politics that 

it becomes a force for good. 
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2. 

What Went Wrong: Why  

Politics Got a Negative Image 

Despite politics being central to our lives and democracy, the 

term itself often evokes negative emotions, corruption, 

manipulation, hypocrisy, violence, and power-hunger. Why 

did this happen? How did something meant for public service 

and nation-building become synonymous with deceit and 

division? 

To understand this, we need to explore the social, historical, 

and structural forces that contributed to the erosion of politics’ 

public image. 

1. Criminalization of Politics 

One of the biggest blows to the public image of politics is 

the entry of individuals with criminal backgrounds into 

mainstream political parties and institutions. According to 

several election analyses, many MPs and MLAs in India 

have serious criminal charges against them, ranging 

from fraud to murder. 

This criminalization has two major effects: it normalizes 

violence and intimidation in politics, and it erodes the 

moral authority of democratic institutions. When voters 

see goons becoming lawmakers and getting protection 

from prosecution, the message is clear, politics is no 

longer about public service, but muscle and money 

power. 
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2. Corruption and Scandals 

Repeated scams and corruption cases have further 

damaged the credibility of political leadership. Whether it 

was the Bofors scam, 2G spectrum scam, coal scam, or 

local-level bribes for tenders and jobs, each case 

deepened public distrust. 

For common people struggling with inflation, 

unemployment, or poor services, watching politicians live 

in luxury and escape legal consequences fuels the 

perception that politics is rigged in favor of the powerful. 

This sense of betrayal leads to widespread political 

apathy. 

3. Vote Bank Politics and Division 

Instead of uniting people, many political leaders have 

used identity-based politics, caste, religion, region, and 

language, as tools to divide and rule. While 

representation of diverse groups in power is important, 

the misuse of identity for short-term electoral gains has 

damaged the spirit of unity and democratic fairness. 

Vote bank politics reduces citizens to vote counts. It 

rewards loyalty over merit, rhetoric over substance. When 

politicians focus only on appeasing specific groups rather 

than addressing real issues like education, health, or 

employment, people start losing faith in the system. 

4. Political Dynasties and Nepotism 

In a healthy democracy, leadership should emerge from 

the grassroots, based on talent and public trust. But in 

India, many political parties have turned into family-run 

businesses. Sons and daughters of leaders are given 

tickets and top posts, regardless of their qualifications or 

experience.This culture of dynastic politics alienates 

talented and motivated young people from entering the 

political field. It sends a message that politics is not about 

service or ideas, it’s about inheritance and privilege. 
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5. Media Sensationalism and Negative Focus 

While media plays a crucial role in exposing wrongdoing, 

it also tends to highlight the worst aspects of politics, 

corruption, fights, personal attacks, while ignoring the 

positive stories. The constant cycle of shouting matches 

on news debates and hate-filled commentary has created 

a toxic public atmosphere. 

The image of a politician today is shaped more by 

memes, TRP-driven news, and social media outrage than 

by nuanced understanding. This shallow portrayal fuels 

disillusionment and further weakens public trust. 

6. Lack of Political Education 

Most schools and colleges do not include serious political 

education in their curriculum. As a result, young people 

grow up with little understanding of how government 

works, how laws are made, or how they can participate 

beyond voting. 

This ignorance makes citizens more vulnerable to 

manipulation, propaganda, and disempowerment. It 

also contributes to the belief that “politics is not for us”, 

it’s only for those who are already rich, powerful, or 

influential. 

7. Bureaucratic Inertia and Poor Governance 

Often, people don’t differentiate between politics and 

administration. When public services fail, poor sanitation, 

potholes, police brutality, they blame "politicians" even 

when the problem lies in administrative inefficiency or 

systemic inertia. 

This confusion merges the image of the politician with 

that of the entire machinery, making citizens feel helpless 

and frustrated with the entire democratic setup. 



10 

Politics Gained Negative Image Because 

Politics gained a negative image not because politics itself is 

inherently bad, but because we allowed it to be hijacked by 

people with narrow interests and unchecked power. When 

good people stayed silent, unethical people took over the 

space. 

The result is a cycle of distrust, citizens lose faith in politicians, 

withdraw from participation, and that vacuum is filled by 

those who exploit the system for personal gain. This is why 

reclaiming politics matters. 

The real antidote to bad politics is not indifference, it is more 

engagement, more education, and more ethical 

participation. We must remember: the problem is not with 

politics itself. The problem is with the way we’ve allowed 

politics to be practiced. 
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3. 

The Price of Power: How  

Money Rules Modern Politics 

In theory, democracy is meant to be the rule of the people, by 

the people, and for the people. But in reality, modern 

democracy often ends up being the rule of the rich, by the 

rich, and for the rich. The first and perhaps the biggest 

challenge that today’s politics faces is the dominance of 

money power. It has quietly but powerfully changed how 

politics functions, who can participate in it, and even what 

decisions get made once someone comes to power. 

For a common man with dreams of serving society or bringing 

real change, politics looks like a distant mountain - majestic 

but unreachable. The first wall that appears in front of them 

is money. Campaigns require funds for posters, rallies, digital 

promotions, logistics, travel, volunteers, and, unfortunately, 

even to “influence” certain votes or opinions. Parties expect 

candidates to bring their own financial backup. In many 

cases, tickets are virtually “sold” to those who can pay for 

them or promise to invest heavily during elections. For an 

ordinary citizen who may have the will and talent to lead, this 

financial burden becomes the first disqualification. 

The rise of money in politics has changed the very purpose of 

leadership. For many wealthy entrants, politics becomes less 

of a service and more of an investment. They spend crores to 

win an election, expecting a return through corruption, 

favoritism, and misuse of public resources. Public office 

becomes a marketplace, and the citizen becomes the 

customer who pays the price, not in money, but in 

compromised development, poor governance, and lost trust. 
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Let’s think about it simply: if someone spends ₹10 crore to 

win an election, what are they likely to do after winning? Serve 

selflessly, or recover their investment? The answer is obvious 

and troubling. This “business model” of politics turns 

democracy into a cycle of exploitation. The ones who can 

afford to buy influence continue to rise, while the honest and 

capable are pushed to the sidelines. 

This money-driven culture also affects decision-making once 

leaders are in power. Policy choices often tilt toward corporate 

donors, big industrialists, and wealthy lobbyists who funded 

the campaigns. In this way, money doesn’t just influence 

elections, it shapes laws, policies, and even the direction of 

national development. From mining approvals to 

infrastructure contracts, from media ownership to digital 

propaganda, wealth has a seat at every table where decisions 

are made. 

What makes this situation even worse is the role of media and 

digital advertising. Political parties now spend massive sums 

on image-building, branding, and emotional manipulation. 

The age of social media has made propaganda cheaper and 

more powerful. Algorithms amplify what grabs attention not 

necessarily what is true. Political advertisements are carefully 

crafted to sell emotions, not ideas. The voter is no longer 

treated as a thinking citizen, but as a consumer of slogans 

and symbols. 

This financial control has a psychological effect too. It 

discourages young people from even dreaming about a 

career in politics. Many youth see politics as a dirty, corrupt, 

and elitist space. They believe only those with wealth or family 

connections can succeed. This perception though not always 

entirely true, keeps talented, ethical young minds away from 

public life, creating a leadership vacuum. 

However, all is not lost. New movements and young leaders 

around the world are beginning to challenge this old order. 
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Crowdfunding, digital campaigns, and social accountability 

platforms are giving a small but significant push to the idea 

that politics can still belong to the people. In India too, there 

are independent candidates and local heroes who win with 

honesty, ground work, and genuine connection to their 

communities. They prove that while money can influence, it 

cannot entirely define democracy. 

Still, for politics to truly represent people, the system must 

change. Election finance reform is essential. Political funding 

must become transparent, every rupee collected and spent 

should be visible to the public. Public financing of elections, 

limits on campaign expenditure, and strict auditing of party 

accounts can make politics more open and accessible. 

Moreover, voters themselves need to demand accountability 

not just from leaders, but from the system that breeds 

inequality. 

Money is not evil by itself, it’s a tool. The problem begins when 

that tool becomes the master. When wealth becomes the entry 

ticket to power, democracy begins to fade. The true price of 

money power is not paid in rupees or dollars, it’s paid in the 

erosion of public faith, in the silence of honest citizens, and in 

the shrinking space for truth and integrity. 

Politics was never meant to be a playground of privilege. It 

was meant to be the voice of the common man. And for that 

voice to be heard again, the walls built by money must be 

broken brick by brick, by the courage and participation of 

people who still believe that service, not wealth, should be the 

foundation of leadership. 
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4. 

Politics as a Family Business: The 

Crisis of Dynasty and Privilege 

When democracy was born in India, it promised equality not 

just in rights, but in opportunities. Every citizen was told that 

they could rise as far as their talent, vision, and service could 

take them. But decades later, we stand at a point where 

politics increasingly looks less like a democracy and more like 

a family enterprise. The political map of our country and 

much of the world is filled with dynasties, where power passes 

not through performance, but through bloodlines. 

In the early years of independence, politics was driven by 

sacrifice. Many leaders had spent their youth in jails, fighting 

for freedom and justice. Their children saw politics as a 

burden, not a birthright. But over time, as politics became a 

comfortable path to wealth and prestige, families started to 

treat power like inherited property. The result? We now have 

sons, daughters, and even grandchildren of former leaders 

occupying key positions not always because they earned it, 

but because they inherited it. 

It’s not hard to notice this pattern. From Parliament to state 

assemblies, from national parties to local ones, surnames 

often carry more weight than credentials. Political parties, like 

royal courts, have their own “princes” and “princesses” 

waiting to inherit the throne. What used to be the kingdom of 

kings has now become the empire of families. 

This dynasty culture damages democracy in several ways. 

First, it kills meritocracy. When tickets and party posts are 

distributed based on family ties, deserving grassroots workers 
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are ignored. The local leader who spent years working in 

villages, solving people’s problems, and building public trust 

often finds himself sidelined. The candidate chosen instead is 

someone who has done little for the people but carries a 

famous last name. This discourages young people who want 

to join politics on the strength of hard work and ideas. 

Second, dynasty politics creates a sense of entitlement among 

leaders. Many of them grow up believing they deserve power 

simply because of who they are, not what they’ve done. This 

weakens their connection with the people and makes them 

view politics as a status symbol rather than a responsibility. 

They may talk about poverty in speeches, but they’ve never 

experienced it. They may promise change, but they’ve never 

struggled for it. This distance between the ruler and the ruled 

is dangerous in a democracy. 

Third, it also breeds corruption and nepotism. When one 

family dominates a party, loyalty becomes more important 

than capability. Party workers start serving individuals instead 

of ideals. Decisions are made not in the interest of the people, 

but in the interest of the family. Over time, the line between 

public and personal wealth blurs. Family members control 

party funds, tickets, and key portfolios creating an ecosystem 

where accountability disappears. 

Dynasty politics isn’t only about one party or one country. It’s 

a global issue. From the Kennedys and Bushes in the United 

States to the Bhuttos in Pakistan, the Gandhis in India, and 

many others across Asia, Africa, and Latin America politics 

has been treated like an heirloom. The tragedy is that while 

monarchies at least admitted they were not democratic, 

dynastic democracies pretend they are. 

For a young person observing all this, the message is 

demoralizing: Why work hard if someone else will always 

have the inside track? This mindset pushes talented youth 

away from public life, and the result is a leadership vacuum 
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filled with mediocrity. We then start believing that politics 

cannot change that it will always remain corrupt and 

inherited. But this belief itself becomes a chain that keeps us 

from breaking the system. 

However, every cycle can be broken and history shows us 

how. In many countries, new political movements have 

emerged that challenge dynastic control. In India too, we’ve 

seen examples where ordinary people teachers, activists, 

lawyers, social workers have entered politics and won hearts 

through honesty and dedication. They remind us that while 

surnames may open doors, it’s substance that keeps them 

open. 

For this change to become stronger, political parties need 

inner democracy. Leadership must come through elections 

within the party, not through selection by families. Ticket 

distribution should be based on public service record, not 

personal lineage. Youth wings must empower ordinary 

students and activists, not serve as grooming schools for 

political heirs. 

But structural reform alone is not enough. Society itself must 

evolve. We, as voters, must stop glorifying surnames and start 

rewarding sincerity. Often, we too are guilty, we cheer famous 

faces, attend their rallies, and treat them like celebrities. 

Politics then becomes a spectacle, not a service. The real 

change begins when we start asking, What has this person 

done for me, for my community, for my country? instead of 

Whose son or daughter is he or she? 

There is also a deeper psychological reason dynasty politics 

survives: it provides comfort. Voters often prefer familiar 

faces, even if they’ve failed before, because they fear the 

unknown. Parties exploit this sentiment cleverly, projecting 

dynastic successors as “continuation of legacy.” But a legacy 

is not inherited, it is earned, every single day. 
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The youth of today must challenge this narrative. Democracy 

should not be about inheritance but about initiative. Imagine 

if the great reformers, freedom fighters, and innovators of the 

past had waited for permission from their families to act the 

world would never have changed. Similarly, the next 

generation of political leaders must rise not from the womb 

of privilege but from the heart of public service. 

Not every dynast is incompetent. Some do good work, 

connect with people, and perform well. The problem is not 

with individuals, but with the system of automatic inheritance 

that denies equal opportunity. The true test of democracy is 

not how many families rule, but how many ordinary citizens 

get the chance to rise. 

If we truly want politics to be about people, not pedigrees, we 

must restore faith in merit, transparency, and inner-party 

democracy. Let the best minds and most dedicated hearts 

lead regardless of their surname or background. The future 

of democracy depends on whether we continue to worship 

family trees or nurture new roots. 

Politics is not a family business. It’s a national responsibility. 

The sooner we realize this, the closer we move towards a 

system where leadership is earned, not inherited and where 

every young person, regardless of family or fortune, can 

dream of changing the world through the power of public 

service. 

The Divided Society: Polarization and the Loss of Common 

Purpose 

If money and dynasty have corrupted the system from within, 

polarization is the disease that’s dividing it from outside. 

In a healthy democracy, people may disagree and that’s 

perfectly fine. Debate, dissent, and diversity are signs of life 

in a political system. But when disagreement turns into hatred, 

and when citizens begin to see one another not as fellow 
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humans but as enemies defined by caste, religion, language, 

or ideology, democracy begins to rot from the roots. 

Today, politics has mastered the art of dividing people to rule 

them. Polarization has become a strategy, not an accident. 

It’s easier to win votes by triggering emotions than by 

presenting ideas. The sad truth is - It works. It’s far simpler to 

say “They are your enemy” than to explain a complex 

economic plan. As a result, identity politics based on caste, 

community, religion, and region has become the easiest 

shortcut to power. 

We see this play out every election season. Parties craft 

speeches and slogans not to unite, but to inflame. Leaders 

talk more about temples, mosques, and castes than about 

schools, hospitals, or jobs. Voters, overwhelmed by fear or 

pride, often fall into the trap. The result is that discussions 

about real issues i.e. unemployment, poverty, infrastructure, 

climate, health, and education fade into the background. We 

become emotional voters, not rational ones. 

Polarization thrives on our insecurities. It feeds on the “us vs. 

them” mentality. In villages, it may be caste; in cities, religion 

or ideology. Even nationalism, when twisted, can become a 

tool of division. True patriotism means loving your country 

enough to question what’s wrong in it. But hyper-nationalism 

often demands blind support for those in power, silencing 

criticism in the name of unity. When nationalism becomes 

intolerant, it stops being love for the nation and becomes a 

shield for injustice. 

Social media has made polarization sharper and faster. 

Once upon a time, propaganda needed newspapers, rallies, 

or radio. Now it only needs a smartphone. Fake news spreads 

like wildfire. A small rumor or a misleading photo can spark 

riots, destroy reputations, and influence millions. What’s 

worse is that technology especially artificial intelligence has 
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made manipulation terrifyingly easy. Deepfake videos and AI-

generated posts can make it impossible to distinguish truth 

from fiction. Politics is no longer just fought in streets or 

parliaments it’s fought in WhatsApp groups and Twitter 

threads. 

Young people, who should have been the most progressive 

force, often fall victim to these tactics. Emotional videos, 

communal memes, and selective facts create echo chambers 

where we only hear what confirms our beliefs. We stop 

listening to others. We stop asking questions. And once we 

stop questioning, democracy begins to suffocate. 

The idea of unity in diversity was not a slogan, it was a survival 

principle. Our nation was built on the belief that multiple 

truths can coexist, that we can pray differently and still live 

together. But the politics of hate threatens that very 

foundation. A divided society cannot progress because it 

wastes its energy fighting itself. 

The antidote to polarization is not silence, it’s dialogue. 

We must learn again to talk, to listen, and to agree to 

disagree. The youth of today need to reclaim politics as a 

space for ideas, not identities. Universities, social media, and 

public platforms should become arenas of debate, not 

battlefields of abuse. Only when we see people as human 

beings before seeing them as Hindus, Muslims, Yadavs, 

Brahmins, or Dalits can we rebuild the moral spine of our 

politics. 

Ultimately, the power to end polarization lies with the voter, 

with us. The day we start voting for competence instead of 

community, for compassion instead of caste, for ideas instead 

of ideology, politics will automatically clean itself. 

Because politicians divide only when we allow ourselves to be 

divided. 
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The real patriot today is not the one who shouts slogans, but 

the one who refuses to be manipulated, the one who votes for 

reason, justice, and humanity. That is the spirit of democracy 

our generation must revive. 

Global Challenges: Climate Change, Artificial Intelligence, 

and the Future of Democracy 

Politics was once about local roads, schools, and water 

supply. Today, it’s about survival - survival of the planet, of 

truth, and of human dignity. The challenges of the 21st 

century are no longer confined to borders. Climate change, 

artificial intelligence, and global inequality are rewriting the 

rules of politics and forcing every nation to rethink what 

leadership means. 

Let’s begin with climate change, the most urgent and 

universal threat. 

For decades, we treated it like a distant problem, something 

that would affect future generations. But the truth is, the future 

has already arrived. Melting glaciers, deadly floods, 

unpredictable monsoons, and suffocating heatwaves are no 

longer warnings; they are our reality. Villages are drying up, 

cities are drowning, and millions are being displaced. Yet, 

political debates often treat climate as a side issue, a 

paragraph in a manifesto, not a national priority. 

Why? Because the benefits of climate action are long-term, 

while politics has become short-term. 

A leader wants to win the next election, not save the next 

century. And saving the planet requires tough choices, cutting 

pollution, regulating industries, changing habits. These 

decisions are unpopular in the short run, so most politicians 

avoid them. But ignoring climate change is like ignoring a fire 

in your own house because you’re busy repainting the walls. 
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The youth must make climate politics unavoidable. When 

young people speak up, the world listens. Global movements 

led by students from Greta Thunberg’s climate strikes to local 

environmental campaigns have shown that politics can no 

longer run away from science. 

In our country, protecting rivers, forests, and sustainable 

agriculture must become mainstream political issues. We 

need leaders who understand that economic progress and 

environmental protection are not enemies, but partners. 

The second global challenge is Artificial Intelligence (AI), a 

silent revolution changing everything from jobs to justice. 

AI has immense potential to improve human life, from 

diagnosing diseases to predicting disasters but it also holds 

immense danger when placed in the wrong hands. In politics, 

AI can become a tool of manipulation. Deepfake videos, 

voice cloning, and algorithmic bias can destroy reputations 

and mislead voters. We are entering an era where we might 

see and hear things that never actually happened. The line 

between truth and illusion is blurring. 

Political parties are already using AI to micro-target voters, 

analyzing their fears, interests, and habits to craft 

personalized propaganda. While technology can make 

governance more efficient, it can also make manipulation 

more precise. The question is not just “Can we build it?” but 

“Should we use it this way?” 

Young people must become digital citizens, not digital slaves. 

Understanding technology, questioning narratives, verifying 

sources, and resisting misinformation are modern forms of 

patriotism. In the age of AI, awareness is power. The next 

generation of leaders must learn to balance innovation with 

ethics, development with dignity. 
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These challenges climate change and AI show that modern 

politics cannot survive on slogans alone. It must evolve from 

populism to problem-solving. Leadership today requires 

scientific temperament, moral courage, and global 

awareness. The issues of tomorrow will not be solved by 

shouting louder but by thinking deeper. 

Finally, we must talk about hope because without it, politics 

becomes cynicism. 

Yes, politics today is full of corruption, nepotism, and 

manipulation. But it is also full of potential. Never before have 

we had so many educated, informed, and passionate young 

citizens. Never before have we had such powerful tools to 

organize, question, and create change. The system looks dark 

because we are standing outside it. The day we walk in with 

honesty, energy, and empathy - it will begin to shine. 

The future of democracy depends on whether young people 

choose silence or participation. If we leave politics to the 

corrupt, it will remain corrupt. But if we enter it with 

conscience, it will slowly heal. Change in politics is never 

sudden, it’s gradual, like dawn. But dawn always begins with 

someone deciding to light a lamp. 

Let that lamp be lit by us, the youth who still believe that 

politics is not the problem, but the solution. 

Because at the end of the day, politics is not about power. It 

is about purpose, the purpose of creating a society where truth 

matters, equality prevails, and humanity triumphs. 

Modern politics is standing at a crossroads. One path leads 

to division, greed, and destruction. The other leads to 

integrity, inclusion, and sustainability. The choice will not be 

made by leaders alone, it will be made by citizens, especially 

the young. 

Money power can be defeated by transparency. 
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Dynasty politics can be replaced by merit. 

Polarization can be healed by dialogue. 

Climate change can be fought with responsibility. 

And AI can be guided by ethics. 

The problems are real, but so is the power of people. 

Politics mirrors society that is when we change, it will change. 

The next revolution in politics will not be fought on battlefields, 

but in minds, in how we think, question, and choose. The 

future belongs to those who believe that democracy is not just 

a system, but a shared dream, a dream worth saving, and a 

fight worth fighting. 
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5. 

Inspiration from India  

and Abroad 

Every generation of young people has a unique power to 

change the world. They're often seen as dreamers or rebels, 

a little out of touch with the way things are "supposed to be." 

But it's exactly that fiery idealism and refusal to accept injustice 

that has toppled empires and sparked revolutions throughout 

history. They don't want change tomorrow or someday, they 

demand it now. 

Across India and the world, whenever things have become 

unbearable, young people and students have been the first to 

take to the streets. Their courage lights the fuse for bigger 

movements, and their creativity offers new ways to protest, 

whether through secret pamphlets during the freedom 

struggle or digital hashtags in the age of smartphones. 

Today, with the rise of the internet, the energy of youth has 

found a whole new way to make its voice heard. Online 

activism, viral videos, and digital petitions have completely 

transformed how movements gain momentum. From the 

#MeToo movement to local protests and global climate 

strikes, this generation has redefined what resistance looks 

like. 

Let's take a look at how Indian youth have shaped history, 

from the sacrifices of Bhagat Singh to the student-led 

resistance against the Emergency, and from the anti-

corruption movement to the nationwide Nirbhaya protests. 

The story of India's democracy can't be told without 

recognizing the immense power of its young people. 
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Young People as Society's Conscience 

Young people aren't weighed down by old compromises. 

They don't have the patience for half-truths or partial justice, 

and this impatience is a strength, not a weakness. While older 

generations might settle into a comfortable routine, the youth 

question the very foundation of the system. Their voices might 

sound radical, but without that radical energy, society would 

stagnate. 

The 21st century has added a new layer: digital engagement. 

Unlike previous generations that relied on pamphlets or 

rallies, today's youth can reach millions with a single tweet, a 

short video, or a hashtag campaign. Social media amplifies 

their influence far beyond their physical numbers. A protest in 

Delhi can find support from students in New York, London, or 

Tokyo within a matter of hours. 

Platforms like Facebook, Twitter (now X), and Instagram have 

become powerful tools of resistance. Online petitions on 

Change.org allow students to pressure governments and 

corporations, while viral videos documenting injustice awaken 

the conscience of millions. What a pamphlet did for a single 

city in Bhagat Singh's time, a tweet can now do for the entire 

world. 

The digital revolution hasn't just empowered young people, 

it's made them impossible to ignore. Governments might be 

able to shrug off a rally, but it's much harder to ignore global 

hashtags that trend for weeks. The balance of power has 

shifted, and it's in favor of the young. 

Youth in the Freedom Struggle 

You can't talk about Indian youth activism without 

remembering the young revolutionaries who fought for 

freedom. 
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Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru 

Bhagat Singh was only 23 when he was executed, but his 

name is forever etched in the hearts of Indians. Along with 

Sukhdev and Rajguru, he showed the ultimate courage: to 

give up one's life for a cause greater than oneself. For him, 

freedom wasn't just about political independence; it was 

about liberation from inequality and exploitation. 

The trio's famous act of throwing harmless bombs in the 

Central Legislative Assembly wasn't about violence. It was a 

dramatic performance meant to wake up a nation that was 

sleeping. They shouted "Inquilab Zindabad" (Long Live the 

Revolution) not to destroy but to bring about a new beginning. 

Their martyrdom shook the British and filled young Indians 

with revolutionary fire. 

Chandra Shekhar Azad 

Known as Bhagat Singh’s mentor, Chandra Shekhar Azad 

was the personification of fearless resistance. At just 15, he 

was arrested for participating in Gandhi's Non-Cooperation 

movement and proudly declared his name as "Azad" (which 

means "free"). He lived up to his name, vowing never to be 

captured alive. In 1931, when he was surrounded by police, 

he fought until his last bullet, then shot himself rather than 

surrender. 

Azad's life shows the restless spirit of young people who would 

rather die free than live in chains. His story inspired countless 

young men and women to join the freedom struggle. 

Together, these revolutionaries prove a point: it was the youth, 

not the elders, who gave the freedom movement its fire. 

Student Leadership in Gandhi's Movements 

While the revolutionaries represented a fiery resistance, 

Gandhi's movements were about disciplined, non-violent 

mass mobilization. But even here, young people were at the 

forefront. 
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During the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920, 22), 

thousands of students walked out of government schools and 

colleges. They chose to study in nationalist institutions instead, 

a direct challenge to the colonial authorities. 

In the Quit India Movement of 1942, young people formed 

the backbone of the underground networks. With Gandhi and 

other leaders in prison, students often organized protests, 

distributed pamphlets, and kept the flame of resistance 

burning. Aruna Asaf Ali, though a little older, became known 

as the "Grand Old Lady of Independence" after she hoisted 

the Congress flag at Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay, 

inspiring students across the nation. 

Whether through non-violent discipline or revolutionary 

defiance, youth were the driving force behind the freedom 

movement. 

The JP Movement and the Emergency 

Fast forward to the 1970s. India was now independent, but 

its democracy was facing a new test. Frustration over 

corruption, inflation, and disillusionment with the government 

was growing. It was in this climate that the Nav Nirman 

Movement in Gujarat (1974) and the Bihar student protests 

gained momentum. 

Once again, students took center stage. Their protests caught 

the attention of Jayaprakash Narayan, or JP, who became the 

moral voice of the resistance. The JP Movement quickly 

became a nationwide campaign against corruption and 

authoritarianism. 

When Indira Gandhi declared the Emergency in 1975, 

suspending civil liberties and arresting opposition leaders, 

students risked imprisonment and torture to keep the 

resistance alive. They created underground newspapers, held 

secret meetings, and organized campus mobilizations to 
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ensure democracy wasn't completely extinguished. Their 

courage ensured that when the Emergency ended in 1977, 

democracy came back stronger than ever. 

The Anti-Corruption Movement of 2011, 12 

Decades later, corruption again became the rallying cry for 

young people. In 2011, activist Anna Hazare began a hunger 

strike to demand the passing of the Jan Lokpal Bill. What 

started as a small protest in Delhi quickly turned into a 

national movement, largely thanks to the participation of 

young people. 

Armed with smartphones, Facebook, and Twitter, students 

spread the message faster than any traditional media could. 

Within days, protest sites across the country were filled with 

young people waving the Indian flag and demanding 

accountability. 

This movement was a major turning point in Indian activism. 

It showed the power of digital mobilization. Hashtags trended 

daily, live-streams connected activists with millions, and 

young Indians who were once considered "apolitical" 

suddenly became the driving force of political conversations. 

While the Lokpal Bill wasn't passed in its original form, the 

movement proved the power of peaceful, youth-driven mass 

mobilization in the digital age. 

The Nirbhaya Protests of 2012 

If the Anna Hazare movement was about corruption, the 

Nirbhaya protests of 2012 were about dignity, safety, and 

justice. After the brutal gang rape of a young woman in Delhi, 

the city exploded with rage, and the entire country rose in 

solidarity. 

Once again, it was young people, especially students, who 

led the charge. They gathered at India Gate and Raisina Hill, 
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defying police barricades and water cannons. Social media 

amplified their voices, spreading the cry for justice across the 

nation. Hashtags, posts, and online campaigns ensured the 

issue couldn't be silenced. 

The protests forced the government to act, leading to the 

Justice Verma Committee recommendations and stricter laws 

on sexual violence. But beyond legal changes, the movement 

sparked a cultural shift. Conversations about gender, 

consent, and women’s safety moved from the fringes into the 

mainstream. It was a powerful reminder that youth 

movements aren't just about politics, they're about the soul of 

society. 

The Digital Revolution and a New Activism 

Today’s youth inherit the legacy of Bhagat Singh, JP, and the 

Nirbhaya protesters, but their main battleground is 

increasingly digital. Smartphones are their weapons, and 

hashtags are their slogans. 

From global movements like Fridays for Future (climate 

strikes) to Indian campaigns for net neutrality, students are 

using the internet to fight battles that were once fought only 

on the streets. Digital petitions on platforms like Change.org 

have pressured governments and companies to act on 

everything from environmental protection to workplace 

harassment. Viral videos documenting injustice have forced 

accountability in ways traditional media sometimes couldn't. 

This doesn't mean street protests have disappeared. On the 

contrary, digital activism often fuels physical protests, 

ensuring larger participation. The online and offline worlds 

are no longer separate; they are two sides of the same coin. 
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Conclusion: The Future Belongs to the Young 

History makes it clear: young people aren't just participants in 

social change; they are often the ones who start it. They bring 

courage when others hesitate, creativity when others conform, 

and idealism when others compromise. 

From the martyrdom of Bhagat Singh to the hunger strikes of 

Anna Hazare's supporters, from student protests during the 

Emergency to the digital campaigns of today, the message is 

consistent: youth power can change history. 

As India faces new challenges, like climate change, 

unemployment, and digital misinformation, the role of young 

people will only grow. Their ability to adapt, mobilize, and 

speak truth to power makes them the most potent force for 

transformation. 
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6. 

Power of Education: How Educated 

Youth Become the Real Strength  

of Democracy 

Education - The Foundation of Democratic Awareness 

In every generation, a nation silently places its hopes on its 

youth. History shows that whenever societies have 

transformed themselves politically, economically, or morally, 

it was the educated youth who stood at the centre of that 

transformation. Education does not merely add degrees to an 

individual; it reshapes the way a citizen thinks, questions, and 

participates in public life. In a democracy, this transformation 

becomes even more powerful, because education turns 

passive subjects into active stakeholders. 

For a country like ours, where democracy is not just a system 

of governance but a lived daily experience, the role of 

educated youth becomes crucial. Democracy does not survive 

only through elections; it survives through awareness, 

accountability, participation, and responsibility. Educated 

youth understand this distinction instinctively. They know that 

voting is not the end of democracy, it is only the beginning. 

An educated young citizen does not approach politics with 

blind loyalty or inherited opinions. Instead, education 

introduces them to ideas, institutions, and the deeper 

meaning of governance. They learn how laws are made, why 

policies exist, and how state decisions affect everyday life. This 

understanding changes the relationship between the citizen 

and the state. The government is no longer seen as a distant 
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authority but as a constitutional body answerable to the 

people. 

One of the most important strengths of educated youth is their 

ability to ask questions. In a healthy democracy, questions are 

not a sign of opposition; they are a sign of engagement. 

Educated youth do not ask questions to disrupt the system but 

to improve it. They demand clarity in governance, 

transparency in policy-making, and accountability in 

leadership. When a government is questioned intelligently, it 

is compelled to perform better not out of fear, but out of 

responsibility. 

This questioning spirit is deeply connected to education. 

Education teaches how to differentiate between information 

and propaganda, between policy and promise, and between 

intention and outcome. An uneducated or poorly informed 

voter may vote based on emotion alone, but an educated 

voter combines emotion with reason. They still feel deeply for 

the nation, but their patriotism is guided by understanding 

rather than impulse. 

Educated youth also understand the power of their vote 

beyond the ballot box. They know that democracy is not a 

one-day affair conducted every five years. It is a continuous 

process that requires monitoring, feedback, and civic 

participation. From engaging in public discussions to 

participating in student politics, from understanding budget 

allocations to debating national priorities, educated youth 

remain actively involved in democratic life. 

Education Enhances Voters to Become Partners in 

Governance 

Education also equips youth to understand public policy in 

depth. Policies are often complex documents filled with legal 

language and economic reasoning. Without education, 

policies appear distant and irrelevant. But educated youth 
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learn to decode these policies and evaluate their impact. They 

understand how education policies affect access and quality, 

how economic reforms influence employment, and how social 

policies shape inclusion and justice. 

More importantly, educated youth know how to benefit from 

policies not in a selfish manner, but in a constructive way. 

Scholarships, skill-development programs, startup incentives, 

digital governance initiatives, and employment schemes are 

all designed to empower citizens. Educated youth are better 

positioned to access these opportunities, implement them 

effectively, and multiply their impact within society. When one 

educated individual benefits from a policy, they often become 

a bridge for others to benefit as well. 

This is where educated youth move beyond being mere 

beneficiaries of governance and become partners in good 

governance. A government, no matter how capable, cannot 

govern alone. It requires informed citizens who understand its 

agenda, contribute to its success, and point out its 

shortcomings. Educated youth fulfil this role naturally. They 

support constructive initiatives and challenge flawed ones, 

always keeping national interest at the centre. 

The idea of partnership between citizens and the state is 

fundamental to modern democracy. Educated youth 

understand that governance is a shared responsibility. While 

the government designs policies, it is the people who 

implement them on the ground. Whether it is cleanliness 

drives, digital literacy, environmental conservation, or social 

inclusion, educated youth often become the driving force 

behind implementation. Their education gives them both 

credibility and competence. 
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Education, Economy and Ethical Political Participation 

Another powerful contribution of educated youth lies in 

economic growth. Education enhances employability, 

productivity, and innovation. When educated youth enter the 

workforce, they do not merely earn wages; they generate 

value. Their skills contribute to industries, services, research, 

and entrepreneurship. This directly impacts national income, 

productivity, and global competitiveness. 

A nation’s GDP is not only shaped by natural resources or 

capital investment, it is shaped by human capital. Educated 

youth are the most dynamic component of this capital. They 

adapt quickly to technological change, learn new skills, and 

create new solutions. In doing so, they strengthen the 

economic foundations of democracy. Economic stability, in 

turn, allows democratic institutions to function without 

constant crisis. 

Education also encourages ethical participation in politics. 

Educated youth are less likely to engage in violence, 

misinformation, or destructive activism. They understand that 

lasting change comes through institutions, not chaos. This 

does not mean they avoid protest or dissent; rather, they 

practice informed dissent. They challenge injustice through 

legal, constitutional, and peaceful means. 

This ethical grounding is essential in a diverse country like 

India. Educated youth learn to navigate differences of 

language, religion, region, and ideology without turning 

disagreement into hostility. Education fosters empathy, 

tolerance, and dialogue. These values strengthen democracy 

from within, making it resilient against polarization and 

extremism. 

Historically, educated youth have played a decisive role in 

shaping India’s political journey. From the freedom struggle 

to constitution-making, from social reform movements to 



35 

modern policy debates, young educated minds have 

consistently influenced the national direction. They have acted 

as reformers, administrators, journalists, teachers, 

entrepreneurs, and informed citizens each role reinforcing 

democratic strength. 

In the contemporary era, the role of educated youth has 

expanded further due to technology. Access to information, 

digital platforms, and social media has amplified their voice. 

However, education remains the key factor that determines 

whether this amplified voice contributes to democracy or 

damages it. Educated youth are more likely to use digital 

platforms responsibly to spread awareness rather than 

misinformation, to engage in dialogue rather than abuse. 

Education also helps youth resist political manipulation. In 

any democracy, there are forces that attempt to simplify 

complex realities into emotional slogans. Educated youth are 

better equipped to question such narratives. They do not reject 

emotion, but they refuse to abandon reason. This balance 

between emotion and logic is what makes them politically 

powerful. 

At a deeper level, education instills a sense of ownership over 

the nation’s future. Educated youth do not see the country as 

something “others” must fix. They see themselves as 

participants in nation-building. This mindset changes 

everything. Instead of waiting for perfect leaders, they focus 

on becoming responsible citizens. 

This sense of responsibility is perhaps the most significant 

contribution of educated youth to politics. Responsibility 

transforms criticism into contribution and frustration into 

action. It aligns personal ambition with national progress. 

When educated youth succeed individually, they often lift 

others along with them through mentorship, leadership, and 

social engagement. 
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As India continues to evolve as a democracy, the quality of its 

political life will increasingly depend on the quality of its 

education and the engagement of its educated youth. 

Numbers alone cannot sustain democracy; consciousness 

must accompany participation. Educated youth bring that 

consciousness. 

They are not merely voters. They are thinkers. 

They are not just beneficiaries. They are partners. 

They are not passive observers. They are active shapers of the 

republic. 

Educated Youth is the Quality of Leadership and Institutions 

If educated youth represent the conscience of democracy, they 

also shape the quality of leadership a nation produces. 

Leadership in a democracy does not emerge in isolation; it is 

cultivated by the expectations, awareness, and standards of 

its citizens. Where citizens demand integrity, competence, and 

vision, leadership evolves accordingly. Educated youth, 

through their understanding and engagement, raise this 

standard naturally. 

An educated electorate does not glorify leaders blindly. 

Instead, it evaluates them. It asks whether promises align with 

policies, whether governance reflects constitutional values, 

and whether power is exercised with responsibility. This 

evaluation does not weaken leadership; it strengthens it. 

Leaders who are held accountable are more likely to govern 

with foresight rather than short-term popularity. In this sense, 

educated youth indirectly influence the ethical and intellectual 

quality of political leadership. 

Education also changes how young people perceive power. 

For the uninitiated, power often appears as domination or 

authority. For the educated, power is understood as 

responsibility. This shift is critical. Educated youth do not 
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merely aspire to occupy positions of power; they aspire to 

justify that power. Whether they enter politics directly or 

influence it from outside, their education shapes a more 

service-oriented understanding of leadership. 

How Educated Engagement Determines the Future of 

Democracy 

One of the greatest challenges facing modern democracies is 

not ignorance alone, but educated apathy. When educated 

youth disengage from politics, democracy loses its most 

stabilizing force. Silence from informed citizens creates a 

vacuum that is often filled by misinformation, extremism, or 

narrow interests. Education without participation becomes a 

missed opportunity both for the individual and for the nation. 

Many educated young people distance themselves from 

politics due to disillusionment. They see corruption, 

inefficiency, or conflict and conclude that politics is inherently 

dirty. While this frustration is understandable, withdrawal only 

worsens the problem. Politics does not disappear when good 

people avoid it; it simply becomes vulnerable to misuse. 

Educated youth must recognize that disengagement is not 

neutrality, it is surrender. 

Democracy thrives not because politics is perfect, but because 

it allows correction. Educated youth understand this corrective 

nature of democratic systems. They know that institutions 

improve when challenged constructively, not abandoned. 

Through debate, participation, and civic action, they help 

refine democratic processes rather than reject them 

altogether. 

Education also plays a crucial role in strengthening 

institutions. Institutions such as courts, legislatures, 

universities, media, and civil services form the backbone of 

democratic governance. Educated youth are both the future 

leaders and the future guardians of these institutions. Their 
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respect for rules, procedures, and constitutional values 

determines whether institutions remain credible or collapse 

under pressure. 

Institutional strength depends not only on laws but on the 

culture surrounding them. Educated youth shape this culture. 

When they value merit over favoritism, transparency over 

secrecy, and dialogue over violence, institutions gain 

legitimacy. Over time, this cultural influence becomes more 

powerful than any single reform. 

A particularly important contribution of educated youth is their 

understanding of constitutional morality. Constitutions are not 

merely legal documents; they are moral frameworks that 

guide collective life. Educated youth learn the principles of 

equality, liberty, justice, and fraternity not as slogans, but as 

lived values. This understanding allows them to evaluate 

political actions not just by legality, but by ethical intent. 

In societies where constitutional morality is weak, democracy 

may exist in form but not in spirit. Educated youth act as 

custodians of this spirit. They question actions that undermine 

inclusivity, fairness, or institutional independence. Their 

resistance is not rooted in ideology alone, but in constitutional 

awareness. This makes their participation principled rather 

than partisan. 

Education also enables youth to think long-term, which is 

essential for sustainable politics. Short-term gains often come 

at the cost of long-term stability. Educated youth are more 

likely to assess policies based on future impact rather than 

immediate benefit. They understand that environmental 

protection, educational reform, social harmony, and fiscal 

discipline require patience and consistency. 

This long-term thinking aligns personal growth with national 

progress. Educated youth recognize that their own futures are 

inseparable from the nation’s future. Economic opportunities, 



39 

social stability, and global standing are all influenced by 

political decisions. Politics, therefore, becomes relevant not as 

an abstract concept but as a practical force shaping everyday 

life. 

Another critical dimension is the role of educated youth in 

shaping public discourse. Public discourse defines what a 

society discusses, debates, and ultimately decides. Educated 

youth elevate this discourse by introducing nuance, evidence, 

and reason. They move conversations beyond slogans and 

stereotypes. In doing so, they improve not only political 

outcomes but social harmony. 

In the age of instant information, the quality of discourse 

matters more than ever. Educated youth are better equipped 

to verify facts, contextualize events, and resist manipulation. 

Their voices act as filters in a noisy information environment. 

When they speak responsibly, they guide public opinion 

toward clarity rather than confusion. 

Education also nurtures the courage to dissent responsibly. 

Dissent is not opposition for its own sake; it is an essential 

mechanism of democratic health. Educated youth understand 

when to question authority and how to do so constructively. 

They use lawful means, reasoned arguments, and collective 

action to express disagreement. This kind of dissent 

strengthens democracy by correcting excesses without 

destabilizing the system. 

Equally important is the ability of educated youth to build 

consensus. Politics is not only about disagreement; it is about 

cooperation. Education teaches compromise, negotiation, 

and respect for differing viewpoints. These skills are essential 

in plural societies where no single group can dominate 

indefinitely. Educated youth help bridge divides rather than 

deepen them. 
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One of the most overlooked contributions of educated youth 

is their influence at the local level. Democracy does not 

function only in national capitals; it functions in villages, 

towns, campuses, and workplaces. Educated youth bring 

awareness to local governance, questioning municipal 

decisions, improving community participation, and 

strengthening grassroots democracy. Their involvement 

ensures that governance remains responsive at all levels. 

Education also encourages youth to see politics as service 

rather than spectacle. In a media-driven age, politics is often 

reduced to personalities and performances. Educated youth 

look beyond appearances. They evaluate substance over 

style, policy over rhetoric. This discernment reduces the space 

for demagoguery and increases the demand for competence. 

As future professionals, educators, administrators, and 

entrepreneurs, educated youth carry political awareness into 

non-political spaces. Their understanding of governance 

influences how they design businesses, teach students, report 

news, or administer institutions. In this way, political 

consciousness spreads organically across society. 

Ultimately, the power of educated youth lies not in numbers 

alone, but in influence. Influence over ideas, institutions, 

leadership, and values. This influence is subtle but enduring. 

Revolutions may change regimes overnight, but educated 

participation shapes nations over generations. 

The danger lies not in educated disagreement, but in 

educated indifference. When informed minds retreat into 

private success alone, democracy becomes fragile. When they 

engage critically, responsibly, and consistently, democracy 

becomes resilient. 

Education, therefore, is not merely preparation for 

employment; it is preparation for citizenship. It teaches 

individuals how to live together, govern together, and grow 
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together. Educated youth embody this collective responsibility 

more than any other group. 

Politics matters because it decides how power is exercised. 

Education matters because it decides how power is 

questioned. When the two meet in the hands of conscious 

youth, democracy reaches its highest potential. 

Educated youth are not flawless. They make mistakes, hold 

biases, and struggle with contradictions. But their education 

gives them the capacity to learn, correct, and evolve. This 

capacity for self-correction mirrors the very essence of 

democracy. 

In the final analysis, the strength of a democracy can be 

measured by the quality of its youth participation. Where 

educated youth engage thoughtfully, democracy flourishes. 

Where they disengage, democracy weakens regardless of 

constitutional design. 

That is why politics must matter to educated youth. Not 

because politics defines them, but because they define politics 

through their questions, choices, and commitment to the 

common good. 
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7. 

Moral Compass in Politics: Why 

Ethics and Values are Essential 

Politics can feel like a game of power and strategy, but at its 

heart, it's really about how we choose to live together. It’s the 

way we set our course as a society, decide what's fair, and 

figure out how to resolve our differences. When leaders turn 

those decisions into laws and policies, they're not just 

managing a system; they're shaping lives. But without a strong 

moral compass, this process can become hollow and 

dangerous. A moral compass is what ensures power is used 

for good, laws are seen as legitimate, and institutions are 

trusted. When politics loses its ethical foundation, it might 

survive for a while through force or manipulation, but it 

eventually crumbles under the weight of corruption, injustice, 

and public disillusionment. Ultimately, values are not an 

optional extra in governance, they are the very foundation 

that transforms politics from a fight for dominance into a 

platform for service. 

Why Ethics and Values Matter 

Think about why we follow laws. Most people don't do it just 

because they're afraid of getting caught; they do it because 

they believe the laws are just and fair. When a government 

acts unethically, that belief disappears, and people start to 

lose faith. 

Ethics also builds trust in our institutions. Trust is like the glue 

that holds a society together, giving people confidence that 

justice will prevail when there’s a conflict. Without trust, 

cynicism and apathy take over. Ethics also protects the most 
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vulnerable among us. In a system driven only by power, the 

poor, minorities, and those without a voice would always be 

left behind. When leaders act with values, they measure 

success not just by efficiency, but by fairness and how well 

they treat the most marginalized. Values also help leaders 

look past short-term wins and focus on a long-term vision, 

like sustainability and looking out for future generations. 

As the famous saying goes, “Power tends to corrupt, and 

absolute power corrupts absolutely.” A moral compass 

provides the guardrails to keep power in check, ensuring that 

authority serves the people instead of dominating them. 

A Look Back Through History 

History is full of stories that show how ethics can either build 

a society up or tear it down. After the devastating war of 

Kalinga, the Indian Emperor Ashoka had a change of heart. 

He gave up violence, embraced compassion, and focused his 

rule on the well-being of his people. His legacy spread across 

Asia and is still celebrated today. 

In a very different time and place, Abraham Lincoln guided 

the United States through its gravest crisis, holding firm to the 

principles of equality and freedom even when it was politically 

risky. His moral conviction changed the course of a nation. 

On the other hand, the lack of ethics in leadership has led to 

some of history's darkest moments. The Nazi regime under 

Hitler reduced politics to terror and propaganda, leading to 

unimaginable destruction. Stalin's Soviet Union, built on 

paranoia and repression, showed how a government without 

values can become a machine of cruelty. These examples 

prove a timeless truth: politics without values leads to tyranny, 

while politics guided by ethics uplifts humanity. 
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The Modern Crisis of Morality 

Even with all these lessons from the past, we're currently 

facing a troubling crisis of ethics in politics. Corruption and 

nepotism are still widespread, with public office often treated 

as a personal prize. Populist leaders are on the rise, stirring 

up fear, exploiting divisions, and spreading misinformation to 

win votes, often at the expense of unity and truth. We're seeing 

a weakening of democratic norms in many places, with power 

becoming more concentrated, independent institutions being 

attacked, and minority rights being ignored. 

Globally, urgent issues like climate change, growing 

inequality, and pandemics demand moral leadership, but 

many governments are retreating into a narrow sense of 

nationalism, ignoring their collective responsibility. This 

erosion of ethics has caused widespread disillusionment, 

especially among young people, who see politics as corrupt 

and self-serving. But disengaging only makes the problem 

worse, allowing unethical practices to thrive. 

Rebuilding the Moral Compass 

So, how do we fix this? It starts with leaders of integrity. No 

laws can replace the value of honesty and humility in a leader. 

We as citizens must also demand these qualities, rewarding 

values instead of empty promises at the ballot box. We need 

strong institutions, like independent courts, transparent 

government bodies, and a free press, to hold leaders 

accountable and ensure that ethical standards are upheld. 

Civic education is also critical. A political culture is created by 

its people, not just its leaders. Teaching young people about 

responsibility, justice, and empathy prepares them to be 

guardians of democracy. The media also has a vital role to 

play. In an age of sensationalism and misinformation, ethical 

journalism is key to keeping citizens informed and holding 

leaders to account. And when it comes to global challenges 
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like climate change and human rights, we need to find a 

shared moral compass to work together. 

The Role of Youth in Restoring Ethics 

Young people have a special power to reshape our political 

culture. While many are rightfully skeptical of politics, staying 

on the sidelines allows the problem to persist. Instead, young 

people can reclaim politics with their passion and moral 

clarity. Whether through activism, grassroots movements, or 

even by running for office themselves, they can inject new 

energy into the system. 

In the digital age, youth-led campaigns on issues like climate 

action and gender equality have already shown that values 

can be brought back into public life through new forms of 

activism. If politics can inspire the next generation to see 

governance as a way to build a more just world, not just to 

wield power, then ethics will once again become central to 

our democracy. 

Ultimately, politics is too important to be reduced to strategies 

and numbers. At its core, it's a moral responsibility. Leaders 

have immense power, and with that comes a duty to act with 

integrity, compassion, and justice. Citizens also have a 

responsibility to participate and hold our leaders accountable. 

A government guided by values ensures fairness and trust. 

Without ethics, it may function, but it lacks the soul and 

legitimacy to truly serve its people. 

As Gandhi warned, politics without principles is a dangerous 

path. To fulfill its true purpose, politics must rediscover its 

moral compass, placing ethics and values at the center of 

governance. Only then can we build societies that are not just 

efficient, but also just and humane. 
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8. 

Politics and Indian Culture 

Politics in India is not just a matter of policies, institutions, or 

administrative frameworks - it is, at its core, an expression of 

culture. To understand Indian democracy, we cannot isolate 

it from the social and cultural realities of the nation. Unlike 

some countries where politics and culture remain separate, in 

India they are woven tightly together, almost inseparable, like 

the warp and weft of the same fabric. Every festival, language, 

custom, or tradition has a political implication, and every 

political decision reflects cultural undercurrents. Indian 

politics operates within the rich and complex mosaic of our 

diversity - linguistic, religious, regional, and caste-based. 

With more than 22 official languages, countless dialects, and 

a civilization that spans thousands of years, India is not a 

uniform society. Yet it sustains the world’s largest democracy. 

The phrase “unity in diversity” is often repeated in speeches 

and textbooks, but its significance in politics is profound. It is 

this very diversity that keeps Indian democracy vibrant, 

because no single group can dominate the entire country’s 

imagination. Every election becomes a negotiation among 

multiple voices. However, this diversity also makes democracy 

fragile, as politicians often exploit these differences to 

consolidate power. Instead of uniting citizens around shared 

aspirations of progress, many leaders rely on cultural or 

religious identities to secure votes. This dual nature of Indian 

culture - unity that inspires democracy and diversity that 

complicates it - creates the constant tension within which our 

politics unfolds. The Constitution of India itself is a reflection 

of this balance. It enshrines equality, secularism, and 

freedom, drawing from centuries of cultural values like 
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tolerance and coexistence. But it also recognizes the need for 

reservations and protections to address historic inequalities 

born out of cultural practices such as caste. Thus, politics in 

India is never just about governance; it is about how culture 

expresses itself in the political arena. 

Caste and Religion in Indian Politics 

Among all the cultural factors that influence Indian politics, 

caste and religion are the most decisive. Caste, rooted in 

ancient social structures, has survived centuries of reform 

movements, modernization, and globalization. Even in 

twenty-first century India, where young people aspire to 

global opportunities, caste continues to shape political 

strategies. Election campaigns often revolve around caste 

equations, where candidates are chosen not for their 

competence or vision but for their ability to mobilize caste-

based support. This practice reduces democracy to arithmetic 

- counting which caste dominates which constituency rather 

than focusing on merit or development. While caste-based 

mobilization has at times empowered marginalized groups, 

giving them a voice in governance, it has also deepened 

social divisions. Instead of moving toward a society where 

identity is secondary to ability, politics often reinforces caste 

as a primary marker of political belonging. 

Religion adds another layer of complexity. India is home to 

every major religion of the world, and faith plays a vital role 

in people’s daily lives. Festivals, rituals, and religious 

gatherings are integral to cultural identity, and politicians are 

quick to harness this influence. Appeals to religious pride, 

symbolic gestures at temples or mosques, and communal 

rhetoric often overshadow debates on policy. Instead of 

asking, “What will this leader do for healthcare, education, or 

jobs?” voters are sometimes persuaded to ask, “Who will 

protect my religion or represent my faith?” This shift weakens 

the secular foundation of the nation. The misuse of religion 
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for political purposes not only divides communities but also 

distracts from urgent developmental needs. When caste and 

religion dominate political narratives, the larger vision of 

democracy shrinks into narrow identity-based loyalties, 

leaving little room for debates on long-term progress. 

The Culture of Electoral Manipulation and Corruption 

Indian elections are not merely contests of ideas or policy 

programs; they have unfortunately become spectacles of 

manipulation. In the months leading to elections, candidates 

and parties spend crores of rupees not on educating voters 

but on cultivating loyalty through material inducements. It is 

an open secret that money, alcohol, and gifts are distributed 

on the night before polling. This practice has become so 

ingrained in our political culture that many voters expect it as 

a norm. Leaders, in turn, treat elections as an investment. The 

money spent today must be recovered tomorrow through 

corruption, nepotism, and exploitation of public resources. 

This cycle creates a structural incentive for leaders to prioritize 

personal gain over public service. 

Freebies, too, have become a tool of electoral politics. Instead 

of sustainable policies for employment or infrastructure, 

parties often announce giveaways ranging from household 

items to direct cash transfers. While these may provide short-

term relief, they weaken accountability. Leaders believe that 

once they have secured votes through freebies, they are under 

no obligation to deliver systemic reforms. Citizens, too, 

become trapped in this culture, trading their long-term 

interests for immediate benefits. The result is a democracy that 

becomes transactional, where votes are bought and sold, and 

corruption becomes inevitable. This culture of electoral 

manipulation not only undermines governance but also 

erodes the moral fabric of democracy. 
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The People’s Role in Shaping Political Culture 

It is easy to point fingers at politicians for the ills of Indian 

democracy, but we must recognize that political culture is not 

created by leaders alone. It is shaped equally by citizens. 

Leaders offer what people demand. If the demand is for caste 

pride, religious identity, or short-term freebies, then leaders 

will design their campaigns accordingly. If the demand is for 

development, accountability, and jobs, then leaders will have 

no choice but to respond with reforms. Every time voters 

accept money or alcohol for their vote, they become complicit 

in perpetuating corruption. Every time citizens vote along 

narrow caste or religious lines, they weaken the broader idea 

of democracy. 

The culture of demands lies at the heart of political behavior. 

Politics is essentially a marketplace, where the demand of 

voters determines the supply of leaders. This means that 

responsibility for change lies not only with politicians but with 

society itself. If citizens can shift their expectations from 

immediate, identity-based benefits to long-term 

developmental goals, then the entire nature of Indian politics 

will change. We often forget that democracy is not about what 

leaders give us, but about what we choose to demand from 

them. By reshaping our demands, we can reshape our 

politics. 

From Identity to Development: The Need for a New Political 

Imagination 

For India to progress, politics must shift its focus from identity 

to development. Identity politics may provide emotional 

satisfaction, but it cannot solve the real problems of 

unemployment, inflation, poor healthcare, or inadequate 

education. Development-oriented politics, on the other hand, 

focuses on creating opportunities, building infrastructure, and 

improving governance. Citizens must consciously prioritize 
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questions like: How many jobs were created? How have our 

lives improved over the past five years? What investments 

have been made in education and healthcare? These should 

be the criteria for judging leaders, not their caste or religious 

identity. 

India is a young nation, with more than half its population 

below the age of 35. This demographic reality demands 

aspirational politics. The youth are less interested in caste 

equations and more focused on opportunities for growth. 

They want quality education, reliable healthcare, transparent 

governance, and jobs that match their skills. In an era where 

technology is reshaping economies worldwide, India cannot 

afford to remain trapped in identity-based politics. Leaders 

must be judged by their ability to prepare citizens for global 

challenges, not by their ability to distribute freebies or stoke 

divisions. A new political imagination must emerge, one that 

sees development not as a slogan but as a lived reality. 

Youth and the Path Ahead 

Cultural transformation in politics will not come from the top; 

it must begin from the grassroots, led by youth and educated 

citizens. Unlike earlier generations, today’s youth have access 

to information, technology, and global perspectives. They can 

see how other democracies have transitioned from identity-

based politics to development-centric governance. Countries 

like South Korea and Singapore, though different in scale, 

have shown that within a generation, societies can transform 

through a relentless focus on jobs, education, and innovation. 

We need not copy these models blindly, but we can certainly 

learn from them. 

The role of youth is crucial because they are less burdened by 

historical divisions and more open to new ideas. If they reject 

caste-based voting, refuse to accept money for votes, and 

demand accountability through social media, movements, 
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and civic participation, they can redefine political culture. 

Social media, universities, workplaces, and community 

forums must become spaces where political debates are 

centered not on caste or religion but on policies and 

performance. A collective shift in mindset can create a ripple 

effect, forcing leaders to adapt to the new expectations of 

citizens. The ultimate goal should be to build a political culture 

that measures success not by GDP alone, but by a broader 

index of human development - education, healthcare, 

environment, equality, and quality of life. 

Building a Culture of Developmental Politics 

The relationship between politics and culture in India is both 

inspiring and troubling. Our diversity gives strength to 

democracy, but our divisions weaken it. Caste and religion, 

while deeply embedded in our social fabric, should not 

dominate our political imagination. Corruption, freebies, and 

manipulation are not just the faults of politicians; they are 

symptoms of a deeper cultural problem. As long as citizens 

continue to demand narrow benefits, leaders will continue to 

exploit us. But if citizens shift their focus towards development, 

accountability, and better living standards, politics will 

inevitably transform. 

Change will not come from speeches or slogans alone. It will 

come from citizens reshaping their culture of demands, from 

youth leading movements for transparency and development, 

and from society refusing to sell its vote for short-term gain. 

Culture is not static. It evolves with time. If we choose to evolve 

towards a culture of developmental politics, then democracy 

will not only survive but flourish, delivering a better life for all 

its citizens. The future of Indian democracy lies not in the 

hands of politicians alone but in the collective consciousness 

of its people. 
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9. 

Women and Politics:  

The Incomplete Democracy  

The Missing Half of Democracy 

We proudly call India the world’s largest democracy. Yet, half 

of this democracy often goes unheard, unseen, and 

underrepresented. Women make up nearly half of India’s 

population, they nurture, build, and sustain our families, 

communities, and institutions but when it comes to political 

representation, they are still waiting for an equal seat at the 

table. 

Politics is supposed to be about representation, about 

reflecting the voices and aspirations of every citizen. But what 

happens when the experiences of women their struggles, 

hopes, and perspectives are not fully present in our political 

decisions? The answer is simple: democracy becomes 

incomplete. 

Women are not just voters or beneficiaries, they are 

changemakers. Their participation doesn’t merely add 

numbers, it transforms the very nature of politics. 

Women Who Led the Way 

India’s political history is not short of inspiring women. From 

Sarojini Naidu, who voiced freedom with poetry and passion, 

to Indira Gandhi, who led India through war and peace, and 

Sushma Swaraj, who redefined diplomacy with grace and 

accessibility, our nation has seen the power of women in 

action. 
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But beyond these national icons, there are countless women 

whose names never make it to history books: women 

sarpanchs leading clean water campaigns in villages, 

schoolteachers running community drives, and activists 

fighting for justice and education. 

They show us that political leadership doesn’t always begin in 

Parliament; sometimes, it begins in a small village meeting 

under a tree. 

Things Still Needed to Get Evolve 

Despite progress, the political field remains uneven. 

Patriarchy, cultural stereotypes, and systemic bias still act as 

invisible barriers. Many women are discouraged from 

entering politics due to the perception that it’s a “man’s 

world” filled with aggression, manipulation, and late-night 

meetings unsafe or unsuitable for them. 

Even when they do enter politics, women often face tokenism 

given symbolic roles but denied real decision-making power. 

Financial inequality adds another layer: politics often 

demands resources, travel, and networking, all of which are 

harder for women with household responsibilities. 

Politics Needs the Woman’s Touch 

The presence of women in politics changes how politics is 

done. 

Where men may compete for dominance, women often 

collaborate for solutions. 

Where power is seen as control, women often view it as 

responsibility. 

Women bring empathy, patience, and community-centered 

thinking, qualities desperately needed in today’s polarized 

world. 
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They humanize policy. They see the household and the nation 

as extensions of the same moral fabric. 

A nation that gives women equal space in its politics doesn’t 

just empower women, it redefines what power itself means. 

The New Wave 

The winds are changing. 

Young women in universities, startups, and social movements 

are claiming their space. They speak boldly about rights, 

equality, and justice. 

From Droupadi Murmu, India’s first tribal woman President, 

to Meenakshi Lekhi and Mahua Moitra, to countless female 

journalists and activists, Indian politics is slowly but steadily 

becoming more inclusive. 

Globally too, leaders like Jacinda Ardern, Angela Merkel, and 

Michelle Obama have shown that empathy and firmness can 

coexist in leadership. 

The new generation is fearless and the message is clear: 

leadership has no gender.The future of Indian democracy 

depends on how sincerely we involve women not as tokens, 

but as equals. 

Here’s what we must do: 

Political education for girls in schools and colleges to teach 

them about governance, laws, and leadership early on. 

Gender-sensitive reforms in political parties and institutions. 

Mentorship networks connecting young women to 

experienced female leaders. 

Social change, where families encourage daughters to dream 

of becoming not just doctors or teachers, but also legislators 

and ministers. 
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When more women join politics, the tone of our democracy 

changes. The debates become more about solutions than 

slogans, more about people than positions. 

A Democracy Worthy of its Women 

India has always worshipped feminine power. Yet, 

somewhere between mythology and modernity, we forgot to 

trust women with real political power. 

It’s time to correct that. 

A nation that sidelines its women sidelines its own potential. 

A democracy that empowers its women empowers its own 

soul. 

Politics is not complete without the woman’s voice because 

she doesn’t just speak for herself, she speaks for the 

generations she raises, the communities she binds, and the 

conscience she carries within. Her leadership is not born out 

of ambition alone; it is born out of care, empathy, and the 

lived experience of holding families and societies together. 

When a woman enters politics, she doesn’t merely occupy a 

seat; she redefines the space. She brings with her the strength 

of patience, the courage of compassion, and the wisdom of 

resilience. Her success is not measured in slogans or power 

games, but in how many lives she touches, how many hearts 

she unites, and how many walls she breaks. 

Every village, every city, every Parliament needs that touch not 

as decoration, but as direction. 

Because when women lead, the nation listens differently. 

The dream of fair and humane politics cannot be achieved 

without them. The day we see women not as participants but 

as pillars of political life, we will witness a democracy that truly 

mirrors the heartbeat of its people. 
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Let the coming generation not ask “Where are the women in 

politics?” Let them grow up in a world where women are 

politics: shaping laws, setting visions, and guiding the 

nation’s moral compass. 

For the progress of our country is not a race between men 

and women, it is a journey of both, walking side by side, 

building the nation they both deserve. And that, truly, will be 

a democracy worthy of its women and a nation worthy of its 

destiny. 
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10. 

The Global Role of  

Our Democracy 

India stands today at one of the most decisive points in its 

long civilizational journey, a moment that will define not only 

its future but perhaps the moral direction of the world itself. 

Seventy-five years after Independence, we are no longer a 

struggling postcolonial nation. We are the world’s most 

populous democracy, a major economy, a technological 

power, and a cultural force that inspires millions. Yet, we are 

also a society in constant negotiation between tradition and 

modernity, growth and sustainability, faith and reason, 

nationalism and globalism. 

This tension is not our weakness; it is our test. It is the 

challenge that will decide whether India merely grows in size 

or truly rises in stature. 

The world is watching us not just to see what we achieve, but 

to understand how we achieve it. For in the age of artificial 

intelligence, climate anxiety, and moral confusion, India 

offers something rare: a democracy with a soul. 

India’s Journey So Far 

Our story is unlike any other. 

Born amidst the trauma of Partition, written by the hands of 

ordinary people who believed in extraordinary ideals, India’s 

democracy began as an act of faith. When much of the world 

doubted our survival, we chose ballots over bullets, debate 

over dictatorship, and unity over uniformity.  
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In the decades that followed, we stumbled, argued, protested, 

and rebuilt but we never gave up on democracy. We 

experimented with socialism, embraced liberalization, and 

adapted to globalization. We faced wars, famines, and 

financial crises and emerged stronger each time. 

Today, we stand among the top five economies of the world. 

Our satellites reach Mars, our IT professionals build the 

global digital economy, and our Constitution remains one of 

the most progressive documents ever written. 

Yet, the question remains: where do we go from here? What 

role will India play in shaping the 21st century? 

To answer that, we must first look at the world around us. 

The 21st century promised progress, but it also delivered 

paradox. 

Technology connected the globe but divided communities. 

We can speak to anyone anywhere yet we listen to no one. 

Climate change threatens our shared future, while nations 

argue over whose responsibility it is to act. 

We’ve made machines that can think, but we’ve forgotten 

how to feel. 

Democracies across the world are under pressure from 

populism, disinformation, inequality, and loss of trust. People 

are angry, institutions are fragile, and truth itself seems 

negotiable. 

In this storm, India with its vast diversity, spiritual depth, and 

democratic resilience has a unique role to play. We are not a 

perfect nation, but we are a hopeful one. And in a world 

hungry for hope, that matters. 

  



59 

The India Moment 

India’s rise is not just economic only, it’s civilizational too 

For centuries, India has offered ideas rather than invasions, 

wisdom rather than wars. From the Vedas to Gandhi, our 

strength has always been moral, not military. We taught the 

world about ahimsa (non-violence), karma (action with 

purpose), and vasudhaiva kutumbakam, the belief that “the 

world is one family.” 

Today, as nations grow more inward-looking, these values 

can serve as guiding lights for global harmony. 

India’s presidency of the G20, its humanitarian missions 

during the pandemic, its leadership in the solar alliance, and 

its balanced diplomacy between the West and Global South 

all reflect a country ready to lead not by dominance, but by 

dialogue. 

We are the voice of the voiceless, a bridge between 

developing and developed worlds. 

We represent both Silicon Valley and the small farmer, both 

the coder and the craftsman, both Mars missions and 

monsoon dependence. 

No other country carries this blend of contrasts and this gives 

us our greatest strength: the ability to understand everyone’s 

struggle. 

Democracy as Our’s Greatest Export 

India’s true contribution to the world is not its spices, software, 

or cinema, it is its spirit of democracy. 

Ours is not a borrowed model but a deeply rooted one built 

on consensus, argument, and coexistence. 

Democracy in India is not just about elections; it’s about 

negotiation among differences. It’s the grandmother debating 
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the government on television, the street protest that remains 

peaceful, the student who questions authority, the opposition 

that holds power accountable, and the Constitution that 

guards every voice, even the smallest. 

While democracies elsewhere are struggling with 

polarization, India shows that disagreement does not have to 

mean disunity. 

Yes, our system is messy. Our debates are noisy. Our 

elections are chaotic. But that’s the music of freedom, the 

rhythm of a billion aspirations negotiating their destiny 

together. 

In that sense, India is not just practicing democracy; it is 

redefining it for the world. 

Balancing Growth and Goodness 

But our leadership will mean little if it is only material. 

Economic growth without moral growth is like a body without 

a soul. 

As we race toward becoming a $5 trillion economy, we must 

ask: are we also becoming a more humane society? Are we 

building a nation where the poor feel included, the 

environment is respected, and the youth feel heard? 

True progress is when the last person feels the first ray of 

development. Gandhi called this the test of good governance. 

India’s challenge and opportunity lies in balancing its 

ambitions with its conscience. 

We must be a nation that builds skyscrapers without forgetting 

the villages beneath them, that develops AI but still teaches 

empathy, that grows GDP without eroding humanity. 
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The Challenge of Climate and Conscience 

No issue today tests global leadership more than climate 

change. 

India faces this dilemma daily: how to grow while staying 

green. We are still lifting millions out of poverty, yet we are 

also among the top nations affected by rising temperatures, 

floods, and droughts. 

But instead of choosing between growth and the planet, India 

is showing a third path the path of innovation and 

responsibility. 

Our push for renewable energy, from solar rooftops to electric 

mobility, our initiatives like International Solar Alliance and 

Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment), show that 

environmentalism in India is not a luxury of the rich, it’s a duty 

of the conscious. 

This is where India can lead morally by proving that 

sustainability and development can walk hand in hand. 

Technology and the New Democracy 

The digital revolution has rewritten the rules of politics. 

Social media has become the new public square, and 

information or misinformation can shape entire elections. 

India, with its vast digital base, sits at the heart of this 

transformation. From UPI to Aadhaar, from rural internet to 

space startups, our innovation ecosystem is redefining 

governance. 

Yet technology is a double-edged sword. It can connect or 

control, empower or manipulate. The challenge for India’s 

democracy is to ensure that our technological growth 

strengthens liberty, not surveillance; equality, not exclusion. 
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We must teach digital ethics along with coding, civic 

responsibility along with connectivity. Because the future of 

democracy will depend not on who owns the data, but on who 

owns their conscience. 

The Moral Compass of Indian Civilization 

India’s soft power, yoga, spirituality, Ayurveda, philosophy 

has quietly influenced the world for decades. But its real 

power lies deeper: in the moral imagination of its civilization. 

From Buddha’s compassion to Ashoka’s tolerance, from 

Kabir’s syncretism to Gandhi’s truth, from Tagore’s 

universalism to Ambedkar’s justice, India has always been a 

teacher of balance. 

In a fragmented world, this ancient wisdom is modern 

medicine. 

Our democracy draws from that same civilizational soil, it is 

not an imported structure but a living expression of India’s 

timeless philosophy: to live and let live, to seek truth, and to 

see divinity in diversity. 

If we remain faithful to that spirit, India’s democracy can 

become the world’s moral North Star. 

Youth: The New Vanguard 

More than 60% of Indians are below the age of 35. 

This means the future of both India and democracy itself will 

be shaped by the choices of its youth. 

The youth of today do not want empty ideologies; they want 

purpose. They are less interested in political speeches and 

more in measurable change. They believe in innovation, 

inclusion, and individuality. 
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But they also face frustration with unemployment, inequality, 

and corruption. The challenge is to convert this frustration into 

reform. 

India’s young citizens must realize that politics is not just about 

parties or protests, it’s about participation. Every vote, every 

debate, every initiative is a form of leadership. 

When young people step forward as volunteers, thinkers, 

entrepreneurs, journalists, and activists they infuse politics 

with new energy, creativity, and conscience. 

The world needs India’s youth to lead with compassion; India 

needs them to lead with conviction. 

A New Vision of Leadership 

The world has seen leaders who ruled by fear and those who 

ruled by charisma. But the 21st century needs leaders who 

can rule by conscience. 

India’s next step on the global stage should not be to imitate 

Western models of power, but to reintroduce the ancient 

Indian idea of leadership Seva (service). 

A leader, in our tradition, is not the ruler but the caretaker. 

Politics, in its purest form, is an act of service, not superiority. 

It is about listening more than speaking, healing more than 

hurting, giving more than taking. 

This idea of leadership springs from the heart of India’s 

civilization where kings once called themselves raja-dharma-

palak, the protectors of justice, not the owners of power. In 

our greatest epics, the hero was never the one who conquered 

lands, but the one who conquered himself. 

If India can embody that spirit again in its diplomacy, its 

governance, and its civic life it will not just be a superpower; 

it will be a good power. A power that lifts rather than dictates, 

unites rather than divides, inspires rather than intimidates. 
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The world today is not in crisis because it lacks technology or 

wealth it is in crisis because it lacks character. India’s gift to 

humanity must be leadership rooted in character: wise, 

compassionate, selfless, and fearless. 

That is the leadership the world is waiting for and India is 

destined to offer. 

As we stand at the crossroads of history, our task is not just to 

rise but to elevate. 

Not just to grow, but to guide. 

Not just to lead, but to love. 

For in the end, the truest power is not in commanding others, 

it is in serving them. 

And when India leads with that spirit of Seva, the world will 

not just see a rising nation it will see a shining conscience. 

It will see a democracy that teaches the world how to lead with 

humanity, how to grow with grace, and how to wield power 

without losing soul. 

That is the destiny of India, to remind the world that goodness 

is still the greatest strength. 

And that the future of humanity will belong not to those who 

conquer, but to those who care. 
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11. 

Can We Really Create Heaven on 

Earth? Vision of Eutopia Through 

Good Politics 

The Dream of Heaven on Earth 

India has always carried within itself the dream of a better 

society. From the time of the Vedas to the modern freedom 

struggle, we have imagined what a just and harmonious 

world could look like. In our tradition, this vision was often 

expressed through the idea of Ram Rajya. It was not about 

palaces of gold or supernatural wonders but about a moral 

order where truth prevailed, rulers served their people, and 

no one went hungry or neglected. Mahatma Gandhi used the 

term Ram Rajya during the freedom struggle, but he was 

quick to explain that it did not mean a religious utopia. It 

meant a social order where justice, equality, and dignity were 

available to all, regardless of caste, creed, or gender. Today, 

when we ask whether we can create heaven on earth, we are 

not talking about escaping reality but about reshaping it. 

Heaven on earth for us means a society where a tribal child 

in Jharkhand gets the same education opportunities as a child 

in Delhi, where women can walk safely at night, where 

farmers are respected as much as entrepreneurs, and where 

differences of caste or religion do not define one’s worth. This 

vision, though ambitious, is not impossible. It can be achieved 

through what we call good politics, because politics is the 

vehicle through which values, ideals, and dreams are 

converted into laws, policies, and actions. 
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Ashoka: From Bloodshed to Brotherhood 

One of the most powerful examples from Indian history 

comes from Emperor Ashoka. In his early reign, Ashoka was 

known as a fierce conqueror. His most infamous war was the 

battle of Kalinga, where thousands were slaughtered and 

countless families destroyed. But instead of celebrating his 

victory, Ashoka was deeply disturbed by the human suffering 

he had caused. His heart transformed, and he embraced 

Buddhism, deciding to abandon further conquests. From that 

moment, his vision of ruling was no longer about expansion 

but about welfare. Ashoka built hospitals for people and 

animals, dug wells along roads, planted trees for travelers, 

and spread the message of non-violence and compassion 

across his empire. He promoted tolerance among religions 

and ordered that his officials must listen to the grievances of 

ordinary people. Ashoka’s story shows us that even in ancient 

India, rulers realized that true greatness lay not in bloodshed 

but in brotherhood. His transformation is a powerful lesson 

for today’s politics. Heaven on earth will never come through 

violence and domination, but through compassion and 

inclusiveness. 

Gandhi and the Idea of Ram Rajya 

When we move into the modern era, the freedom struggle 

gave us a new opportunity to dream of heaven on earth. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s politics was unique because it combined 

moral principles with mass action. For him, the idea of Ram 

Rajya meant a society where rulers were servants of the 

people, where truth and non-violence were guiding 

principles, and where the poorest person mattered as much 

as the richest. Gandhi’s movements - whether it was 

Champaran Satyagraha for indigo farmers, the Salt March 

for common citizens, or his insistence on Hindu-Muslim unity, 

were all aimed at building a society based on justice and 

equality. His vision was not about wealth alone but about 
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dignity. He said, “Recall the face of the poorest and the 

weakest man you have seen, and ask yourself, if the step you 

contemplate is going to be of any use to him.” This guiding 

principle is as relevant today as it was then. Gandhi believed 

heaven on earth was possible not through power struggles 

but through moral courage and collective responsibility. 

Ambedkar and the Constitution: Justice for All 

If Gandhi gave India a moral dream, B.R. Ambedkar gave it 

a legal foundation. As the chief architect of the Indian 

Constitution, Ambedkar knew that political democracy would 

collapse unless it was supported by social democracy. He 

worked tirelessly to abolish untouchability, ensure 

fundamental rights, and guarantee equal opportunities. 

Reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was 

not meant as charity but as an instrument of justice, correcting 

centuries of social oppression. In his speeches, Ambedkar 

repeatedly reminded Indians that liberty, equality, and 

fraternity must always go together, otherwise democracy 

would be empty. By drafting a Constitution that protected 

individual freedoms and created mechanisms for affirmative 

action, Ambedkar showed how politics could translate ideals 

into enforceable law. The Constitution itself is perhaps India’s 

strongest attempt at creating heaven on earth, it is a promise 

of dignity and equality to every citizen, regardless of birth. For 

young Indians today, Ambedkar’s message is clear: real 

progress comes not just from economic development but from 

building a society where every individual is treated as a 

human being. 

Green Revolution: Prosperity as Policy 

After independence, India faced enormous challenges, 

poverty, illiteracy, and frequent famines. Lal Bahadur Shastri 

and with the scientific guidance of M.S. Swaminathan, India 

launched the Green Revolution. High-yield crops, better 
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irrigation, and modern farming techniques transformed India 

from a food-deficient nation to one that could feed itself. For 

millions of farmers, this was nothing short of a miracle. The 

Green Revolution was not perfect,  

It created new inequalities between rich and poor farmers, but 

it proved that political decisions could transform the material 

condition of people’s lives. For a hungry nation, food security 

was indeed a taste of heaven on earth. This example reminds 

us that good politics is not abstract, it directly affects whether 

a family eats, whether children survive, and whether a nation 

thrives. 

Modern Welfare Politics: RTI, and Mid-Day Meals 

In the last few decades, Indian democracy has introduced 

several policies that directly reflect the vision of Eutopia. The 

Right to Information (RTI) Act of 2005 gave ordinary citizens 

the power to question the government and demand 

accountability. Suddenly, files that were hidden in dusty offices 

were open to public scrutiny. RTI empowered people to fight 

corruption and claim their rights. Similarly, the mid-day meal 

scheme in schools not only reduced hunger but also brought 

children of different castes to sit and eat together, breaking 

age-old social barriers. Each of these policies shows that 

good politics can directly touch lives, turning lofty ideals into 

everyday realities. They may not create a perfect heaven, but 

they surely bring us closer to a society of justice, equality, and 

fraternity. 

Environmental Politics: Chipko and Beyond 

No vision of heaven on earth is complete without caring for 

the environment. In the 1970s, villagers in Uttarakhand 

started the Chipko Movement, where they hugged trees to 

prevent contractors from cutting them down. Led by people 

like Gaura Devi, this movement was more than an 
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environmental protest, it was a statement that survival and 

dignity depend on protecting nature. Since then, India has 

seen several green movements demanding clean air, water, 

and sustainable development. In recent years, policies on 

renewable energy, banning plastic, and encouraging electric 

vehicles are steps in the right direction. For youth, this is 

perhaps the most urgent battle. Without a healthy 

environment, no amount of economic progress will matter. 

Heaven on earth cannot be built on polluted rivers and smog-

filled skies. Good politics must therefore balance growth with 

sustainability, ensuring that future generations inherit not just 

wealth but a livable planet. 

Let's build Our Heaven Together 

History shows that heaven on earth is not a fantasy but a 

possibility. Ashoka’s compassion, Gandhi’s moral courage, 

Ambedkar’s justice, the Green Revolution, and modern 

welfare schemes like RTI and, all prove that good politics can 

change society. Of course, India still faces enormous 

challenges, corruption, inequality, caste divisions, and 

communal violence. But history teaches us that impossible 

barriers can be broken. Slavery ended, untouchability was 

outlawed, women got the right to vote. Each of these victories 

looked impossible until they were achieved. 

For youth, the message is simple: heaven on earth will not 

descend from the sky. It must be built here, step by step, 

through politics that is moral, inclusive, and people-centered. 

It requires participation, not cynicism. It requires seeing 

politics not as a dirty game but as a noble responsibility. As 

Swami Vivekananda told the youth, “Arise, awake and stop 

not till the goal is reached.” If we, the citizens, demand and 

practice good politics, then heaven on earth will not remain a 

dream, it will become our collective reality. 
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12. 

Our Role in the Future of India 

In the coming decade, Indian politics will not merely decide 

governments, it will determine the moral direction of our 

civilization, the boundaries of our freedoms, and even the 

definition of truth itself. What we are witnessing is not a 

routine political cycle but a deep structural shift in how 

societies will be governed, influenced, and psychologically 

shaped. We are not just observers of that change; we are 

breathing inside it conditioned by it, shaped by it, and 

participating in it every day through silence, inattention, and 

our emotional reactions online. 

The Changing Nature of Politics and Power 

Citizens today are more visible in politics as counts than as 

voices. We are not engaged as thinking participants but as 

predictable clusters: youth cluster, caste cluster, religious 

cluster, welfare-dependent cluster, digital-addicted cluster. 

Modern political systems no longer seek to understand our 

aspirations; they seek to harvest our reactions. The more data 

we produce, the more predictable we become, and the easier 

it is to manage us. 

The logic of today’s politics is brutally simple: it is easier to 

keep people dependent than to empower them. A dependent 

citizen returns to the giver; an empowered citizen questions 

the giver. Dependency is no longer maintained only through 

poverty, it thrives through fear, identity insecurity, emotional 

conditioning, and the erosion of civic imagination. We are 

kept responsive, not responsible; grateful, not critical; 

reactive, not proactive. 
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Meanwhile, global power centres influence politics across 

borders without armies or invasions. Nations now conquer 

beliefs, not territories. Every major country seeks ideological 

allies, not ideological strangers. Influence is spread through 

funding, media, academia, and digital narratives shaping 

governments abroad without firing a single shot. 

And within this global theatre, identity politics has become the 

most effective instrument of division. When a person begins 

to think as a caste, a region, or a grievance, they stop thinking 

as a citizen. Fragmented minds cannot organise for long-term 

change. The political system does not need to destroy unity, it 

only needs to ensure unity never emerges citizens at the 

Crossroads: Dependency or Empowerment 

Technology is now the new battlefield of politics. We are 

entering an era where what we see, hear, and react to will be 

engineered with surgical precision. Artificial Intelligence will 

create leaders who never spoke, scandals that never 

happened, and threats that never existed. It will be possible 

to trigger outrage without injustice and loyalty without merit. 

Yet, the same technology can also expose corruption, reveal 

truth, and make governance transparent if citizens demand it. 

The real question is not what algorithms can do, but what 

citizens are alert enough to demand. We cannot outsource 

vigilance to machines; democracy survives only if people 

remain intellectually awake. 

Our biggest challenge is psychological, not political. A society 

that sees politics as dirty retreats from it and by retreating, it 

hands control to those who treat politics as a path to power, 

not responsibility. Withdrawal is not neutrality; it is silent 

consent. Corruption survives not because of the strength of 

the corrupt, but because of the absence of the incorruptible. 

Democracies rarely collapse overnight. They decay slowly by 

making citizens comfortable, then dependent, then distracted, 
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then cynical, and finally irrelevant. No constitution can protect 

a population that trades long-term dignity for short-term relief 

or applause. A republic survives only as long as its citizens 

behave like owners, not beneficiaries. 

Technology, Truth, and the Battle for Perception 

The real contest in future politics will not be over ideology but 

over truth itself. When citizens cannot agree on what is real, 

they cannot agree on what is right. Elections will be fought 

less on policies and more on perceptions. Doubt will become 

a political weapon. Confusion will become a form of control. 

Propaganda will evolve into precision emotional engineering. 

Campaigns will not persuade minds but manipulate feelings, 

insecurity in one group, superiority in another, fear in a third, 

and gratitude in a fourth. When emotions vote first, morality 

votes later. 

Foreign influence will also grow subtler. Instead of armies, 

influence will flow through culture, media, think-tanks, 

universities, and digital platforms. A confused society is 

cheaper to influence than a united one. When a nation 

unknowingly adopts another’s worldview, it experiences 

conquest without conflict. 

Meanwhile, identity politics will move online, kept alive year-

round through curated outrage, humiliation memories, and 

algorithmic echo chambers. Communities will not be 

mobilised only during elections; they will be maintained in a 

permanent state of emotional readiness. 

Amid this, a new kind of citizen is emerging, urban, educated, 

digital, and restless about dignity rather than survival. This 

citizen will demand systems that work, rights that are 

respected, and institutions that serve without drama. Yet, if 

kept overworked, polarised, and financially insecure, even 

this class can be silenced into apathy. A society that fights itself 
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cannot question power; a society that consumes opinions 

forgets to create them. 

From Resignation to Authorship: The Citizen’s Choice 

The youth of India stands at a paradoxical crossroads. We are 

the most connected generation in history, yet the least 

collectively organised. We have inherited a democracy built 

through sacrifice, but we treat it with the impatience of 

consumers. We want improvement without involvement, 

results without responsibility, and accountability without 

participation. Politics adjusts to this apathy by reducing 

citizens to spectators and selling reassurance instead of 

reform. 

But the future is not doomed. The same youth that is reactive 

today can become transformative tomorrow, if it shifts from 

irritation to ownership. A young citizen who complains is still 

alive; the danger lies in the one who has stopped caring. The 

moment we realise that politics is not them versus us, but us 

shaping us, the quality of our democracy will begin to rise. 

India’s destiny depends on whether citizens choose 

resignation or authorship. 

Resignation says politics is corrupt and cannot change. 

Authorship says politics is corrupt because those who could 

change it never tried. 

Resignation gives power to the loudest. 

Authorship gives power to the alert. 

A civilisation advances not because its rulers are 

extraordinary, but because its citizens refuse to accept 

mediocrity as destiny. The real question, then, is not what 

politicians will do next but what kind of people we will choose 

to become. 
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The Beginning of a New Era 

Politics is not a distant battlefield where others fight for our 

future, it is the mirror in which our collective character is 

reflected. Every indifferent citizen adds a brick to the wall of 

corruption, and every awakened one removes it. The fate of 

India will not be written in the corridors of power but in the 

conscience of its people, in how courageously we think, how 

honestly we vote, how responsibly we speak, and how 

compassionately we act. The measure of our democracy will 

not be how long it survives, but how truthfully we serve it. 

But the time has come to go beyond observation, to enter 

participation. Politics cannot be purified from a distance; it 

must be transformed from within. If we want better 

governance, cleaner leadership, and a more just society, then 

we the youth, the thinkers, the dreamers must step into politics 

not as opportunists, but as reformers. The change we demand 

from politicians must begin with the courage to become one. 

The future does not need more critics; it needs creators of 

conscience, leaders of integrity, and citizens who see politics 

not as a career, but as a calling. 

Do not wait for the ideal moment or the perfect system; both 

are born only when people like us decide to act. Join politics, 

contest elections, volunteer in campaigns, raise your voice in 

policy debates, hold power accountable, and above all, never 

let cynicism win. Every great movement in history began when 

ordinary people refused to remain spectators. The strength of 

a democracy is not measured by the number of votes cast, but 

by the number of citizens who care enough to build the nation 

between those votes. 

Politics is not them versus us, it is us shaping us. It is the art of 

turning hope into law, vision into policy, and courage into 

collective progress. The destiny of this country will not be 

written by rulers, but by citizens who dared to believe that 

leadership is not inherited, it is chosen, nurtured, and earned. 
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So rise not just as voters, but as visionaries. Step forward not 

just to choose your leaders, but to become one of them. 

Because if we want a better tomorrow, it must begin with us 

here, now, and together. Let this not be the end of a book, 

but the beginning of an era. Let this be the moment when we 

stop asking, “What will change?” and start declaring, “We 

will.” 




